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PREFACE 


Without doubt the Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation in 
Lund was the most significant gathering ever attempted by the Lu- 
therans of the world. It was the first international meeting of any 
Protestant group to be called since World War II. Delegates faced + 
many difficult problems of transportation, communication, and money 
exchange. For many who came from countries where armies still 
occupy, there were additional complications of exit permits and clear- 
ance papers. 

In spite of everything, official representatives came in greater num- 
bers and from more countries than to any similar convention in the 
past. Every continent was represented. All large Lutheran church 
bodies sent delegates. 

These proceedings are published at a time when there is a great 
shortage of paper and the materials which go into bookbinding. There- 
fore we ask forbearance for the tardiness of this book. 

May it serve to unify our beloved church. May it give us all a vision 
of what we may do to live up to our great heritage and responsibility 
as children of God and children of the Reformation. 

Since there is a limited supply of these books, please make it avail- 
able to the largest number of people who should know and study its 
contents. 

It is the aim of the founders of this new Federation to make it an 
important instrument for every department of the church, both clergy 
and laity: for theologians, pastors, teachers, missionaries, social work- 
ers, students, young people, Sunday schools, brotherhoods, women’s 
societies, Luther Leagues. It is the hope that at the next meeting of 
the Federation in 1952 the Assembly will be the culmination of a 
series of international conferences of kindred groups. 

Before the Assembly at Lund many churches prayed for the suc- 
cess of this convention. We felt the strength of these prayers every 
hour during the meetings. Prayers were answered. We ask you now to 
pray for the Federation continuously. Pray for its Executive Commit- 
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tee and officers. Thank God for the opportunity He has given us to 
serve Him. We are all workers together with Him Who said, “I will 
build my church.” Soli Deo Gloria! 


S. C. MICHELFELDER, 
Executive Secretary. 
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Archbishop Eidem opens the Lund Assembly. Inset shows Dr. S. C. Michel- 
felder, executive secretary, with Dr. Anders Nygrén, president 





Members of section two at the Lund Assembly 


MINUTES OF THE CONVENTION 


A solemn service of worship in the Cathedral at Lund at 10 A.M. on 
Monday, June 30, marked the opening of the Assembly. Holy Com- 
munion was celebrated. The sermon was preached by The Most Rev- 
erend Archbishop Erling Eidem, President of The Lutheran World 
Federation. 


First PLENARY SESSION 

At 12 noon the President called the Assembly to order in the 
Students’ Building (Akademiska Föreningens Stora Sal). After a word 
of welcome and a brief opening address, the Executive Secretary, Dr. 
$. C. Michelfelder, presented his official report. It was accepted 
unanimously. 

Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, chairman of the Credentials committee, then 
presented the official list of delegates. The appended list of official 
delegates in these proceedings was approved, and the delegates were 
seated and authorized to vote. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 
Delegates and visitors were divided into three equal study sections. 
Three separate rooms were assigned in the University Building. Here 
the three Commissions presented their reports. 


Monpay EVENING 
The Study Sections continued their study and discussions, 


Tuespay MORNING 

The devotional service was conducted by the Rev. Frank H. P. 
Wheatcroft, Inspecteur, Paris, France; and the Rev. Dr. George Traar, 
Superintendent, Vienna, Austria. The keynote address was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Ralph H. Long, Executive Director, National Lu- 
theran Council, New York City, U.S.A., on the theme: “The Place of 
The Lutheran World Federation in the World Today.” 

At 9:30 a.m. the President opened the business session. 

Director Harry Johansson, Sigtuna, Sweden, was appointed record- 
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ing secretary for the 1947 Assembly of The Lutheran World 
Federation. 
The following committees, which were presented by the Executive 
Committee, were unanimously approved. 
1. Steering committee: Dr. Ralph H. Long, U.S.A.; Dr. Alfred Th. 
Jörgensen, Denmark; Bishop Hans Meiser, Germany; and 
Prof. Anders Nygrén, Sweden. 
(This committee was empowered to plan the scheduling of spe- 
cial meetings of groups and to announce changes in the program.) 
2. Credentials committee: Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, U.S.A.; Dr. Ernst 
Sommerlath, Germany; and Prof. Olaf Moe, Norway. 
3. Committee for Dividing Delegates’ and Visitors’ into Sections: 
Bishop Hans Meiser, Germany; Prof. Olaf Moe, Norway; and 
Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, U.S.A. 
4. Drafting committee for each Section: 
Section I: Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, U.S.A.; Director Harry Johans- 
son, Sweden; Prof. Anders Nygrén, Sweden. 
Section II; Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, Denmark; Charles 
Delbruck, France; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, U.S.A. 
Section III: Bishop Edvard Rodhe, Sweden; Prof. W. J. Kooi- 
man, Holland; Bishop Hanns Lilje, Germany. 
5. Conveners for Special Groups: 
Theologians: Prof. Leiv Aalen, Norway. 
Foreign Missions: Secretary Einar Amdahl, Norway. 
Youth: Pastor Ingemar Lindstam, Sweden. 
Lay People: Dr. Margit Sahlin, Sweden. 
Publications: Dr. Karl Hutten, Germany, 
Inner Missions: Dr. William G. Sodt, U.S.A. 
6. Resolutions committee: Dr. Peter O. Bersell, U.S.A., Hauptpastor 
Herntrich, Germany; and Pastor L. F. Fabricius, Denmark. 
7. Committee on Message: Dr. Theodore G. Tappert, U.S.A.; Bishop 
Hanns Lilje, Germany; and Pastor Paul Nedergaard, Denmark. 
8. Nominating committee: Bishop Hanns Lilje, Germany, Convener; 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, U.S.A.; Bishop Jan Szeruda, Poland; 
Director Harry Johansson, Sweden; Dr. P’eng Fu, China. 
The recommendation of the Executive Committee that the Execu- 
tive Secretary of The Lutheran World Federation be designated as 
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its representative to the sessions of the World Council of Churches 
Assembly and its central committee in a consultative capacity was 
unanimously approved. (This was in response to an invitation from 
the Provisional Committee of the World Council of Churches in ac- 
cordance with Article VII of the Constitution of the World Council 
of Churches.) 
CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 

Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, vice-president, was then asked to preside. 
He presented the Constitution proposed by the Executive Committee. 
Dr. Wentz said in his opening remarks: “For many years there has 
been a need for a better organization for Lutheranism. Dr. Knubel 
and Bishop Marahrens had been asked to prepare a Constitution 
before the war. After the war our President, Archbishop Eidem, took 
the initiative and a draft was presented by a special committee. At a 
meeting in Uppsala, Sweden, of the Executive Committee, a Consti- 
tution was drafted and is now presented to this body for official 
action.” 

After a discussion of each article of the proposed Constitution, the 
Constitution was unanimously adopted without alteration. 


CONSTITUTION 
Adopted by unanimous vote of the Assembly 


July 1, 1947, Lund, Sweden 


I. NAME 
The name and title of the body organized under this Constitution 
shall be The Lutheran World Federation. 


Il. Docrkmar Basis 
The Lutheran World Federation acknowledges the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments as the only source and the infallible 
norm of all church doctrine and practice, and sees in the Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church, especially in the Unaltered Augsburg Con- 
fession and Luther's Catechism, a pure exposition of the Word of God. 


III. Nature AND Purposes 
1. The Lutheran World Federation shall be a free association of 
Lutheran churches. It shall have no power to legislate for the churches 
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belonging to it or to interfere with their complete autonomy, but shall 
act as their agent in such matters as they assign to it. 

2. The purposes of The Lutheran World Federation are: 

(a) To bear united witness before the world to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the power of God for salvation; 

(b) To cultivate unity of faith and confession among the Lu- 
theran churches of the world; 

(c) To promote fellowship and co-operation in study among 
Lutherans; 

(d) To achieve a united Lutheran approach to ecumenical 
Christian movements and to common responsibilities in 
missions and education; 

(e) To support Lutheran groups in need of spiritual or material 
aid. 

3. The Lutheran World Federation may take action on behalf of 
member churches in such matters as one or more of them may com- 
mit to it. 

IV. MEMBERSHIP 

All Lutheran churches previously affiliated with the Lutheran World 
Convention, which through their representatives participate in the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall continue to be members of The 
Lutheran World Federation. Other Lutheran churches which declare 
their acceptance of this Constitution shall be eligible to membership 
in The Lutheran World Federation. Their acceptance into member- 
ship shall be decided by The Lutheran World Federation in assembly, 
or in the interim, if no fundamental objection is raised, by the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

V. ORGANIZATION 

The Lutheran World Federation shall exercise its functions through 
the following: 1) The Assembly; 2) The Executive Committee; 3) 
National Committees; 4) Special Commissions. In all the functions 
of the Federation, both clerical and lay persons shall be eligible to 
participate. 

VI. THE ASSEMBLY 

1. An Assembly of the Federation shall be held every five years at 
the call of the President. The time and place and program of each 
Assembly shall be determined by the Executive Committee. Special 
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Meetings of the Assembly may be called by the Executive Committee. 

2. The number of representatives in the Assembly shall be allo- 
cated as follows: Denmark 10, Finland 10, Germany 40, Iceland 5, 
Norway 10, Sweden 10, United States of America 40, other countries 
5 each. Within each of these groups detailed allocations shall be 
made by the National Committee. The representatives-shall be chosen 
by the churches themselves. Whenever in any country there are sev- 
eral Lutheran churches completely independent of one another, each 
shall be entitled to at least one representative. Whenever Lutheran 
congregations in union church bodies combine to ask for representa- 
tion in the Assembly, the Executive Committee may invite them to 
send representatives to the Assembly in a consultative capacity. Lu- 
theran associations and organizations designated by the Executive 
Committee may be invited to send representatives to the Assembly in 
a consultative capacity in such numbers as the Executive Committee 
may determine. 

3, The Assembly shall be the principal authority in the Federation. 
It shall elect the President of the Federation and the other members 
of the Executive Committee, shall receive reports from National Com- 
mittees, shall appoint Special Commissions, and shall determine the 
fundamental lines of the Federation's work. 


VII. OFFICERS 

The President of the Federation shall be chosen by ballot of the 
Assembly and a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary for an 
election. He shall assume office immediately after the close of the 
Assembly which has elected him and before the organization of the 
new Executive Committee. He shall be the chief official representative 
of the Federation. He shall hold office until the close of the following 
Assembly, and he shall be ineligible to succeed himself, Other officers 
of the Federation shall be chosen by the Executive Committee. 


VIII. Executive COMMITTEE 
1. At each Assembly the Federation shall elect fifteen persons who 
with the President shall constitute the Executive Committee of the 
Federation. Membership on the Executive Committee shall be allo- 
cated as follows: Denmark 1, Finland 1, Germany 4, Norway 1, North 
America 4, Sweden 1, all other countries a total of 4. In the choice of 
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members from “other countries” an effort shall be made to effect 
changes at each Assembly in order to make possible a rotation among 
all of them. 

2. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once annually. 
It shall choose from its own membership two vice-presidents and a 
treasurer as officers of the Federation. The duties of these officers shall 
be those usually assigned to those officers. 

3. The Executive Committee shall conduct the business of The 
Lutheran World Federation in the interim between Assemblies, shall 
supervise the appointment of National Committees and receive annual 
reports from them, shall elect an Executive Secretary and assign him 
his duties, shall make a full annual report (including complete finan- 
cial statements) to all member churches, shall appoint all committees 
and Special Commissions not otherwise provided for, and shall repre- 
sent the Federation in all external relations. 

4. Vacancies in the Executive Committee ad interim shall be filled 
by that Committee. 

5. The expenses of a member of the Executive Committee in 
attending meetings of that Committee shall be borne by the church 
to which the member belongs or arranged by the National Committee 
in which his church is represented. 


IX. Executive SECRETARY 

Immediately following the close of each Assembly the Executive 
Committee shall elect an Executive Secretary who shall devote his full 
time to this office and who shall serve until the close of the next 
Assembly. The Executive Secretary shall be responsible to the Execu- 
tive Committee for his work. It shall be his duty to carry out the 
decisions of the Assembly and of the Executive Committee under the 
general supervision of the President. He shall report through the 
Executive Committee to the Assembly of the Federation. 


XII. FINANCE 
The Executive Committee shall prepare annually a detailed budget 
for the Federation, designate the allocation of funds to particular 
needs, and assign to each National Committee its responsibility for 
specific portions of the budget. The Treasurer shall be authorized to 
establish depositories in various countries. 
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XII. AMENDMENTS 
Amendments to this Constitution may be made by a two-thirds vote 
of those present at any regularly called Assembly, provided notice of 
intention to amend shall have been given the preceding day. Amend- 
ments so made shall become effective one year after their adoption by 
the Assembly unless objection has been filed with the Executive Com- 
mittee by churches embracing in aggregate one-third of the constitu- ' 


ency of the Federation. 
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Rev. J. Lakra of India and Archbishop Teodor Grünbergs of the exiled Lat- 
vian church meet at Lund 





The Icelandic delegation, Pastor Members of the Norwegian dele- 
Arni Sigurdsson, Bishop Sigurgeir gation. Bishop Eivind Berggrav is in 
Sigurdsson, and Prof. Admundur Gud- the center of the front row 
mundsson 
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The unanimous vote that the proposed Constitution be adopted 
took place at 12:25 p.m. on July 1, 1947. At this time “The Lutheran 
World Federation” came into official existence. Everyone present felt 
the significance of the hour. Everyone present stood and joined in the 
singing of the Doxology: 


“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 


GERMAN TEXT ASKED 
It was then unanimously voted that there should also be an official 
German text of the Constitution. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
The three Sections continued their discussions and studies of the 
three Commissions’ reports. The drafting committees prepared their 
reports for the Plenary Session on Wednesday morning. 


Turspay EVENING 

On Tuesday evening at 8 o'clock there was a reception (Samkväm) 
in the large hall of the Students’ Building. 

Reception: Archbishop Erling Eidem and Mrs. Eidem were the 
host and hostess. Dr. P. O. Bersell, President of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Augustana Church of America, was master of ceremonies. He 
presented the leaders of each delegation from the countries repre- 
sented, Each brought a short greeting. One of the most unique greet- 
ings came from the Lutheran Church of China. It was a red silk em- 
broidered banner. Dr. Peng Fu, President of the Lutheran Church of 
China, made the presentation speech and described its symbolism. 
Nearly 600 people were present at the reception. 

Greetings were read by Dean Ernst Newman. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING 
The morning devotions were conducted by Dr. Alfred Th. Jörgen- 
sen, of Copenhagen, Denmark, and Bishop Jan Szeruda, of Warsaw, 
Poland. The keynote address was given by Prof. Anders Nygrén, of 
Lund, Sweden, on “The Testimony of the Lutheran Church.” 
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At 9:30 the Plenary Session began, with Vice-President Abdel Ross 

Wentz presiding. 
AMENDMENTS CONSIDERED 

Various amendments to the Constitution were discussed. Several 
amendments were proposed. Because of limitation of time it was 
resolved to refer all proposed amendments to the Executive Commit- 
tee for consideration. The Executive Committee was asked to co-or- 
dinate all the proposals and bring in a report to a later plenary 
session. 

The President, Archbishop Eidem, then took the chair, but asked 
Prof. S. W. Savarimuthu to preside. 


SECTION II REPORTS 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry then reported the findings of the drafting 
committee for Section II, Part A. This report was adopted by unani- 
mous vote. 

WEDNESDAY ÅFTERNOON 

The Sections met separately and further discussed the Commission 

reports, 
Tuurspay MORNING 

Morning devotions were conducted by the Rev. John Schmieder, 
of Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, and Archbishop Aleksi Lehtonen, of 
Turku, Finland. The keynote address was delivered by Bishop Lajos 
Ordass, of Budapest, Hungary, on the theme: “We Must Work While 
It Is Day.” 

DEGREES GIVEN 

Before the business of the day, time was given to Prof. Lajos Janossy 
to present the honorary degrees of Doctor of Divinity for the Theo- 
logical Faculty of Sopron, Hungary, to Archbishop Erling Eidem, of 
Uppsala, Sweden; Prof. Olaf Moe, Oslo, Norway; Prof. Anders Nygrén, 
Sweden; Archbishop Aleksi Lehtonen, Finland; Bishop Fuglsang-Dam- 
gaard, Denmark; Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
U.S.A.; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York City, U.S.A. and Dr. Ralph 
H. Long, New York City, U.S.A. 


CONSTITUTION SIGNED 
The President, Archbishop Eidem, announced that the official sign- 
ing of the newly adopted Constitution would be the first item of busi- 
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ness for the day. He invited an authorized representative of each 
autonomous church to come forward and affix his signature. This sig- 
nificant event was recorded in sound film. A recording in sound film 
was also made of part of the opening devotional service and the 
plenary session. 
SECTION I REPORTS 
Dr, Abdel Ross Wentz then reported that the drafting committee 
for Section I was ready to report the findings on Part A. This report 
was read by Dr. Wentz and Prof. Conrad Bergendoff and after a few 
minor corrections, it was unanimously adopted. Dr. Peng Fu of China 
was invited by President Eidem to take the chair for part of this 
morning's session. 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
The three Sections met separately and concluded their discussions 
and studies, 
THURSDAY EVENING 
Was open for group meetings and Committees. 


Frmay MORNING 
Morning devotions were conducted by Prof. Leiv Aalen of Oslo, 
Norway, and Bishop Fedor Ruppeldt, of Yilina, Czechoslovakia, The 
keynote address was given by Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, Ger- 
many, on: “We Face the Problems of This Day.” 


ELECTION COMMITTEE 
At 9:30 A.M. the Plenary Session was opened with the President, 
Archbishop Eidem, appointing an election committee as follows: 
Dr. Nils Willison, Canada, chairman 
Pastor L. F. Fabricius, Denmark 
Dean Aleksander Täheväli, Esthonian Church in Exile 
Dr. W. F. Lichtenauer, Holland 
Pastor Paul David, India 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Bishop Hanns Lilje then presented the report of the Nominating 
committee. He said that the committee regretted the fact that the 
present President, Archbishop Erling Eidem, would not consider serv- 
ing as President for the next five years. The committee, therefore, pro- 
posed the name of one nominee: Prof. Anders Nygrén, Lund, Sweden. 
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PROF. ANDERS NYGRÉN ELECTED PRESIDENT 
Since there were no further nominations from the floor, the Presi- 
dent asked the election committee to distribute the ballots to all dele- 
gates present. 
Prof. Anders Nygrén was elected on the first ballot, having received 
more than 90 per cent of the votes cast. 


ARCHBISHOP GREETS NEW PRESIDENT 

Archbishop Eidem declared Prof. Nygrén elected, according to the 
Constitution, for the next five years. He welcomed the new President 
and wished him God's power, wisdom, and joy. He also said that he 
was convinced that the new President would be a father in the Lord 
to all the brethren. 

NEW PRESIDENT RESPONDS 

Prof. Nygrén responded by expressing his humble gratitude for the 
confidence that had been placed in him by this election. “It seems 
quite obvious,” he said, “that The Lutheran World Federation now 
stands before the greatest and most important tasks. What I have seen 
during this Assembly has filled me with a deep sense of joy. The work 
is great and we are small. Therefore we need power from God.” 

Due to the resignation of Dr. P. O. Bersell from the Resolutions 
committee and Dr. Theodore Tappert from the committee on Mes- 
sage, the President appointed Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss to the Resolu- 
tions committee, and Dr. T. F. Gullixson to the committee on Message. 


AMENDMENTS PROPOSED 
The Executive Committee then brought in its report on the pro- 
posed amendments to the Constitution, and the following amendments 
were adopted by unanimous vote after some discussion: 
Article III, Sections (d) and (e). Substitute the following: 
(d) To foster Lutheran participation in ecumenical movements; 
(e) To develop a united Lutheran approach to responsibilities in 
missions and education; and 
(£) To support Lutheran groups in need of spiritual or material 
aid. 
Article VI. The Assembly 
Substitute for Paragraph 2 the following: 
2. The Assembly shall consist of chosen representatives of the 
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member churches of the Federation. The number of the representa- 
tives shall be determined by the Executive Committee. 

The allocation of the representatives in the Assembly shall be 
made to the member churches by the Executive Committee with the 
advice of the National Committees, and due regard shall be given to 
such factors as numerical size of churches, geographical distribution 
by continents and countries, adequate representation of the younger 
churches and the minority churches, and the right of each completely 
independent member church to have at least one representative in the 
Assembly. Suggestions for readjustments in the allocation of repre- 
sentatives in the Assembly may be made to the Executive Committee 
by member churches or groups of member churches, national or 
regional, and these readjustments shall become effective if approved 
by the Executive Committee and by the member churches concerned. 

The representatives in the Assembly shall be chosen by the 
member churches themselves. Whenever Lutheran congregations in 
union church bodies combine to ask for representation in the 
Assembly, the Executive Committee may invite them to send repre- 
sentatives to the Assembly in a consultative capacity. Lutheran asso- 
eiations and organizations designated by the Executive Committee 
may be invited to send representatives to the Assembly in a consulta- 
tive capacity in such numbers as the Executive Committee may 
determine. 

Article VIII. Executive Committee 

1. Each Assembly shall elect fifteen persons who with the President 
shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Federation. Member- 
ship in the Executive Committee shall be allocated with due regard to 
such factors as numerical size of churches, geographical distribution 
by continents and countries, and adequate representation of the 
younger churches and the minority churches. In the choice of mem- 
bers from the younger churches and the minority churches, an effort 
shall be made to effect changes at each Assembly in order to make 
possible a rotation among all of them. 

SECTION III REPORTS 

Bishop Hanns Lilje then presented the findings of the drafting com- 
mittee of Section III. After careful discussion and a few changes, the 
report was accepted by unanimous vote. 
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APPENDIX ADDED 
Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier then reported that the following resolution 
was proposed by Section III as an appendix to its report: 


APPENDIX 

The first Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation has been 
deeply moved by the grave material and spiritual distress in which 
more than 40 million homeless and displaced persons and refugees 
find themselves at the present time. Many of these are members of 
Lutheran Churches; 

The Lutheran World Federation is anxious to take all possible 
steps, in co-operation with all ecumenical and international relief 
organizations, particularly the Refugee Commission of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Refugee Organization, in 
order to alleviate the suffering of these displaced persons; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

1. Urgently to request the authorities of all churches belonging to 
The Lutheran World Federation to do all in their power to persuade 
the governments of their countries to adopt without delay suitable 
measures for bringing effective help to these homeless and displaced 
persons and refugees, without regard to their origin, language, nation- 
ality, or status. 

2. To urge the relief organizations of the Lutheran churches to 
extend their work by adopting a comprehensive resettlement policy, 
especially for Lutheran churches and congregations in exile, and by 
energetically promising the international initiatives necessary to create 
possibilities of decent human existence for the masses of men who are 
in such desperate need. 

8. The President and Executive Secretary of The Lutheran World 
Federation are requested to bring these resolutions to the govern- 
ments chiefly concerned, the General Secretary of the United Nations, 
and the Presidium of the International Refugee Organization; to take 
the necessary organizational measures for carrying out the resettle- 
ment plan of The Lutheran World Federation; and above all to defend 
the sacred right of refugees and minorities to conduct their Church 
affairs in their mother tongue and according to their own Confession. 

It was unanimously approved by the Assembly. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNoon—Plenary Session 
SECTION II REPORTS 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry presented the findings of the drafting com- 
mittee on Parts B and C of the Report of Section II. After various 
points of the report were discussed, a few changes were proposed. 
The session adjourned at 4 p.m. 


Fray Evening 
Service of Worship, 6 P.M. 
A solemn service of worship was held in the Cathedral. Archbishop 
Eidem directed the service. He led the congregation in prayer, and 
presented the speakers with these words: 


“Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, Master of men, whom to see 
is to love, and whom to know is eternal life: in Thy life we see all 
things which we fain would be; therefore do Thou draw near to us 
now as we would come near to Thee. In these days of conference may 
the influence of Thy gracious Spirit be with us, enabling us to sur- 
render ourselves to Thy love and service. And when we go down from 
here may the vision not fade and our loyalty not slacken. Abide with 
us. So shall we grow daily into the likeness of Thy Spirit. And to Thee, 
together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, be all glory 
and praise, now and evermore. Amen. 


“Thus writes the Apostle Paul: "As therefore ye received Christ 
Jesus, the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and builded up in Him, and 
established in your faith, even as ye were taught, abounding in thanks- 
giving’ (Col. 2:6-7). 

“My brethren—you who are taking part in this Assembly of The 
Lutheran World Federation: 

“We have a twofold purpose for being here. First, that we may 
see God's will for us as Christians in these times, and that we may 
receive increased power to live in Him, our Lord, whom we have 
received; and secondly, that we may more and more permit ourselves 
to be built up and fortified on that foundation which God himself has 
laid, the only foundation which shall remain forever, Jesus Christ. 

“Therefore, in abounding thankfulness to God for that which 
through His grace has been given to us, we would keep and preserve 
that instruction which we have received through our Church Fathers, 
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who for us have been God's chosen messengers of the Gospel in its 
clarity, richness, and depth. Faithfulness to this inheritance which we 
have received will serve to enlarge and warm our hearts to true broth- 
erly fellowship with all others who with us own Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. 

"As we are gathered here in Lund's beautiful and venerable 
Cathedral, we shall listen to three messages from different parts of 
our world. For the evangelical Lutheran Christians of Europe the 
Right Reverend, the Bishop of Oslo, Dr. Berggrav, will speak; for 
America's Lutheran communion, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry; and for our 
brethren in the faith from the Far East, Dr. Peng Fu, of China. May 
God bless both those who will speak and those who will listen. God 
bless our evangelical Lutheran churches and congregations and all 
Christianity upon earth. May God's mercy embrace all mankind in all 
the world for the sake of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 


Bishop Eivind Berggrav, Primate of the Church of Norway, spoke 
on “Christ and the World Drama.” 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of The United Lutheran Church 
in America, spoke on “The Contribution of the Lutheran Church to 
World Christianity Today.” 

Dr. P’eng Fu, President of The Lutheran Church of China, spoke on 
“The Mission of the Lutheran Church in Asia.” 

A cantata entitled “In the Temple” by Joseph Hedar, presented by 
the Cathedral Choir, soloists, and orchestra, under the direction of 
Mr. Joseph Hedar, who is the Lund Cathedral organist, brought this 
solemn service of worship to an inspiring close. 


IMPRESSIVE PROCESSIONAL 

A procession of delegates and official visitors in academic robes pro- 
ceeded from the Students’ Building to the Cathedral. The Cathedral 
was filled to capacity. This service was also recorded in sound motion 
pictures. 

Evening Session, 8 P.M.—Plenary Session 

Dr. Fry continued his Report of Section II, Parts B and C. This 
report was thoroughly discussed and various revisions were proposed 
and accepted by the drafting committee. 
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The complete report of Section II with the recommended changes 
was then approved by unanimous vote. 


SATURDAY MORNING 
Morning devotions were conducted by Dr. H. H. Kramm of Lon- 
don, England, and Dr. J. P. Van Heest, President of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The keynote 
address was given by Dr. S, W. Savarimuthu, of Kilpauk, Madras, 
India, on “Christ, the Hope of the World.” 


ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

At 9:30 A.M. the Plenary Session, with Archbishop Eidem presiding, 
opened with Bishop Hanns Lilje presenting the report of the Nomi- 
nating committee for the members of the Executive Committee. The 
following names were proposed: 

America: Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Dr. Ralph H. 
Long, and Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz. 

Scandinavia: Prof. Anders Nygrén of Sweden (ex-officio member of 
the Executive Committee as President of the Federation); Dr. Alfred 
Th. Jörgensen, Denmark; Archbishop Aleksi Lehtonen, Finland; and 
Bishop Johannes Smemo, Norway. 

Germany: Bishop Hans Meiser, Prof. Ernst Sommerlath, Bishop N. 
Beste, and Bishop Hanns Lilje. 

Other countries; Mr. Charles Delbruck, France; Bishop Lajos 
Ordass, Hungary; Pastor Joel Lakra, India; and Archbishop Teodor 
Griinbergs, Latvian Church in Exile. 

After a discussion and other nominations, the Assembly approved 
the candidates as proposed by the Nominating committee and the 
nominations were officially closed and the sixteen men nominated 
were declared officially elected by the chair to be the Executive Com- 
mittee until the next regular Assembly. 


REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE 

Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss then presented the report of the Resolu- 

tions committee. After deliberate discussion and some changes, the 
following resolutions were adopted: 


RESOLUTIONS 
As we now draw to the close of these important days, The Lutheran 


30 ‘Tue LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 


World Federation feels moved to express its thanks both to God and 
men. 

1. We join in thanksgiving to the living God. In Him we have 
our life and hope. In Him we pray that we may do our work. 

We will rise in humility and gratitude for the results of this Assem- 
bly, which in the midst of a confused world has resulted in a per- 
manent Lutheran World Federation, and we pray that God, who 
desires to bless and save all the world, may also use us and this 
Federation in His service. Soli deo gloria. 

2. We thank The Most Reverend Dr. Erling Eidem, Archbishop 
of Uppsala, Sweden, for his service to the Lutheran churches, for his 
invaluable assistance in the re-establishment of this world-wide organ- 
ization of Lutheranism; for his personal leadership as President, and 
for his guiding inspiration at this convention. 

We thank the Bishop-and the Dean of Lund for their cordial recep- 
tion of the Convention in the inspiring surroundings of the wonderful 
St. Lawrence Church, the oldest metropolitan cathedral of all Scan- 
dinavia, and we thank the City of Lund for its kind reception of this 
great influx of strangers. Likewise we express our sincere appreciation 
to the Swedish authorities for their eminent helpfulness toward us. 

We thank the honorable University of Lund for its hospitality in 
placing its splendid physical facilities at our disposal. We thank the 
Akademiska Foreningen for offering us the use of its fine building 
during this week. We thank the Local Committee, with its untiring 
Docent Askmark and Dr. Schlyter, for excellent work, and we regret 
that it is impossible to mention by name all who have been our most 
cordial hosts during the convention. We thank them all. 

We thank the newspapers and the National Broadcasting Company 
for their service in our behalf. 

3. In harmony with the report of Section 2 (IV) regarding “or- 
phaned missions,” be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized to pro- 
mote the widest possible co-operation of Lutheran churches through- 
out the world in rendering assistance to mission fields whose normal 
support is temporarily interrupted, to the end that all Lutheran mis- 
sion fields may be preserved during the present emergency period, and 
returned to the agencies formerly supporting them as soon as the lat- 
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ter are again able to assume their support and control. 

4, With further reference to certain specific problems in this field, 
be it 

Resolved, That The Lutheran World Federation note and agree 

in principle with the following proposals agreed upon at the second 
meeting of members of the International Missionary Council and the 
Deutsche Missionsrat held at Baarn, Holland, May 7-9, 1947, concern- 
ing the trusteeship for German mission fields. 

“a. That the societies which at present exercise Re for 
former German work, by regular report to the Deutsche Missionsrat 
and to the society concerned, enable the Germans to take an intelligent 
part in the development of affairs. 

“b. To invite the German societies, when important decisions 
have to be taken, to put their experience and insight at the disposal 
of the responsible (trustee) agencies, 


“c. To give opportunity to the German societies to participate 
in the decisions that have to be taken about structural changes as, e.g., 
the union of churches, the creation of autonomous churches, ete. 

“d. It would be of great importance if, when agreements have 
to be made or altered between German societies and other agencies 
which are temporarily carrying the trusteeship of former German 
work, the International Missionary Council were to act as the clearing 
house. This will call for the closest collaboration with all churches and 
missions, which have been aiding the German societies, especially The 
Lutheran World Federation.” 

(Commentary; It is understood from reports of the Baarn meet- 
ing, that the term “clearing house” implies essentially an exchange of 
information and a facilitation of whatever arrangements may be agreed 
upon as mutually satisfactory to the parties primarily concerned, but 
not a legislative function.) 

5. In harmony with the report of Section 2 (III, a), regarding 
co-operative procedures in the formation of indigenous churches; and 
to the end that in each area a National Lutheran church may be 
developed, including all Lutheran churches in the area, so that an 
indigenous, self-supporting Lutheran church may carry forward in a 
unified way the work of the Kingdom in that area, be it 
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Resolved, That The Lutheran World Federation request its 
member churches to encourage the formation, as soon as practicable, 
of united Lutheran churches in the various mission fields. 

6. Believing that God is willing to accept the service of all of His 
followers, and that He will empower and direct all who in true faith 
and devotion, would serve Him in the promotion of the work of His 
Kingdom, be it 

Resolved, That The Lutheran World Federation encourage all 
member Lutheran churches to give earnest consideration to measures 
intended to develop a larger measure of activity on the part of the 
laymen of the church. 

7. Believing that Christ Jesus is the answer to the sins and sorrows, 
disillusionments and discouragements, hopes and aspirations, of the 
youth of today’s world, and recognizing the present strategic oppor- 
tunity of the Church both to proclaim the saving Gospel of Christ to 
youth, and to utilize the Church’s youth in active Christian service, 
be it 

Resolved, That we call upon our Lutheran churches everywhere 
to give continued and increasing attention to their youth programs; 
that we call upon our youth organizations, as serving arms of the 
Church in soul-winning and soul-keeping, to hold high the torch of 
faith; and that we encourage our youth to reach out the hand of Chris- 
tian fellowship, especially to our Lutheran youth throughout the 
world, that unitedly they may express effectively their common faith 
and devote themselves to common tasks. 

8. Recognizing the tragic sufferings which are being borne by the 
millions of refugees, expellees and displaced persons, as well as other 
tragically suffering people, heeding the cries of anguish and the pleas 
for help which come to our attention from many groups of these unfor- 
tunate, homeless victims of war; and whole-heartedly desiring to aid 
in improving their situation, be it 

Resolved, That we call upon all our churches to intercede before 
the throne of God on behalf of these our brethren and to give generous 
support to all efforts of our church to bring them spiritual and material 
help; and that we request the Executive Committee of The Lutheran 
World Federation to aid as far as possible in alleviating their suffer- 
ings, in devising emigration and resettlement plans, and in safeguard- 
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ing the religious life of those displaced persons who belong to the 
household of our faith. . 

9. Asa further expression of the spirit of co-operation so markedly 
manifest in this Assembly, and in order to achieve a more efficient 
performance of tasks in which common action is desirable, be it 

Resolved, That (1) The Lutheran World Federation create the 
following departments or permanent commissions, each to serve in its 
special field, under the direction of the Executive Committee: 

1. A Commission or Department of Missions 

2. A Commission or Department of Work on behalf of Dis- 

placed Persons and Refugees 

3. A Commission or Department of Relief 

4. A Commission or Department of Youth Activities 

5. A Commission or Department of Social Welfare 
and that (2) the Executive Committee be authorized to determine the 
titles, personnel, and functions of these Commissions or Departments. 

10. Recognizing its responsibilities to contribute to a world of 
peace, with order and justice, be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to estab- 
lish such relations as may be appropriate with the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, constituted by the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


REPORT OF SECTION I, PARTS B AND C 

Dr. Wentz and Prof. Nygrén reported the findings of the drafting 
committee for Section I on Parts B and C. 

After a discussion and further explanations by Prof. Nygrén and 
others, the amended report was unanimously approved. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MESSAGE 

Dr. T. F. Gullixson presented the report of the committee on Mes- 
sage. The report was accepted as to content and referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee for revision as suggested by the Assembly. The Execu- 
tive Committee was authorized to issue the official message for the 
Assembly. 
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NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS PRESENTED TO ASSEMBLY 
The chairman then announced the result of the election of officers 
by the newly elected Executive Committee: 


Ist Vice-President, Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz 
2nd Vice-President, Bishop Lajos Ordass 
Treasurer, Dr. Ralph H. Long. 

Executive Secretary, Dr. S. C. Michelfelder 


CLOSING WORDS 

The last plenary session of the Assembly was closed by the Presi- 
dent, Archbishop Erling Eidem, with a short address based on 
Hebrews 4. He spoke of the rest that remaineth to the people of God. 

He thanked all delegates and visitors for their co-operation and 
faithful attendance. 

“We must not forget each other. We must pray for each other.” 

The session closed with the singing of a hymn, prayer, and the 
Benediction. 

SATURDAY Evenrnc—Laymen’s Meeting 

On Saturday evening a Laymen’s Meeting was held in the hall of 
the Students’ Building. The auditorium was filled. The meeting was 
led by Dr. Margit Sahlin, Women’s Secretary, Diakonistyrelsen, Stock- 
holm, Sweden. 

Speakers were: Bishop Hanns Lilje, Germany; Mr. Jean Becker, 
France; Mrs. Justine Bodensieck, U.S.A.; Dr. Pitchai Robert, South 
India; Mr. Kristian Hansson, Norway; Miss Silvi Visapää, Finland. 


Sunpay MORNING 
High Mass was solemnized at the Cathedral. The sermon was 
preached by the Right Reverend Bishop Max von Bonsdorff, Borga, 
Finland, on the theme: “Greater Things than These.” 


SUNDAY EVENING 
A Young People’s Meeting was held in the Students’ Building on 
Sunday evening. The meeting was directed by Pastor Ingemar Lind- 
stam, Rottne, Sweden. Again the auditorium was filled to capacity. 
Speakers were: Miss Vivian Wickey, U.S.A.; Pastor Lic. Hans W. 
Gensichen, Germany; Pastor Béla Lesko, Hungary; Pastor H. H. 
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Kramm, England; Pastor Svend Borregaard, Denmark; and Miss 
Hemalatha John, India. 
Monpay, July 7 

Delegates and visitors visited Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The above report was written by the Executive Secretary from the 
official minutes taken by Director Harry Johansson, the Recording 
Secretary of the Assembly. Sermons, keynote addresses, and official 
reports, approved by the Assembly, appear under separate headings 
in this book of proceedings. Please consult contents for proper page. 


S. C. M. 
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June 30, 1947 
Dear Fathers and Brethren in Christ Jesus, our Lord: 

The Lutheran World Convention came into existence in 1923 in 
Eisenach because, under the guidance of God, there was a real desire 
throughout the Lutheran Church of the whole world for fellowship 
and unity. Two conventions followed—in Copenhagen in 1929 and in 
Paris in 1935. A fourth meeting was planned for Philadelphia in 1940 
but World War II interfered. Even the Executive Committee was 
unable to meet for seven years. 

With the cessation of hostilities in 1945 there was a revival of the 
old desire for fellowship and a new urge to come to the rescue of the 
needy who had suffered from the war and from the demonic influences 
which had been loosed in the world. Then came the real test whether 
love could overcome hate and prejudice. Before the last bombs had 
fallen on Germany and Japan, huge sums of money had already been 
contributed in America, Canada, and Sweden to aid. “Faith, Hope, 
and Love” did survive. Already in December, 1945, a committee meet- 
ing was called in Copenhagen to consider ways and means to rebuild 
the Lutheran World Convention. In July, 1946, the acting president, 
Archbishop Erling Eidem, called an official meeting of eleven of the 
remaining twelve members of the Executive Committee, at Uppsala, 
Sweden. (Landesbischof Marahrens of Hannover had resigned and 
no successor had been appointed.) 

The committee labored for three days, July 24-26. Those present 
were: The chairman, Archbishop Erling Eidem, of Sweden; Dr. Alfred 
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Th. Jörgensen, of Denmark; Bishop Max von Bonsdorff, of Finland; 
Prof. Olaf Moe, of Norway; Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, Dr. Ralph H. Long, and Dr. Abdel Ross Wentz from America; 
Bishop Hans Meiser, Prof. Ernst Sommerlath, and Prof. Karl Ihmels 
from Germany. (The two last named were too late for the meetings 
but met with some of the members and approved all actions of the 
committee.) At the request of the chairman, the undersigned served 
as secretary. 

The meeting was characterized by a spirit of devotion to the cause 
and a harmony which led to the reorganization of the Lutheran 
World Convention under the new name, “The Lutheran World 
Federation.” 

A constitution was drafted which will be presented to this Assembly 
tomorrow morning. 

It was resolved to call a meeting of the Assembly of the Federation 
at Lund, Sweden, for seven days in June, 1947. A Program and Com- 
missions Committee was appointed, consisting of Dr. Long, Prof. 
Jorgensen, Prof. Nygrén, Bishop Meiser, and the undersigned. The 
theme, “The Lutheran Church in the World Today,” was proposed for 
the Lund Assembly. The undersigned was elected executive secretary 
to serve until the end of the Assembly at Lund. With the reading of 
Luther's favorite psalm, the 118th, this significant meeting came to 
a close. Hope ran high that the Federation of some 70 million Lu- 
therans in 28 countries would soon become a reality. 


11 Months of Service 

Since July, 1945, I have served as Lutheran representative to the 
Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches at 
Geneva, Switzerland. Here it was my responsibility to help co-ordinate 
the help and the needs of giving and receiving churches. No Protes- 
tant church in Europe has suffered so much as our own Lutheran 
churches in Norway, Finland, Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Aus- 
tria, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, France, Holland, Italy, and Ger- 
many. In Geneva there was born a new spirit of co-operation and 
understanding. The great Protestant denominations are working to 
gether for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of a devastated church. 
Never before in the history of the world has there been such wholesale 
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destruction of human lives and property. Now almost two years 
after cessation of hostilities one can only estimate how many millions 
of lives were snuffed out by this cruel war and how many billions of 
dollars of value have been wiped out by the destruction of churches 
and church properties. Those of us who have seen “the weary pilgrims” 
who make up the 10 million refugees and displaced persons from 
Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Bessarabia, Yugoslavia, Rumania, 
Hungary, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Germany, begin to understand 
what our Saviour meant for us when He said, “I was an hungered, I 
was thirsty, I was naked, I was a stranger, I was in prison . . . . Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25). 

Satan has ruled the world and has sown his seeds throughout the 
world, Some of these devils have been overcome as liberation armies 
have advanced, but seven other devils have come to plague the world: 
hunger, disease, death, fear, unbelief, despair, and godlessness. From 
Geneva one looks upon the tragedy on the stage of Europe and won- 
ders if anything worth-while can survive. Then one remembers the 
words of the Lord, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). As one looks upon the waves of 
hate and racial prejudice rising higher, one is tempted to think with 
the disciples that the ship is in danger because the Master is asleep, 
but then one remembers how He rose and rebuked the wind and 
spoke, “Be still,” and the storm ceased. As one hears the cry of the 
starving millions, we dare not be deaf to Him either who commanded 
us, “Give ye them to eat.” 

With this divided responsibility I could not devote my full time to 
the preparations for this Assembly, but had to call upon many of you 
to help. Here are some of the activities which centered in the office 
of the executive secretary: 


1, The “News Bulletin”—first edition sent out in March, 1946, with 
a mailing list of 25—made an official organ of the Lutheran World 
Federation by the Executive Committee—now reaches a mailing list 
of over 200 in 28 countries. 


2. Preliminary planning for Executive Committee meeting held in 
July, 1946. 


38 THE LUTHERAN Wonn FEDERATION 


3. Development of program for Assembly with the Program 
Committee, 

4. Planning of three Commissions for the three Study Sections of 
the Assembly. Á 

5. Preparation of booklet (News Bulletin Vol. II, No. 1) which 
listed over 400 names and addresses of Lutheran leaders, lay and 
clergy, in 25 different countries to start a “Fellowship of Corre- 
spondence.” 

6. Travels to America, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Poland, 
Germany, France, Holland, and England in the interest of reconstruc- 
tion and the Federation. S 

7. Uncounted correspondence by letter and cablegram with Lu- 
theran leaders in every part of the world. 


For the Future 

Like the first message which was slowly ticked off on the newly dis- 
covered, primitive telegraph by Thomas Morse, I would like to submit 
the same question today, “What hath God wrought?” 

1. Ours is a great heritage as a Lutheran Church, and therefore 
it carries a great responsibility. Since our great Lutheran Church em- 
braces almost half of Protestant Christianity, we must assume the 
largest share of duty. Our provincialism must come to an end. “All 
one body we” must witness and work as “one body,” and when one 
member of this body suffers, then all must suffer and come to the 
rescue. Our “demonstration” of unity in action will be much more 
forceful proof than any “remonstration” of mere words. As our one 
world seems to be falling apart, we of the Lutheran Church must wit- 
ness to “The Truth” as never before. We dare not allow Satan to 
divide and rule and thus ruin. We have held to our common confes- 
sions. We will not surrender them now for any temporary advantages 
no matter how tempting they may be. Unity must be the watchword. 
United in “faith, hope, and love.” 

2. But as a Lutheran Church we no longer live an isolated life 
without regard to our fellow-believers in other great Christian Church 
bodies, God has worked wonders of regeneration through other church 
bodies as well as through our own. If the World Council of Churches 
now “in process of formation” is to become under the guidance of 
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God a real council of all “non-Roman” churches, then the Lutheran 
Church must make its proper contribution to the formation and exist- 
ence of that World Council of Churches. Here we must insist that our 
Lutheran Church be represented confessionally, so that our birthright 
be not lost. This is no time for a “watered-down” or “least common 
denominator” compromise to be attempted confessionally, pretending 
that there is a unity of confessions. Such a church is only a house of 
sand. It is my opinion after two years in the headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva that the success of the World 
Council of Churches lies in this, that it remain a council of “churches” 
(plural) with each church body maintaining its full autonomy. Co- 
ordination and not elimination will assure life to this healthy ecumeni- 
cal movement. 

8, Our task at this Assembly is an almost impossible one. Every 
delegate and visitor feels the urgency of our cause. The program plan- 
ners are fully aware that the scope of subjects before us is too wide 
for thorough consideration. We do not want the Lund Assembly to be 
an end, but rather a beginning, the opening of windows toward heaven 
and doors to paths of duty. “The Lutheran Church in the World To 
day” must be a witnessing, working, and warring church. 

Our witness must be Scripture-tested again and again. Our working 
must be geared up to the needs of this age. Education, evangelism, 
stewardship, mission work (foreign, home, and inner), congregational 
life, preaching, men’s work, women’s work, youth activity, student 
work, publications, publicity, promotion, Sunday school, to mention 
only a few, must receive our attention in these days of Assembly. But 
our warfare must take on a new vigor. The world is aflame with hate, 
materialism, secularism, nihilism, and new “isms” are declaring war 
on the Christian Church, Complacency or compromise on the part of 
Christians will certainly usher in a new “dark age.” We must face the 
problem of our day as did the prophets of old. There must be a clear 
sound of the trumpet and fearless advance to meet the foe. The Battle 
Hymn of the Reformation must take on a new meaning today. 

4. A five-year plan. 

1) From this Assembly, delegates and visitors must return to 
their own countries charged with enthusiasm to make the discussions 
and findings the basis for further study and planning and work. The 
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Lutheran World Federation must reach into the very “warp and woof” 
of the fabric of the church. Not only theological magazines, but church 
papers, Sunday-school literature, laymen, lay women, young and old, 
must be made aware of their part in The Lutheran World Federation. 

2) As soon as possible every country where the Lutheran 
Church is represented should form a national committee of The Lu- 
theran World Federation. These national committees should include 
all synods or church bodies willing to co-operate. National sections 
should encourage both national and sectional meetings for further 
study and planning. 

8) A fellowship of correspondence. By revising and increas- 
ing the list of people interested, a world-wide correspondence should 
be developed with exchange of ideas and publications. We must get 
better acquainted with each other. 

4) A new “Lutheran World Almanac” which will give us the 
last word on statistics and trends of the church is urgently needed. 
None has been published since 1937. 

5) Group conferences on both international and national 
scales must be planned in the next five years. 

6) A broadening of the service of the “News Bulletin” and 
better facilities for collecting and disseminating news and pictures. 

7) A quarterly magazine which would continue the program 
discussions of this Assembly in printed form, give book reviews, and 
guides for improving methods of church work. 

8) A thorough preparation for the 1952 Assembly, with ample 
time for planning and preliminary conferences. 

To God be all the praise, glory, and thanks for the blessings be- 
stowed upon and opportunities of this Assembly. I personally wish to 
express my deep appreciation to our president, the Archbishop Erling 
Eidem, for his counsel and leadership. This Assembly is greatly in- 
debted to him for his able guidance. To the Executive Committee and 
all members of commissions I am deeply grateful for the encourage- 
ment you have given in the difficult days of planning this Assembly. 
Last, but not least, we are all very much indebted to the Local Com- 
mittee for all labors in making this meeting in historic and hospitable 
Lund possible. 
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May God give us His Holy Spirit so that we may see our duty in 
this confused, devastated, and troubled world. May He give us grace 
to repent of our sins of commission and omission. May we here feel a 
new fellowship in Jesus Christ our Saviour, that in this world today, 
we may be willing servants of Him who said, “I will build my Church.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


S. C. MICHELFELDER 


DECISIONS 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Interpretation of Article IV of the Constitution 

The Executive Committee has interpreted Article IV on Member- 
ship to mean that only churches and not federations of churches can 
hold membership in The Lutheran World Federation. 


Interpretation of Article VII 
The Executive Committee agreed that the following principle 
should govern the elections and voting: 
1. Each delegate has only one vote and no proxies shall be allowed. 
2. A majority of official delegates present shall constitute a quorum. 
8. The Committee interprets that by “ballot” is meant a secret 
ballot by delegates present. % 
The Committee agreed that by “Assembly” in Article VII, and 
Article VIII, and in the first sentence of Article IX, is meant the “regu- 
lar Assembly.” 


Archives and Records 
It was recommended that a new Commission for Archives and 
History be appointed to preserve records, etc. 


Depositories 

It was resolved that the President, Treasurer, and Executive Secre- 
tary be authorized to establish depositories for The Lutheran World 
Federation in such countries where it is necessary. 


National Committees 
The Executive Secretary was instructed to draft plans and submit 
them to members of the Executive Committee by mail. 
The following principles should guide the Executive Committee 
and its Executive Secretary in setting up National Committees: 
“1. Every church which is a member of The Lutheran World 
Federation shall be represented in the National Committees. 
2. Churches become members of The Lutheran World Federa- 
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tion and not National Committees. 

3. Churches not members of The Lutheran World Federation 
can have consultants on the National Committees, if the 
National Committees so desire. 

4. Churches declaring their intention of becoming members of 
The Lutheran World Federation can have provisional mem- 
bership in the National Committees. 

5. Before a church becomes a member of The Lutheran World 
Federation, the National Committee of the country in which 
the church has headquarters, should be consulted. 

6. The Lutheran World Federation is not bound by the recom- 
mendations of the National Committees.” 


Membership in the World Council of Churches 

The question was asked: “Shall individual autonomous Lutheran 
churches separately make application for membership in the World 
Council of Churches?” 

Answer: “The Executive Committee interprets that individual 
autonomous churches should make individual application for such 
membership.” 


News Bulletin Service in German 

“The Executive Committee voted to instruct the Executive Secre- 
tary to provide a German edition of the News Bulletin.” 

This Bulletin Service will be in addition to. the English News Bul- 
letin and is to be prepared in connection with the office of the Execu- 
tive Secretary in Geneva. 


“Lutheran World Review” 

The Executive Committee authorized the Executive Secretary as 
Managing Editor to establish a Quarterly Magazine for The Lutheran 
World Federation. A committee was appointed to supervise the publi- 
cation. It is hoped that this official organ can soon be published. The 
name suggested for it is “Lutheran World Review.” 


Commissions 

The Executive Secretary was instructed to investigate the setting 
up of Commissions, their titles, functions, and personnel, and to sub- 
mit proposals for approval by the Executive Committee. 
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The Theme 
The Lutheran Church in the World Today 


Section I. Confessing “The Truth” in a Confused World 
a. The Word 
b. The Sacraments 
c. The Church 
Section II. Performing Her Mission in a Devastated World 
a. Evangelism and Stewardship 
b. Lutheran World Missions Today 
c. Helping One Another 
Section III. Facing the Problems in a Troubled World 
a. Materialism, secularism, nihilism, 
the decline of morals 
b. Race Relations 
c. Refugees and Displaced Persons 


REPORT OF SECTION I 
as Amended and Approved by the Assembly 
Confessing “The Truth” in a Confused World 


“The true treasure of the Church is the most holy Gospel of God's 


glory and grace.” 


These words of Luther, from the 62nd thesis of his pamphlet of 
1517 against indulgences, must always be the lode-star of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. In a world steeped in confusion, the Church 
must always deeply feel its responsibility for the preservation of this 
treasure and for the proclamation of the Gospel of God’s glory and 


grace in Christ. 
L 
Our Generation Turns Back on God 


Our generation, as no previous one, has learned how mankind rends 
and destroys itself when it turns its back on God. The Scriptures say: 
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"Because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
heart was darkened.” “And even as they refused to have God in their 
knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting” (Rom. 1:21, 28). Our generation has bit- 
terly experienced the truth of these words. We know what it means to 
belong to a humanity that is under the judgment of God and, because 
of sin, is under condemnation and the sentence of death. We ourselves 
are a part of humankind. We belong to it with every fiber of our being. 
Its destiny is our destiny. None of us can stand aside as though he 
were not a part of it. Its sin and need are our sin and need. Before 
God we confess our corporate guilt, and together we stand under His 
judgment, 


A New Beginning 

But, God be praised, we belong not only to the old humanity which 
is under the tyranny of sin and death. God has given our race a new 
beginning when He raised up Christ as Saviour and Lord and as the 
Head of a new creation. In this our day He has granted to us also the 
grace to be members of Christ and to share in His life. In the midst 
of the darkness of this world shines His eternal light. In the midst of 
this world’s affliction and suffering we can live as children of the new 
world in faith, love, and hope. 

By faith we receive God's eternal love in Christ; by love we pass it 
on in mutual service; and in the hope of the glory of God we can 
“also rejoice in our tribulations” (Rom. 5:2, 3), for tribulations, too, 
belong to the way by which God wills to lead us into His glory. Such 
is the blessed hope that we possess through faith in our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

Let us then hold fast to Him who is the Head (Col. 2:19) and “let 
us hold fast the confession of our hope that it waver not; for he is 
faithful that promised. And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works, not forsaking our own assembling together, 
as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the 
more, as ye see the day drawing nigh” (Heb. 10:23-25). 

The Gospel is the proclamation of the mighty work God wrought 
when He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. It is the message 
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of the stupendous invasion of our human existence by God in Christ. 
The Gospel is the message of how God has introduced into this present 
age something entirely new, the message of how through Christ He 
has inaugurated the New Age which, beginning here, is to be consum- 
mated in glory at Christ's return. 


Fault of Secularized Outlook 

For the New Testament, as for the Reformation, the message of 
Christ and the Kingdom of God that came through Him was the true 
treasure of the Church and that which gave to Christian preaching 
its living power. If we ask what it is that has rendered Christian 
preaching in our time so impotent, the answer lies chiefly in progres- 
sive secularization in recent centuries, which has increasingly obscured 
the thought of the New Age. This has meant in fact an extraordinary 
limitation of vision. Step by step human life has been compressed 
within the confines of this present world. This world, this age, has 
become the only reality men reckon with. This secularized outlook has 
so established itself, that not even theology and preaching have been 
able to escape its paralyzing influence. 


Fateful Consequences Ensue 

When men cease to reckon with the reality of the Age to come, two 
fateful consequences ensue: First, the Christian message itself is dis- 
torted and reduced to a purely this-worldly affair; and secondly, life 
in this world is regarded as something with which God has nothing 
to do. In consequence, the Word of God, both as Gospel and as Law, 
loses its meaning. The Gospel is conceived simply in terms of the 
problem of achieving psychological harmony. The Law is conceived 
as a means for the attainment of this harmony, or as containing certain 
this-worldly principles for personal and social living. Whereas for 
primitive Christianity and for Luther, God was concerned with the 
whole of human life, so that there was strictly speaking no secular 
sphere, men have today widely accepted the secularized view, at any 
rate as regards the world and life in it. They have lost the perception 
that God intervenes and carries out His work in the very midst of 
ordinary human life. It is as if God were concerned only with the 
religious faculties of man. Religion has become one department of life 
among others. This false conception has given rise to distorted notions 
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of the Lutheran view of life in this world. It underlies, for example, 
the theory of the autonomy of secular life and the secularized idea of 
vocation; and it is responsible not least for the misinterpretations of 
the doctrine of the “ordinances,” given in God's creation and also of 
Luther’s doctrine of the two Realms, which is alleged to sanction the 
self-glorification of the State. 

The great merit of the Reformation is that it took seriously the 
message of the gospel that God in Christ has really intervened in our 
human life and that through Him a New Age has begun. The task of 
the Lutheran Church at the present time, amid the confusion caused 
by the secularization of thought and life, is seriously to reconsider 
this message and present it in all its fullness. 


Confusion Today No Accident 

To the Christian for whom the New Age in Christ is a reality, it 
also becomes clear what the Old Age is. The confusion prevailing in 
the world is no mere accident, It is not due primarily to specially 
unfortunate circumstances and the evil doings of particular persons. 
It has its roots rather in the fact that God’s own world has become 
alienated from God, claiming independence of Him, and indifferent 
to or rebellious against Him, and therefore is under the destroying 
power of sin and death, the enemies of human life. This is true also 
with regard to the pronounced secularization in our time which is 
simply an outcome of the alienation from God that is characteristic of 
the present age. The confusion prevailing in the world is evident to 
all-to non-Christians as well as to Christians. But to those who cannot 
regard human life in the light of the Gospel, this confusion must 
appear as a comfortless and insoluble enigma, unless it is regarded 
with illusory optimism as a merely transitory evil. 


Christ Makes All Things New 

The Christian knows the basic reason for the confusion; but this 
does not mean that he regards himself as standing outside of it. He is 
himself set in the context of the old humanity, sharing all its condi- 
tions, its responsibility and guilt. But he also belongs in a different 
context. Christ has come and with Him all things have been made 
new. Christ has been appointed by God to be Lord over all things; 
and thereby all the old principalities and powers have lost their 
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authority. In the midst of this world God has set up His Kingdom. 
Through the death and resurrection of Christ, the wrath of God has 
been taken away, the guilt of sin atoned for, and the power of sin and 
death broken. He who believes in Christ stands no longer under their 
dominion, but has been made participant in the New Age of resur- 
rection and life. He has passed from sin to righteousness, from bond- 
age under the law to grace, from death to life—and all this because 
Christ has become our Lord, “who has redeemed, secured, and deliv- 
ered us, lost and condemned men, from all sins, from death, and from 
the power of the devil, in order that we might be His own, live under 
Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity.” 


Christian Related to Two Worlds 

Thus the Christian stands in relation to two worlds. “In Adam” he 
is attached to the Old Age and is a member of the organism of lost 
humanity; “in Christ” he is attached to the New Age and is a member 
of Christ's Church, the Body Whose Head is Christ. As long as the 
Christian lives here in this world, he must, therefore, live in a constant 
struggle against sin and the entire character of the old world, although 
its power is already broken through Christ. This tension will last until 
the New Age is consummated in glory. 


IL. 
Tue Wonn, THE SACRAMENTS, THE CHURCH 


A. THE Worp 
Our Lutheran Church derives her preaching of the Gospel from the 
witness of the Scriptures. The sacred Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments are the sole source and standard (unica regula et norma) 
of the message which the Church has to proclaim. The proclamation 
of the Gospel can retain its Christian purity only through unswerving 
fidelity to the Divine Word. 


Everything Centers in Christ 
Scripture as a whole bears witness to Christ (John 5:39). The Old 
Testament witnesses to Christ as “he that should come” and its deepest 
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import can be rightly understood only in the light of God's finished 
work in Christ, of which the New Testament is the testimony. But it 
is true also of the New Testament that it can be rightly understood 
only in connection with the Old Testament, as the fulfillment of the 
promises held out to us there. Thus everything centers in Christ. In 
Him is concentrated that work of God which was announced by the 
promises and became a reality among us in the fullness of time. Scrip- 
ture is the message of this work of God but a message which is itself 
also a deed; for it is the continuation of that decisive deed of God on 
which everything else depends. The very proclamation of the message 
means that God is continuing His work withrand among us. When the 
Gospel is at work, God delivers man from the power of darkness and 
translates him into the new humanity whose Lord and Head is Christ. 


Lutheran Church Emphasizes Pure Doctrine 

Since Scripture is the message of something that has actually hap- 
pened in time and space, the message of a deed actually done by God 
for our salvation, it is of paramount importance that this message 
should retain its genuine significance and reach us in an uncorrupted 
form. When our Lutheran Church, following Luther's example, lays 
such very great stress upon pure doctrine, it does not understand this 
in an intellectualistic sense, as though the Gospel were merely a 
theoretical doctrine. On the contrary, it does this precisely because of 
its consciousness that the Gospel is a message of vital importance for 
us and because of its concern that this message should not be dis- 
torted. When God speaks to us it is important that we listen to what 
He has to say, and do not confuse His Word with our own human 
thoughts. When God in Christ offers us His Covenant of Peace we 
must receive it just as it is offered to us. We must not turn it into 
something other than itself, derived from our own thoughts and 
desires. 


Accurate Interpretation Important 

For this reason, the accurate interpretation of Scripture is of para- 
mount importance. The message of God’s deed in Christ, presented 
by the Scriptures, is consistent and clear (perspicuitas scripturae). It 
becomes confused only when in interpreting it men take for their start- 
ing point their own thoughts and desires and allow these to determine 
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the meaning of Scripture. In the history of the Church, it has often 
happened that, instead of listening to the message itself men have 
sought a concealed meaning behind it and have claimed the testimony 
of the Spirit as the source of their knowledge of this meaning. Our 
Lutheran Church rejects such arbitrary interpretations and requires 
us to listen to the clear and simple meaning of the Word, Our Lu- 
theran confessional documents thus maintain that Scripture is its own 
interpreter (scriptura scripturae interpres). It is in and with this mes- 
sage, precisely as it is given in the Word, that I, by the grace of God, 
receive the Spirit who speaks in the Word; and it is only in this way 
that the Spirit is given. A spirit apart from the Word and independent 
of the Word is not God's Holy Spirit. 

The Word of God has a twofold form—as Law and as Gospel. 

The true treasure of the Church is the Gospel, the message of Christ 
and the New Kingdom which God established through Him—the New 
Creation of which Christ is the Head. When we receive the Gospel in 
faith, we enter into the New Age, where we have a share in Christ 
himself and all His grace. The churches of the Augsburg Confession 
have through the centuries boldly declared this (Augustana Art. IV). 
“Also they teach that men cannot be justified before God by their own 
powers, merits, or works, but are justified freely for Christ’s sake, 
through faith, when they believe that they are received into favor, and 
their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake, who by His death has satisfied 
for our sins. This faith God imputes for righteousness before Him” 
(Rom. 3 and 4), 


Gospel Builds Church 

It is the Gospel itself that builds the Church of Christ on earth, the 
Church which is His Body, in which every member is precious and 
indispensable. The most proper task of the Church, Her opus proprium, 
is to proclaim the Gospel, the glad tidings of Christ and His Kingdom; 
and the Gospel contains in itself the entire Kingdom of Christ, for 
“where the forgiveness of sins is, there is also life and salvation.” 

The Gospel must be received in faith. But in this present age it 
encounters much unbelief and false belief. And even of the Christian 
who has become a member of Christ, it must be said that he still 
remains in the Old Order and is beset with much sin. True, this sin 
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has already been judged through our belonging to Christ and we look 
forward in hope to the day when the last remnants of sin, death, and 
the devil will be vanquished. But until this happens, until the Last 
Day, we still live in the Old Age, in ceaseless conflict against the evil 
within and without us. 

Since it is the Church's task to expound the will of God in its full 
extent, the Church must also preach the Law. In the Law we are con- 
fronted by the unchangeable, holy will of God, which prevails at all 
times and for all peoples here upon earth. The Law is an instrument 
in the hand of God, with which He keeps evil within bounds. Not that 
evil can be eradicated by the Law, for only Christ in His Kingdom 
can do that, but the Law tells us that God has not abdicated His 
sovereignty even in this present age, where evil works its will. By 
means of the Law God sets up in the life, both of the individual and 
of society an outward order, without which all human community life 
would disintegrate. 

When the will of God, as expressed in the Law, seeks to break 
down the opposition it encounters in men, it also reveals how strongly 
entrenched self-will is in all of us. It is precisely when the Law is 
taken seriously as God's commandment for our earthly life and for 
human society that it reveals our sin and drives us to Christ. Anyone 
who believes that the New Age is a reality cannot possibly fall victim 
to the false idea that there is here on earth any sphere exempt from 
the sovereign rule of God. It has often been alleged that an eschato- 
logical faith distracts men's interest from the earth. Yet in fact, since 
both the Law and the Gospel reveal the eternal will of God, a living 
proclamation of the Gospel of the New Age leads to the preaching of 
the Law in concrete terms to the Old Age. 


Authority of Ministerial Office 

In order that the Gospel of God's glory and grace, and the Law 
that proclaims God’s will for our earthly life, may always be heard, 
God has given to the Church a Ministry for the preaching of the Word 
and the administration of the Sacraments (Augustana V; II Cor. 5:18; 
Rom. 10:15). Every individual believer has of course not only a right 
but also a duty to bear testimony in word and deed to Christ and to 
what God in Christ has done for him. Yet the office of the Ministry, 
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given to the Church for the public preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of the Sacraments, may be exercised only by those to 
whom the Church, with a due regard for order under the guidance of 
the Word, entrusts it. The Ministerial office, however, does not derive 
its authority from below, as though it were bestowed by a particular 
group of people upon those who preach what they want to hear. Nor, 
furthermore, is the unbroken succession of the Ministry any guarantee 
that the Gospel will be preached. It is the Christian message itself that 
is decisive in the matter of the authority of the Ministry. The Ministry 
is the Ministry of the Word only if the message presented is genuinely 
in harmony with the Gospel and the Law of God. It follows, there- 
fore, that the Ministry must continually be brought to the test of the 
Word. It also follows that when the preacher of the Word presents the 
message purely and clearly, he can do so in the confidence that God 
himself is speaking through him as an ambassador of Christ (II Cor. 
5:20); and the congregation must receive the message as God's own 
Word, which it assuredly is (I Thess. 2:13; Matt. 10:40). The Ministry 
of the Word has thus been entrusted with the great and wonderful 
task of proclaiming to a world in confusion and bondage, not a human 
system of thought nor any “cunningly devised fables,” but God's own 
message of the power and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Peter 
1:16) who has been appointed by God as our Lord and as King of 
that Kingdom of Peace which has been established through His aton- 
ing death and His resurrection. “How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that 
saith unto Zion, ‘Thy God reigneth!’” (Rom. 10:15; Isa. 52:7). 


B, THE SACRAMENTS 

In the overflowing riches of His grace, God brings the Gospel to us 
in manifold ways, not only in the Word, but also in the Holy Sacra- 
ments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Articuli Smalcaldici III, De 
Evangelio, ed. Mueller, p. 319). When these are described as Sacra- 
ments, the meaning is that they have to do with Christ’s work for us, 
not with any work or sacrifice offered by us (sacramentum, not sacri- 
ficium). The Sacraments rest on Christ's own institution, and what 
happens in the Sacraments is that by their means Christ incorporates 
us into Himself and makes us living members of His Body, the Church, 
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In Baptism We Become Members of the Body of Christ 

Our fundamental incorporation into Christ occurs through Baptism. 
In virtue of our natural birth we belong to a race that is under the 
dominion of sin and death, By nature we are members of sinful 
humanity and our entire being is subject to its conditions (original 
sin). By means of Baptism we are set in an entirely new context. We 
become members of the new humanity whose Head is Christ, and 
which in Him participates in the righteousness of God and the life of 
the New Age. That is why Baptism is called “the washing of regenera- 
tion,” for by it we are born into that new existence which God has 
given us through Christ. We become members of the Body of Christ, 
as the Apostle Paul says: “For in one Spirit were we all baptized into 
one body” (I Cor, 12:13). In Baptism a real incorporation into Christ 
occurs, i.e., into His death and resurrection. “We who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death” (Rom. 6:3). But we 
have been baptized also into participation in His resurrection. In this 
connection the Apostle employs a forceful expression, saying that 
through Baptism we have “grown together” with Christ. “For if we 
have been united with Him (symphytoi) in the likeness of His death, 
we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection” (Rom. 6:5). By 
our Baptism we are engrafted into Christ as branches of the Vine. 
Just as our life here in the world is set in a vast context, by which in 
the last resort we are dominated, so it is also with the new context 
in which we have been placed with Christ. “I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me” 
(Gal. 2:20). For when we have become members of Christ's Body, 
then what has happened to Him, who is the Head and the firstfruits, 
applies also to us. The death of Christ is our death; the resurrection 
of Christ is our resurrection. Since it is through Baptism that we are 
brought into this vital relationship to Christ, Baptism is necessary to 
salvation. 


Baptism Affects Whole Christian Life 

But Baptism is not merely an act of initiation. It affects the whole 
of the Christian life, which consists in an ever-renewed dying with 
Christ and rising with Him. It is only in this way that the baptized 
can remain a living member of Christ, a living branch of the true 
vine (John 15:1ff.)—through faith. Christ has died unto sin once for 
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all (Rom. 6:10). Those who belong to His Body must therefore die 
unto “the body of sin” (Rom. 6:6) to which we belong through Adam, 
i.e., through our connection with the Old Age. There is thus for the 
Christian a continuous dying with respect to the old man, who has 
been crucified and must be crucified (Rom. 6:6) and a continuous 
rising with Christ to the life of righteousness. Luther therefore rightly 
answers the question about the meaning of Baptism as follows: “It 
signifies that the old Adam in us is to be drowned and put to death 
by daily sorrow and repentance, together with all sins and evil desires; 
and that a new man is daily to come forth and arise, who shall live in 
the presence of God in righteousness and holiness eternally.” 


Baptism Seal of New Covenant 

Just as circumcision was the seal of membership in the Old Cov- 
enant which God had made with His people Israel, so Baptism is the 
seal of that New Covenant which God has made with us. Remember- 
ing that God’s grace is always “prevenient grace,” our Lutheran 
Church firmly maintains that infants should receive Holy Baptism. 
The Lord himself calls them into His Kingdom and so into His Church, 
when He says: “Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid 
them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven” (Mark 10:14). We 
baptize infants, because the significance of Baptism does not depend 
upon our faith, but upon Christ's institution of it and His sovereign 
action in it. “My faith does not make the Baptism, but receives the 
Baptism” (Luther's Large Catechism). From the time of Baptism 
until death, the baptized has to live his life “in Christ,” growing to- 
gether in Him. Therefore it is the duty of the Church ceaselessly to 
impress upon the baptized, both by its preaching and its actions, the 
meaning of this fellowship with Christ so that they may grow and 
become established in it. Where this connection with Christ has been 
broken by sin and unbelief, the Covenant of Baptism is still in force 
on God's part and remains for man as a ceaseless call to return in 
penitence to the grace of Baptism and the life in Christ. Baptism 
therefore also contains the promise of participation in the eternal 
glory of Christ, when this “body of sin and death” is finally destroyed. 


Lord’s Supper Continually Nourishes and Builds 
Whereas Baptism is a single, unrepeatable act which brings our 
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whole life into relation to Christ, the Lord's Supper is given to us in 
order that by it Christ may continually nourish and build up those 
who are members of His Body. Just as the Feast of the Passover was 
celebrated in memory of what God did when He delivered Israel out 
of Egypt and founded the Old Covenant, so the Lord's Supper is cele- 
brated in memory of what God did when He founded the New Cov- 
enant, established through the atoning death of Christ. “This cup is 
the New Testament in my blood; this do as often as ye drink it in 
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread and drink the 
cup ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come” (I Cor, 11:25f). 


Christ Himself Present 

When the Lord’s Supper is described as a memorial, this must not 
be understood to mean merely a solemn reminder of Christ’s death. 
The essential thing in the Lord’s Supper is, as Luther held, that just 
as the Eternal Word became incarnate in Christ, so He himself is 
present in the bread and wine to build up the Church which is His 
Body. The real presence of Christ moreover is in no way dependent 
on our faith, but upon the incomprehensible grace by which He wills 
to give Himself to us in the Sacrament. The bread that is blessed is 
distributed with these words: “This is the Body of Christ” (I Cor. 
11:24). Here the Christian enters into direct communion with His 
living Lord. Therefore, the bread that is broken is described as “a 
communion of the Body of Christ.” “The bread which we break, is it 
not a communion of the body of Christ? Seeing that we, who are 
many, are one bread, one body: for we all partake of the one bread” 
(I Cor, 10:16 Am. Rey. Ed.). All partake of Christ who is the Head 
of the Church, and who in Himself sums up and governs all things. 
In the Lord's Supper life flows forth from Christ through His Body to 
all His members. 


Sacramental Communion a Mystery 

That living communion with Himself which Christ gives us in the 
Holy Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper is in its essence 
a mystery, something we can never fully comprehend. Here we must 
apply the words of Scripture: “Your life is hid with Christ in God” 
(Col. 3:3). It is, therefore, not surprising that errors have sometimes 
‘crept into the Church, when men have sought to explain the mean- 
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ing and content of the Lord's Supper. We reject as false both the 
magical and the spiritualistic-symbolical interpretation of the Sacra- 
ments. Both these interpretations are equally at variance with our 
faith in Christ as truly incarnate (sarx egeneto). 


No Transubstantiation 

When Christ meets us in Baptism and incorporates us into Himself, 
there is no question of transubstantiation as if the water ceased to be 
water in Baptism. It is precisely by this quite strictly natural means 
that Christ himself wills to be present and to deal with us by the 
power of His Word. But it is also a perversion of the meaning of 
Baptism, when it is asserted that Baptism does not give grace and the 
Covenant, but only bears witness to them. The essential thing in 
Baptism is the quite real relationship which it establishes between 
Christ and the baptized. 

In a similar way it is a perversion of the meaning of the Lord's 
Supper when the Roman Catholic Church speaks of the miracle of 
transubstantiation by which the bread is changed in some mystical 
or magical way into the Body of Christ and the wine into His Blood. 
These are human speculations which have nothing to do with the 
Gospel. It is not at this point that the mystery of the Gospel is found. 
On the contrary, everything here is clear and simple. It is with the 
Lord’s Supper as it is with the Word of God, When God wills to speak 
to us in His Gospel, He does so by way of simple, clear human words. 
From one point of view they are nothing but ordinary human words; 
they are not transformed into anything else, but God uses them to 
make contact with us and speak to us. But it is no less a perversion 
of the meaning of the Lord’s Supper when the thought of the natural 
character of the elements leads to the assertion that the bread and 
wine that are blessed only signify (significant) the Body and Blood 
of Christ, so that the real presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper is 
denied. The essence of the Lord’s Supper is the real presence of 
Christ. As it has pleased God to speak to us by means of simple human 
words, so that we can say that this is in truth God’s Word, without its 
therefore ceasing to be human words, so it has also pleased Christ 
really and truly to come to us by these simple means. Christ himself 
is present in the Bread and the Cup that we bless without their being 
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thereby changed into anything other than what they are. The mystery 
of the Lord's Supper is nothing else than the mystery of the Gospel 
as a whole. It is the mystery of the fact that God has sent into this 
world of death Him who is the Prince of Life and has called us to 
become one with Him and to receive a share in His life. 


C. THE Concn 

Christ and His Church belong inseparably to one another. The 
Church is the Body of Christ and Christ is the Head of the Church, 
as has already been sufficiently said above. When Christ through His 
Spirit builds His Church on earth, He does so by means of the Word 
and the Sacraments. The Church is to be found wherever “the Gospel 
is rightly preached and the Sacraments rightly administered” (Augus- 
tana 6). For in the Word and Sacraments, Christ himself is present, 
and where Christ is, there is the Church. The Church is the Com- 
munion of Saints, not as if its members were holy in a moralistic sense 
or were “perfect,” but because Christ as the Head of the Church is 
its holiness and because His Holy Spirit is at work in the Church for 
the sanctification of its members. Fundamental to the life and work 
of the Church is the Ministry instituted by God which has the duty 
of preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments. This point 
has also been treated above. Our Lutheran Church has quite rightly 
placed very great emphasis upon the Ministry of the Word, for unless 
the Word and Sacraments are at work, the life of the Church cannot 
be maintained. 


Function of the Church 

But the function of the Church is not exhausted in and with the 
preaching and acceptance of the Gospel. The Body of Christ has dif- 
ferent members who are called to minister to one another’s needs, both 
of body and of soul, according to the various abilities. Where the 
Word is at work, deeds follow. The service of love must be the hall- 
mark of the Church (John 13:35). One of the most important tasks 
of the Church at the present time, therefore, is to give to the diaconate 
the position which its importance in the life of the Church demands, 
Even though the State has to a large extent assumed humanitarian 
and philanthropic responsibilities, the Church may not therefore 
neglect the work of service, nor regard it as a merely occasional duty. 
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Just as in the case of Christ himself, Word and Deed belonged to- 
gether, so it must be in the Church. It is only in the unity of the Word 
with the Work of service that the Gospel of the New Age can sound 
forth in its fullness. “We serve and ask for no reward, as Christ has 
served us.” 


Church of Christ One 

The Church of Christ is one: it forms one body and has “one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all” (Eph. 4:4f.). This 
one Church is spread over the whole earth, for the Holy Spirit “calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth 
and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” But 
the Gospel is so exceedingly rich that no one section of the Church 
can claim to have fully and exhaustively comprehended all its wealth. 
One church has grasped more of it, another less. One has penetrated 
to the heart of it, while another has remained more on the circumfer- 
ence. One has grasped one aspect and another another. In this respect 
the churches can learn from each other and help each other to reach 
a simpler, richer, and deeper understanding of the Gospel. 


Human Sin Divides Church 

Christ's Church on earth is divided into a multiplicity of separate 
churches, The reason for this is not to be found simply in the super- 
abundant riches of the Gospel, but also in human sin. Consequently, 
the prayer of our Lord, “Ut omnes unum sint,” constitutes a call to 
repentance for all churches, and puts them under a vital obligation 
to strive for the realization of unity. No church, however, must let 
itself be led by its concern for unity to surrender anything of the truth 
that has been entrusted to it. Therefore, our Evangelical Lutheran 
Church may not surrender anything of what was given to it at the 
Reformation, when it was brought back to the fountain head of the 
Gospel, the message of Christ as our righteousness (“justification by 
faith alone”). Such unity as our church possesses in virtue of its 
obedience to the Word, and of its common Confession, finds ex- 
pression in the deep, inward fellowship in which the individual mem- 
bers are bound up with each other in the body of the Church in spite 
of all differences between them and of the sin that besets them. As 
the vine with its branches and leaves is but one vine, with one com- 
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mon life, so is the Church with its members through whom flows the 
power and life of Christ. Different as they are and remain in nation- 
ality, class, and station, yet in their fellowship with Christ they are 
one. This fellowship is something which calls for constant renewal, 
yet at the same time it is something already given and constantly there. 


God Concerned with Both Realms 

The true treasure of the Church is the Gospel of Christ whereby 
the New Age has come and become a reality among us. This new 
spiritual world is guided and governed by the Gospel alone, but the 
New Age has been brought down into the Old Age, which still con- 
tinues to exist; and this, too, God wills to sustain and govern, to pre- 
vent its being reduced to chaos by the powers of evil. He therefore 
governs it by the Law and by worldly order. This is the meaning of 
Luther's doctrine of the two Realms, the spiritual and the worldly. 
This doctrine is simply an expression of the way in which the two 
Ages interpenetrate. But the two Realms must not be confused with 
one another, for life in the Old Age is subject to other conditions than 
life in the New Age. It is fantastic to imagine that the New Age has 
already come in all its glory in our society or that it can ever be estab- 
lished through any doings of ours. At the same time, it is a perversion 
of the doctrine of the two Realms when the conclusion is drawn from 
it, that God is concerned only with the spiritual Realm and the 
Church, whilst the worldly Realm and the State have laws of their 
own to follow, laws that can be deduced from secular life, inde- 
pendently of the will of God. There is no such thing as the autonomy 
(“Eigengesetzlichkeit”) of political and social life. Such an idea is a 
complete falsification of Luther’s view. The worldly Realm, just as 
much as the spiritual Realm, is God’s own Realm, the one being gov- 
erned by His Gospel, the other by His Law. 


Church Not to Take Over Worldly Affairs 

The Church’s business is to discharge the spiritual function of pro- 
claiming God’s Word both as Law and as Gospel, but it is not its 
business to take charge of worldly affairs. This does not mean, how- 
ever, that the Church has nothing at all to do with the life of society 
and the State. In relation to the State it is not the Church’s task to act 
as a kind of higher tribunal and dominate political life, but to see to 





Dr. P. O. Bersell puts his name on the constitution 


REPORT OF SECTIONS 61 


it that political life as a whole is brought under the light of the Divine 
Word. In this sense, the Church must be the conscience of the State, 
and when the State plainly acts in violation of what the Word shows 
to be right in human and social life, then the Church must pronounce 
the judgment of the Word upon it. This does not mean, of course, 
that the Church's duty is merely to be in opposition, for it must also 
do everything in its power to develop and strengthen the sense of 
justice in the world. For this reason it must also take care never to 
allow the worldly government to dictate to it regarding its own spirit- 
ual functions. If it became subject to the State in this way, it would 
betray its trust and be unable to fulfill its duty of service to the world. 

“The true treasure of the Church is the most holy Gospel of God's 
glory and grace.” God calls us to make use of this treasure. Let it 
therefore be our deep concern and constant prayer that we may not 
keep our talent well preserved by carefully burying it, but use it in the 
service of the Lord who has entrusted it to us. And let us do so in the 
joyous confidence that He who by His Cross and resurrection has 
inflicted a decisive defeat upon all the powers of evil, will assuredly 
carry His cause to final victory and grant us to share with all believers 
in His triumph and His glory. 


REPORT OF SECTION II 
as Amended and Approved by the Assembly 
Performing Her Mission in a Devastated World 


INTRODUCTION 

The mission of the Lutheran Church in the world of today is 
determined by two factors. One is the distinctive message of the 
Church in confessing the Truth. The other is the special need of the 
world in our time. 

Since the teaching of Christ has universal significance, it must have 
practical application to the special needs of the present generation. 
Many human institutions have been annihilated. Many more have 
suffered radical change. The very foundations of stable civilization 
have been shaken. Hundreds of millions of human beings have been 
suddenly hurled into violent death or unspeakable wretchedness. 
What is the special mission of our Church in this extraordinary situa- 
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tion? What is her distinctive message and how shall it be applied in 
this time of devastation? 

This major problem has been broken down into four separate ques- 
tions: (1) How should the Church equip herself for her special task 
in the world of today? (2) How should the Church continue today 
to carry the Gospel to the unevangelized nations? (3) How should the 
Church minister today in serving love to people who are in special 
human need? (4) How should the Church as a whole extend help 
today to her weakened parts? 

In preparing its report the Commission has kept in mind the pur- 
pose of giving direction to group discussion. It has sought to raise 
before the Assembly the issues that ought to be discussed. These brief 
statements are not intended to solve the problems involved. They are 
intended only to define the basic approach to the problems. 


A. EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP 

A devastated world reveals undeniable evidence of the weakness 
of the life and practice within the Church of Jesus Christ. There is 
no weakness in its power or in its potential, for they come from Christ 
in Whom there are no limitations. Its weakness lies in our failure to 
use that power in everyday life. The note of deep agony and suffering 
in our contemporary world gives evidence that we have not believed 
enough in the renewing power of the Gospel, that we have not prayed 
enough, that we have not pleaded fervently enough for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, and that we have not adequately practiced the 
teachings of Jesus Christ in this day of crisis. Perhaps one of the main 
reasons we have not progressed further in Christian living is that we 
have not emphasized that those who do confess the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour must be possessed of that Christlike dynamic which 
compels an active life of service for the Master and His Church. The 
fruitage of Christian faith is good works, a compulsion of lovel 

If ever there was a need for the practice of the Gospel it is now. 
We need to approach the altar of Christ in deep repentance, seeking 
a renewal of faith and hope and purpose and then going out to bear 
witness. Anything less than vigorous living of our faith in every 
avenue of life is failure to fulfill the Lord's purpose for us. 

As an antidote for the ills, weakness and problems of the world 
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today, we state our profound conviction that the pathway of God for 
the spiritual renewal of the Church and of the world will be marked 
out only by a newly aroused and passionately applied program of 
evangelism and stewardship. Taken in their fullest meaning, these 
terms include each other. They are basic, vital activities of the Church. 
God alone can establish His Kingdom (John 3:8). Yet we as Chris- 
tians must exert every effort within our power in evangelism and 
stewardship to aid the Church in fulfilling her mission in a devastated 
world, 
I. DEFINITIONS 

Evangelism is the winning of men to Jesus Christ. Its aim is so to 
present Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit that men 
shall be led, first, to accept Christ as their Saviour; second, to follow 
and serve Him as their King; and, third, to put unlimited trust in Him 
as their Provider and Protector, in the fellowship of the Church. 

Christian stewardship is “the practice of the Christian religion,” on 
the part of those who have been won for Christ. It is man’s response, 
his total response, to God's grace. It is what he does as a Christian— 
all that he does, once he has accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Redeemer. It is, therefore, the complete fruitage of his total Christian 
experience, the fruitage by which his whole faith is tested. “.. . Every 
sound tree bears good fruit...” (Matt. 7:17). 

Both evangelism and stewardship may be correctly defined as "faith 
in action.” The difference is largely one of emphasis. In evangelism 
the emphasis is upon the telling of the good news; in stewardship it is 
upon the doing of the work of the Lord. 

Too often historical Christianity has Presented only one phase of 
Christ's religion, namely, that of coming to Him and receiving His 
gifts of forgiveness, peace, joy and life everlasting. The reaction 
to this one-sided emphasis has produced a “silent laity.” This is one 
heritage which we as a Lutheran church must overcome. Firmly be- 
lieving in the “priesthood of believers,” the church of today must stress 
individual responsibility. Every member must strive to bring the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ to the unchurched, and to practice his Christian 
religion in every phase of his existence. 

Evangelism is necessary because it is not enough to “come and 
see.” The divine balance must be established so that we also “go and 
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tell.” The phrase taken from secular education, “Impression without 
expression is pure waste,” has an application here. That which we 
receive from Christ in and through the church must be shared with 
others. Truly, “ . . . faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:26). 

Stewardship, on the other hand, includes all that man does for the 
Lord and His Church-the use of his time and his personal services 
and talents, and, of course, his money. Stewardship puts its emphasis 
upon the total giving of a Christian to his Lord, and it does not hesi- 
tate, therefore, to insist that this must include his money. We have 
had false notions about money. Money, after all, is human power. It 
is so much human intelligence or brawn or initiative translated into 
the gold or silver one has in his pocket. It is “stored-up power” that 
must inevitably be drawn upon if the Christian is to do God's work. 
When it is used for spiritual purposes, it is spiritual power. “It is not 
the handling of money that contaminates the hand, it’s the gripping it.” 

Christian stewardship is rooted most deeply in the compulsion of 
one’s gratitude to God for His redemptive love through Jesus Christ. 
It rises out of an obedient devotion before the majesty of God. It 
recognizes man as the trustee and God as the sole owner of all things. 
These accents need to be recaptured and made more powerful by the 
Lutheran Church in the world of today. 


Il. SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND 

Evangelism begins with Jesus. “Follow me,” He said to Peter and 
Andrew, “and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). Ever 
since all His followers have been charged with that obligation. 

He issued an even broader directive when He commanded, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations . . . ” (Matt. 28:19). His 
ransomed people He called with a holy calling. “But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). It has been popularly supposed that 
Christ's behest, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations . . .” 
(Matt. 28:19) is only an appeal to enter the ministry and perhaps 
especially to venture into foreign lands as a missionary. We need to 
be reminded that this command of our Lord applies to all Christians, 
to go out wherever they are and bear witness of His love and mercy. 
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The Lord emphasized this command when He stated, “As the 
Father has sent me, even so I send you” (John 20:21). 

In the Book of Acts, chapter 5, verse 42, we see an application of 
these appeals of Jesus in the lives of the early followers: “And every 
day in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 

(Other scriptural references which point out this individual respon- 
sibility are as follows: Matt. 9:37-38, 10:32; Mark 5:19; John 15:8; 
Rom. 10:10; II Cor. 5:20.) 

The scriptural imperative for stewardship is equally clear. Again 
and again the word “do” appears in Christ’s words to His disciples 
and to His people. “Everyone then who hears these words of mine 
and does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the 
rock; . . . And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the 
sand...” (Matt. 7:24ff.). 

How often, too, Christ comes back to the necessity of faith pro- 
ducing fruitage. “You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gath- 
ered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So every sound tree bears good 
fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit . . . . Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matt. 7:16f.). 

James, in the second chapter, verse 20, emphasizes this thought 
very forcefully when he states, “Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
fellow, that faith apart from works is barren?” 

It is impossible for us to escape the implication of the conversation 
Christ had with Peter any more than Peter could: 

“... Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 

“Feed my lambs. . . . Tend my sheep. . . . Feed my sheep” (John 
21:9%.). 

The amazing love of God can produce only one result, if the faith 
of a Christian is real, and that is action! 

(Other scriptural references which point out the necessity of stew- 
ardship are as follows: Matt. 5:16, 16:24; I Cor. 4:1-2; I Cor. 4:7-8.) 

We cannot emphasize too much that the keynote of Christ's religion 
as the receiving of His Grace without any merit is incomplete apart 
from a Christians sense of individual responsibility; that is, the 
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response of the individual through evangelism and stewardship. Every 
member of His Church must give freely of his life and of his posses- 
sions if he is truly a follower of Christ. 

A scriptural reference which indicates the blessing which falls upon 
this complete yielding of life in both evangelism and stewardship is 
found in Luke 6:38: ”. . . give, and it will be given to you, good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put 
into your lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you get 
back.” 


III. MARTIN LUTHER'S APPRECIATION OF EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP 

Luther also stressed individual responsibility as evidence of the 
Christian life. Such an emphasis, though he called it “good works,” 
was another of his amazing insights. We read his penetrating sen- 
tences in the Small Catechism. After reciting all of God’s goodness to 
man: “, . . He has given and preserved to me my body and soul. . . 
and... and... and...” then he goes on with these words that are 
the motivation for all Christian action, for all “good works”: “For all 
of which I am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve and obey Him.” 
Luther is just as positive in the explanation of the second article: “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is my Lord . . . who redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature . . . , in order that I might be His own, live under 
Him in His Kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence and blessedness.” There it all is! Christ redeemed me in 
order that [notice the force of that connective]—in order that I might 
serve Him, everlastingly. 

“Lo! my God, without any merit on my part, of His pure and free 
mercy, has given to me, an unworthy, condemned, and contemptible 
creature, all the riches of justification and salvation in Christ, so that 
I no longer am in want of anything, except the faith to believe that 
this is so. For such a Father, then, who has overwhelmed me with 
these inestimable riches of His, why should I not freely, cheerfully, 
and with my whole heart and from voluntary zeal, do all that I know 
will be pleasing to Him, and acceptable in His sight?” (Martin Luther, 
Christian Liberty). 

Or hear Martin Luther say in his Preface to the Romans: i ER 
impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to 
separate heat and light from fire.” 
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In the same Preface he becomes even more direct: “But he who 
does not do such (good) works is a man without faith. He gropes and 
casts about him to find faith and good works, not knowing what either 
of them is, and yet prattles and idly multiplies words about faith and 
good works.” 

It is this accent, we repeat, that must again be struck in the Lu- 
theran Church. Without evangelism and stewardship, without the 
“good works” described by Martin Luther, our faith may be chal- 
lenged unremittingly and rightly. 

The Augsburg Confession also gives a background for the program 
of individual responsibility. Article Six of the Confession states: “Also 
they teach, that this faith is bound to bring forth good fruits, and 
that it is necessary to do good works commanded by God, because 
of God's will, but not that we should rely on those works to merit 
justification before God.” 

Thus the Augsburg Confession also points out that men ought to 
do good works commanded of God, not for salvation, but as the 
inevitable result of faith. 


IV. EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

What we have said so far clearly indicates that evangelism and 
stewardship are not activities in which we engage or not at will, but 
they are a compulsion of our faith. They are functional. Without them 
the church cannot live and cannot prosper. 

Church membership must mean more than having a name on a 
church roll, being baptized and confirmed, attending services more 
or less frequently. Church membership demands that the members 
engage in a positive effort to do God’s work. Whenever we fail to 
fulfill the constraining plea of Jesus to witness to His love, to bear the 
fruit of our faith, to do good works, we fail our Lord in a devastated 
world. 

Lay activity, the response of the individual to the commands of 
Christ, strengthens the Church. A national church leader in America 
recently stated that he would rather be the pastor of a congregation 
in which 150 of his members, through personal effort on their own 
part, brought into the fold 300 new members and helped share the 
responsibility for their spiritual welfare, than to be pastor of a church 
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in which he alone brought in 50 members and was solely responsible 
for them. It has been truly stated that “he who secures the services of 
ten men is more effective than one who does the work of ten men.” 
This is equally true when it comes to efforts directed toward incul- 
cating a true consecration and devotion in nominal or inactive church 
members. 

Evangelism and stewardship call for definite planning by the 
church. The use of specific methods is not a concession to modern 
ideas but it is in obedience to our Lord himself. Jesus himself inau- 
gurated a plan when He called the seventy and sent them out in a 
program of evangelism, In the Gospel of Luke, the 10th chapter, this 
technique is recorded. Jesus first appointed them (verse la); then 
He gave them assignments (verse 1b); next He showed them the task 
(verse 2). He instructed them, including what to say and what to 
do (verses 3-16); their jubilant success is told in verses 17-19; and 
the reward for faith in verse 20. 

Following specifically the purpose and pattern of Jesus’ methods, 
individual responsibility in this matter of evangelism will result in 
thousands upon thousands, yes, millions of souls throughout the world, 
being brought into the Kingdom of Christ, or being quickened into 
active participation in the program of the church. The basic design 
is putting the individual to work, speaking to others not now a part of 
the church, or encouraging nominal or inactive members to share in 
the responsibility of the church. 

A few examples of how this evangelism combined with a deep sense 
of stewardship has been effectively used are taken from experiences 
in three American cities. While they are specific cases the methods 
employed and results obtained have an application anywhere, either 
to win new souls for Christ, or to revitalize an existing congregation. 

In one city a new mission of only 47 members sent out four visiting 
church members. In four nights of visiting and giving evidence of the 
faith that was in them, these “speaking laity” discovered 18 persons 
who united with the church. No church is too small to achieve happy 
results when individual responsibility is felt. 

In another city a pastor began his ministry in a church of about 300 
members. A group of his people pledged themselves to give one 
evening a week to the purpose of visitation within the congregation 
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for the spiritual strengthening of their own flock and also to visit those 
who were not participating in the church. By this method the mem- 
bership increased to over 800 in five years, with all indebtedness 
liquidated. Worship attendance increased to the point where two 
identical worship services were required. An organized program may 
be successful in the average size congregation also. 

Located in a large city, a Lutheran church which in 1938 had 261 
members and 70 children has employed an organized evangelism and 
stewardship program for seven years. Today there are more than 2,000 
adult members and 700 children. Four Sunday morning worship serv- 
ices are required to handle the attendance. The financial response has 
increased constantly. This congregation is now in the midst of a 
$450,000 building program. Every member of the church is involved 
in the evangelism and stewardship program. Over 300 people are 
engaged in an organized visitation effort. The lay leader of this project 
is a successful Christian business man. 


Community Surveys 

Included in this type of project are community surveys entailing 
house-to-house canvassing, follow-up visitation, Lenten and Advent 
visitation of members of the congregation by other members, Sunday 
school visitation, and encouragement of the youth program. Blessed 
is the community where such a church is found! 

The financial phase of stewardship uses many of the same tech- 
niques as evangelism, and the purposes are much the same. 

In countries where churches depend on voluntary support, the 
every-member visitation is widely and effectively used as a means of 
inviting every member of a congregation to do God's work through 
his regular giving. It must certainly be an evangelism process too. It 
must seek to stir up new consecration, to arouse latent interest, to 
press home again God’s commands to His followers, and to inform 
the members of the work to be done. It is, further, an opportunity for 
each Christian worker to witness to his own faith and love. A similar 
method could readily be adapted to needs of Christian institutions 
supported by voluntary contributions, in countries where state sup- 
port of the church is the rule. 
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Every-Member Visitation 

Related to the every-member visitation is the procedure by which 
each member has been asked to pledge his financial support, usually 
for the period of one year, thus insuring regular giving. When a 
standard of Christian giving is sought, the tithe should always be 
mentioned as a reasonable first step. Since the Christian gives to the 
Lord because his gratitude compels it, then the setting aside of one- 
tenth seems the very least that one can offer his Lord. Second, any 
reasonable or worthy giving, any scriptural giving, must be in relation 
to God's own giving to the individual life. Proportionate giving is, 
therefore, urged. “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and save, as he may prosper . . . ” (I Cor. 16:2ff.). 

The vision of the individual giver must be turned to the wide work 
of the Lord—to world missions, to church extension, to inner missions, 
to Christian education, to all those efforts that reach beyond the 
boundaries of the local parish. For it is experience, repeated again 
and again, that “the light that shines farthest, shines brightest at 
home.” 

Once again it must be stressed, however, that evangelism and 
stewardship are not primarily concerned with techniques. Their deep- 
est interest is, first, to deepen and strengthen the faith of the Chris- 
tian; and, second, to insist that such faith, if it is genuine, must result 
in good works. Evangelism and stewardship begin with God, always! 

He is calling for a complete dedication on the part of His church 
to His program of evangelism and stewardship. Jesus is Victor, not wel 


B. LUTHERAN Wonn Missions Topay 


I. PRINCIPLES 

The task of missions is the proclamation of the Gospel of our 
Saviour. The fundamental impulse which sends Lutherans out upon 
the missionary enterprise today is the saving work, the example, and 
the commission of Jesus Christ. Our Lord himself went about preach- 
ing salvation and seeking to save men and call them into the Kingdom 
of God. He sent out His immediate disciples in quest of the unsaved. 
And He gave as His last commission to His followers through all the 
ages the supreme commandment to go and teach and make disciples. 
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The true body of His believers has always felt the impress of that 
great imperative. 

Moreover, it is the nature of the Christian Gospel that it should be 
propulsive, vital as the mustard seed and pervasive as leaven. The 
outward thrust of the Christian enterprise, like the impelling power of 
divine grace, is inherent in the nature of the Christian Church. The 
Church as the body of believers must live and proclaim the Gospel 
abroad, else it will incur the condemnation of the Lord and atrophy 
and perish. The church in every nation and every local congregation 
of Christians that holds the true faith will let its light shine and will 
propagate its faith in every possible direction. This missionary impulse 
has always proved to be a most vital principle in the life of the church 
in every nation and every individual congregation and must be a 
mighty dynamic in the total body of believers. 

The obligation to carry the Gospel to every human being is a sacred 
responsibility entrusted to all Christians. All the Lutherans of the 
world should co-operate in the discharge of this responsibility. And 
Lutherans hold this trust in common with all other Christian groups. 
In the administration of this trust they have much to learn from others 
and much to teach to others. They will therefore ponder their dis- 
tinctive aims and their distinctive program with respect to the foreign 
mission enterprise in the world of today. 


II. Farr AND PRACTICE 

The special responsibilities that devolve upon Lutherans in the 
administration of the missionary enterprise grow partly out of their 
distinctive conception of the Church and its missionary task, and 
partly out of their distinctive history, including the misfortunes of 
war, The misfortunes of war obviously present Lutherans with a spe- 
cial responsibility and they call for emergency measures in the world 
of today. With reference to the distinctive Lutheran conception of 
the Church and its missionary task we observe that it consists of two 
elements; first, that Lutherans insist upon unity of faith; and second, 
that Lutherans are broadly tolerant of divergence in practice. 

(a) Unity of faith among Lutherans the world over is reflected in 
the common body of doctrine which prevails among them in the most 
widely separated mission fields. Everywhere Lutheran missionaries 
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and the indigenous churches founded by them acknowledge the 
supreme authority of God's Word as recorded in the Bible. They hold 
that Word to be the divinely inspired rule and infallible guide of their 
lives. They believe the Bible to be not only supreme in matters of 
faith but supremely relevant to the most pressing problems of the 
Church and of society in our day. They administer the sacraments in 
the biblical sense and interpret them as the visible Word. And they 
so teach the younger churches which they plant. 

Another element in the unity of the faith that is propagated among 
Lutherans is the central position of Christ. Our distinctive view on 
every other doctrine grows out of our distinctive view of the Person 
and Work of Christ, His complete divinity and His complete human- 
ity, His complete atonement vicariously, His complete justification of 
the sinner by grace alone through faith in Him, and His calling of the 
saved into a mystical fellowship called His Body. The centrality of 
Christ, the Saviour, in their interpretation of the Scriptures gives dis- 
tinctive tone to all Lutheran missions everywhere. 

In their attitude to the non-Christian religions, Lutherans con- 
sistently emphasize the absoluteness of Christianity. They seek to 
understand the religions of the people to whom they preach the Gos- 
pel, and they are ready to recognize any cultural and ethical values 
that these non-Christian nations possess. But Lutherans everywhere 
do not hesitate to call upon all men who are not Christians to forsake 
their religion and accept Christ, who alone saves from sin and imparts 
eternal life. 


Variety of Expression 

(b) Parallel with this unity in faith among Lutherans on the various 
mission fields is the variety of expression which clothes that faith, the 
divergence of practice from field to field. There is great external 
variety among the Lutheran churches and agencies that send out mis- 
sionaries, variety of historical background, variety of nationality, 
variety of language, variety of organization and variety of missionary 
method. In addition, there are wide differences in the fields to which 
the Lutheran churches and agencies send their missionaries, differences 
of cultural framework and religious antecedents. These two sets of 
factors produce wide variety of missionary practice on the various 
mission fields cultivated by Lutherans. 
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These differences in practice must never be permitted to disrupt our 
unity in faith or limit our fellowship with one another. They should 
never diminish our sense of a common aim or shorten the range of 
our co-operation. They are to be welcomed as evidences of the rich- 
ness of the Lutheran faith, proofs of its capacity to produce luxuriant 
growths of Christian souls on a wide variety of cultural soils. They 
imply that there will always be a divergence of missionary methods 
among Lutherans as they cultivate various mission fields and adapt 
their practice to changing needs of time and place. They also suggest 
a great variety of ways in which Lutherans through the foreign mis- 
sion enterprise can help one another and by the grace of God enrich 
one another as together they strive to obey His will. “To the true unity 
of the Church, it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the 
Gospel and the administration of the sacraments. Nor is it necessary 
that human traditions, rites, or ceremonies, instituted by men, should 
be everywhere alike” (Augsburg Confession, Article VII). 


III. CO-OPERATION 

The confessional character of the Lutheran Church the world over 
determines its nature and its relationship to other churches of the 
world. It not only sets us apart but it also leaves a distinctive impact 
of the church upon the world wherever it reaches with its message 
whether at home or abroad. A fully concerted effort of all Lutheran 
churches and agencies is therefore needed to give full force to our 
message in this present world of chaos and uncertainty. 

On the home fields and among the sending agencies, there is such 
variety of type and geographical division that it would be impossible 
to produce immediate unity in policy and organization. This need not, 
however, preclude a unified approach of the Lutheran Church in its 
world mission. It is the purpose of The Lutheran World Federation to 
foster this unified approach. It may be well therefore to Point out 
practical ways in which this unity can be effected in the field of world- 
wide Christian advance. 

(a) There should be full co-operation on the home fields. Adminis- 
trative agencies of missions should realize at all times that they are 
not standing or working alone, but that they are sharing the mission 
task with others. Mutual recognition of each other as brothers in the 
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faith should be the basis of interrelationship. Unhealthy rivalry or 
emphasis of differences between agencies is at times transplanted to 
mission fields and creates divisions where unity and mutual confidence 
should be cultivated. These agencies should, therefore, secure co- 
ordination of effort through free interchange of ideas among them- 
selves, and so far as possible of all available resources both at home 
and abroad. 

This can be facilitated by periodic consultation among mission 
boards that have work in the same or contiguous areas of the world. 
By comparing methods of procedure and aim a united approach may 
be secured. This may lead to uniform standards for missions and mis- 
sionary personnel. Today our missionary candidates in several lands 
are trained in various schools which have no connection or co-ordina- 
tion. If training could be unified, the missionaries would proceed to 
the field with the roots of co-operation already planted. 

Rules as to salary, furlough, working conditions, retirement, etc., in 
the several mission lands should be devised together. There may not 
be complete uniformity in these matters because of varying conditions, 
but there are areas and fields in which uniformity can be achieved. 

The policies of the mission boards in reference to the national 
churches should also be established according to a uniform pattern 
in each geographical mission area. It is there that we look for the 
formation of united Lutheran churches. Measures for establishing an 
indigenous church should be uniform in each area, so that the national 
churches formed under various mission societies may develop into 
self-subsisting churches simultaneously in each area. 

Moreover, the missionary should not narrow his view to his own 
field. A full interchange of resources should be practiced with the 
recognition that each missionary is not only to build on the field where 
he is located, but in the entire country. The personnel and the institu- 
tional facilities of each mission should, as far as practical, be at the 
service of all Lutheran missions in the country. 

Lutherans should also make a common approach to non-Lutheran 
agencies and churches in the foreign mission enterprise. Since the 
Lutheran contribution is distinctive, we must keep our message true 
to its genius and speak with united voice as we co-operate in world 
missionary organizations. 
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Missions Should be Merged 

(b) In the several mission lands steps toward union have already 
been initiated and should be given full encouragement. Resources 
should be pooled in forming strong publication agencies composed of 
all Lutheran missions for producing books, tracts and periodicals. 
Work among students in non-Lutheran schools should be co-ordinated 
by a united policy and agency. Union Lutheran theological seminaries 
should be established and supported by all Lutheran missions together. 
Higher educational institutions of the Church should be union enter- 
prises. Some hospitals, agricultural programs, industrial training, and 
work in other specialized fields would be stronger and more effective 
if conducted together. 

With these union activities, nation-wide Lutheran councils com- 
posed of the mission churches should be formed so that they may 
have full voice and responsibility in developing inter-Lutheran activi- 
ties. With these organized and functioning, an approach should be 
made toward the formation of nation-wide Lutheran churches. They 
will be carrying the work forward when the day of missions is over. 
Their early organization will facilitate the work of today and guar- 
antee the work of tomorrow. 

(c) On a global basis we must recognize and further Lutheran 
solidarity. One phase of this solidarity will be found in the relation- 
ship between the older and the younger churches. Their status in rela- 
tion to one another is changing rapidly. This change should be given 
impetus by the sending agencies. The sovereignty and equality of 
voice and responsibility of all churches, younger and older, should be 
achieved as soon as possible and should be fully recognized. There 
should also be a recognition of our interdependence upon each other. 
We share responsibilities and learn from each other in the task of 
building the Lutheran Church in the world. 

This world-wide solidarity of all Lutherans is imperative today also 
for the full success that we desire in our mission venture. In some 
quarters Lutheranism is endangered by encroaching pressure of non- 
Lutheran forces. “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” Full 
loyalty to our confessional principles and to all brothers in the faith 
should be expected of all, lest a weakening of one group should 
weaken the entire body. Likewise we need a united front against the 
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enemies of the Church. As special problems confronting us today we 
call attention to secularism, anti-Christian ideologies, and pseudo- 
Christianity on the part of non-Christian religions. As Lutheran Chris- 
tians we are called by God to make fullest use of our dynamic heritage 
for the welfare not only of Lutheranism, but of the entire Christian 
Church. 

To aid in this world-wide united approach it is recommended that 
Lutheran foreign mission conferences be held in convenient geographi- 
cal areas and in connection with the assembly of The Lutheran World 
Federation, 

IV. Our Present EMERGENCY 

The present continuing emergency that faces Lutheran missions is 
nothing less than a crisis. It calls for further Lutheran co-operation 
at home and affects whole sections of the Lutheran Church on the 
foreign field. This crisis is the common responsibility of all Lutherans 
in the world. Missions and younger churches that are left without a 
supporting agency should be helped by the churches of the whole 
World Federation of Lutheranism. 

Such help should be allocated by The Lutheran World Federation 
after careful study of the past program and expenditures on the fields. 
The administration of each field in need should be by an agency hav- 
ing background and sympathies as nearly as possible like those of the 
agency that has previously conducted the mission work. The sponsor- 
ing agency should then fit its program as closely as possible to that 
which has already been established. This will avoid a break in con- 
tinuity of the work and the loss of time that always results from radical 
changes and reorganizations. Therefore it may be wise in many cases 
to entrust the supervision of “orphaned missions” to European mis- 
sionary agencies, if this type of aid is to be continued for a consider- 
able period of time. In cultural and ecclesiastical affinities they would 
be closer to the former agency than the American churches, and they 
could more naturally fall into the pattern already established on the 
field. 

In any case, where help must be given, it should be given with the 
purpose of building self-supporting, self-governing, and self-propa- 
gating Lutheran churches. Those that are well on the way in this 
development may need a minimum of help, but should be encouraged 
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to take the final steps of independent organization at this time. Other 
fields, where the possibilities of future development are great and the 
native resources for meeting them are small, should receive prefer- 
ential attention. 


“Orphaned Missions” Should be Restored 

While this ad interim help is given, it is with the hope that all 
“orphaned missions” will be restored to their original supporting 
agencies as soon as possible. All programs of present aid should be 
geared into such a plan, and the return be speeded to the utmost. The 
welfare of the sending churches involved depends largely upon a free 
missionary outlet for their evangelistic zeal. Even while these missions 
are under the sponsorship of other churches of The Lutheran World 
Federation, support and assistance in personnel should be encouraged 
from the original sponsors and from other younger churches as well 
as from the agencies now providing the ad interim support. 

In order that these “orphaned missions” may not be despoiled by 
the ravages of war or the adjustments of peace, and since Christian 
missions by their nature are supernational, we recommend that this 
Assembly unite its voice with that of the International Missionary 
Council in an urgent request to our several governments that they see 
to it that mission and church property be safeguarded and preserved 
for the purposes of Christian evangelism and that they be restored, if 
possible, to the churches and missionary societies of all lands which 
have used them for the propagation of the Gospel. 


C. Herring ONE ANOTHER 
(1) Through Christian Serving Love 


I. OBJECTIVE 
The role of the Church's mission of love is the creation of a Chris- 
tian society through regenerated personalities. It uses every worthy 
resource of society for the fullest development of mind, body and 
soul. Since there is a reciprocal relation between the individual Chris- 
tian and the group to which he belongs, the Church must seek to suf- 
fuse every aspect of society with Christian motive and impulse. 
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II. GENERAL DIRECTIVES 

To fulfill these purposes it is necessary that the Church re-examine 
its equipment and resources for a social ministry. New skills such as 
case work with individuals, personal counseling and psychiatry have 
been developed for the service of people in need. The tremendous 
pressures under which children, families, and aged people are living 
have left their tragic marks on human personalities not only in the 
war-torn countries, but also in nations where the destructiveness of 
war has not been so keenly felt. To heal and restore broken lives the 
Church must employ the special skills of approved secular social work 
and must suffuse them with the transforming spirit of Christ. 


Leaders Must be Provided 

For the accomplishment of this Christian service adequately pre- 
pared leaders must be provided. They must have genuine Christian 
motives, deep understanding and broad knowledge of social problems 
and the ability to diagnose and treat the underlying causes of human 
ills, which appear in divergent forms in individual lives. 

The Church must supply an essential stream of Christian personnel 
to give religious direction and religious value to social work and 
philanthropy not under its control. 

The entire body of believers must be enlisted in this service: 

(a) To witness to the dignity of the individual and his value in 

the sight of God. 

(b) To demonstrate in society the power of a blessing-dispensing 

congregation of priests, a royal people of God. 

(c) To provide all people, regardless of race or economic class, 

with a service which goes beyond the administration of 
material relief to enable each individual to attain the full- 
ness of life in Christ Jesus. 
To resist aggressively and skillfully the unchristian and anti- 
Christian forces that degrade and desecrate human lives and 
divinely ordained institutions, such as marriage and the 
family. 


(a 


III. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
(a) A constant exploration of the areas of human need with a 
study of social trends, community-wide and nation-wide, and their 
effect upon the lives of individuals. 
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(b) An evaluation of the services established to meet existing needs 
and to determine future planning. 

1. A study of the program, organization and administration of 
the Church's welfare services. 

2. An examination of similar work conducted by other agencies, 
both public and private. 

3. Co-ordination of all services to avoid duplication and over- 
lapping as far as possible. 

(c) A comprehensive study of personnel needs. 

1. Recruiting. 
2. Training. 
3. Placement. 

(d) Promotion, 

1. To insure intelligent appreciation of the task before the 
church, 
2. To win adequate financial support. 

We recommend that serious consideration be given to the organi- 
zation of an international Lutheran conference on social welfare and 
its integration into the total program of The Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. This conference should be held in connection with the Assembly 
of The Lutheran World Federation. In the interim its work would be 
largely on a regional basis. 


(2) Through Church Reconstruction and Rehabilitation 

In days of cataclysm such as overtook the world in the great war, 
the all-encompassing disasters do not spare the Church. She and those 
who constitute her membership go through the fires, too, exactly as 
do all other institutions and all their neighbors in the world. God does 
not shelter the righteous nor pamper them as a reward for their devo- 
tion. There is no external difference, for all suffer the same physical 
experiences. The contrast is an inner one, how men receive and accept 
their testing experience. To the Church and Christians, the fires mean 
purging, purifying and testing. They may mean discouragement and 
despair for those whose faith is not firmly anchored in God. Never- 
theless, we hold and confess that “Whatsoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith” (I John 5:4). Therefore, it is imperative that the 
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Church express its faith also by engaging in the work of reconstructing 
and rehabilitating its distressed and discouraged sectors. 


I. MOTIVATION 

In approaching this responsibility, it is necessary to clarify and 
define the motive which prompts such activity. 

Emotional sympathy will not furnish the sustained driving power 
to carry through to final victory. Certainly compassion for those in 
dire physical distress will move the hearts of many to spasmodic and 
temporary relief, but this is an accessory motive rather than a basic 
one. Humanitarianism alone will fall short of the ultimate goal be- 
cause it is too limited in its outlook and power. 

Equally inadequate is the motive of a common race or of traditional 
national sympathies. In the task which confronts the Lutherans of the 
world even these motives must be subordinated to and integrated with 
motives that are deeper and more inclusive. The motive must tran- 
scend national barriers and loyalties. 

Neither is it an adequate motive to restrict church reconstruction 
to eleemosynary activities. Inner Missions and its related social work, 
noble as they are, must be regarded as arms of the Church, whereas 
the program of reconstruction and rehabilitation embraces the entire 
Church in all its members and aspects. 


Motive in Unity of Church 

The all-compelling motive is to be found in the essential unity of 
the Church in Jesus Christ. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body” (I Cor. 12:13). “And whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it” (I Cor. 12:26). The keen pangs run 
through hearts far away. The pulsing oneness of the Church transmits 
the sense of Christian sympathy more poignantly than does the mere 
bond of a common humanity. The ache that results from being mem- 
bers one of another because we are all members of the Body of Christ 
far exceeds in intensity the twinges of humanitarianism. 

Constrained by the love of Christ and obedient to His will, the 
Church must move to reconstruct and rehabilitate those members 
which are endangered and in distress. We are a brotherhood of be- 
lievers in Christ, a household of faith, “built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner- 
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stone, in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an 
holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for 
an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 2:20-22). On this 
high spiritual level we can go forward in Prayer assured of God's 
blessing and of ultimate victory over every difficulty. One is our 
Master and one is our struggle. 


II. OBJECTIVES 

Obviously the cause which requires such high motivation must be 
a noble one. The objectives to be achieved have enduring and pro- 
found significance for the Church and her fellowship of believers. 

We are called by God to be workers in His rebuilding of the walls 
of Zion. The foundation and cornerstone which God has laid remain, 
but the superstructure has suffered great violence in recent years. 

In particular the objective is to preserve and strengthen the Church 
of the Reformation. No church has suffered more severely than ours. 
Under God she was brought into being with heroic acts of faith in 
times as difficult as these. Throughout the intervening centuries she 
has withstood the assaults of many foes and outlasted all vicissitudes. 
During the last terrible decade especially, stalwart men of faith have 
resisted satanic forces, some unto blood, while others have stood in 
great peril. Dangers both from within and without now threaten her 
very existence; wherefore we must resolutely preserve and strengthen 
this Church of the Augsburg Confession. This is our Church; we must 
stand by her in this time of need. This is the faith of our fathers; we 
must be loyal sons and daughters. 

Through our faithful allegiance to the Lutheran Church, we also 
desire to further the spirit of true ecumenicity. Powerful forces are at 
work to discredit and destroy the whole Christian Church, so that we 
must be prepared to co-operate with other Christians wherever pos- 
sible for the common good of all Christendom. 


Peace an Objective 

Another consequence of this rebuilding will be a substantial con- 
tribution toward lasting peace among the nations. No factor is so vital 
to a just peace among the nations of the earth as God’s eternal prin 
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ciples of equity and justice, comprehended in the spirit of love and 
mercy as revealed in Jesus Christ. 
These are the ends which we hope to achieve. 


II. THE Task 

In order to understand the task we must make an appraisal of the 
situation. What are the facts as related to the church, particularly to 
the Lutheran Church? This statement will be concerned primarily 
with the situation in Europe. 

The war created national hatreds which threatened the unity of the 
Lutheran Church. War, by its very nature, tends to divide and dis- 
unite the Church which has its fellowship on both sides of the conflict. 
It will require many years and much of the grace of God to eradicate 
all the bitterness and eliminate all the suspicions engendered by the 
war. 


Faith and Morals Suffer 

The barbarities, inhumanities, and corruption of character which 
accompany war have wrought havoc with the faith and morals of 
many members of the Church. This widespread spiritual deterioration 
is accompanied by an inertia that is worse than despair. It greatly 
weakens the potential of the churches to rehabilitate themselves. 

The situation is further aggravated by the fact that the ranks of the 
ministry have been greatly depleted in some countries. There is little 
hope for adequate reinforcement for several years to come, partly 
because some of the institutions in which recruits could have been 
trained have been destroyed. Theological libraries have been ruined. 
Books and periodical publications cannot be produced, either for 
devotional or for educational purposes. Then, too, a stupendous num- 
ber of persons have become homeless and helpless, and this has in- 
creased enormously the need for charitable institutions. At the same 
time many of the buildings formerly used by the Church for charitable 
purposes have been destroyed. 

In the light of these facts, the task is clear. We must do everything 
in our power to help these churches rehabilitate their spiritual life 
and work, It means that help should be granted to provide the follow- 
ing: religious literature, Bibles, catechisms, prayer books, religious 
textbooks; houses of worship-restoration of damaged buildings and 
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assistance in erecting modest chapels; assistance to pastors and Chris- 
tian workers and rehabilitation of personal equipment; grants to theo- 
logical institutions for the training of pastors and other Christian 
workers; grants to charitable institutions. 

The problem is further complicated by the dislocation of masses of 
people. Their physical need cries out for relief. The provision of cloth- 
ing, food and medicines to alleviate suffering is imperative. This is a 
major problem for the governments of the world. We of the Christian 
Church have an obligation in conscience to call upon government to 
solve this problem. It is our responsibility to offer supplemental gifts 
so long as the critical need exists. 

However, we conceive our task to be primarily one of spiritual 
reconstruction. It is a tremendous task to which we must give our- 
selves wholeheartedly and sacrificially. 


IV. METHOD or OPERATION 

A task so stupendous requires such energy that we will not grow 
weary or become discouraged. Much patience and forbearance will be 
needed, because it cannot be done quickly. Mutual understanding 
among all concerned is essential to effectiveness. Agreement in the 
objectives must be achieved between the giving and receiving 
churches. 

The magnitude of the task demands that all our resources must 
become available for the work. All our churches which are able to 
make a contribution should be enlisted and encouraged to give maxi- 
mum service. Our scattered energies and resources must be brought 
together into the fullest co-operation and utmost co-ordination. An 
over-all strategy must be devised and employed in order to achieve 
maximum results. The task deserves the best effort which we can give. 
Let us inspire one another to vigorous faith and provoke one another 
to good works. 

The Lutheran World Federation in its constitution states as one of 
its purposes: “To support Lutheran groups in need of spiritual and 
material aid.” From its organization in 1923 The Lutheran World Con- 
vention declared it to be one of its purposes to assist weak and endan- 
gered Lutheran churches. Throughout the intervening years, it has 
carried on such work with a minimum of organization. The new con- 
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stitution makes provision for co-ordinating this work so that it may 
be done more effectively. Here, then, is an opportunity to make use 
of the new organization to help one another. 

Briefly outlined the plan is this: 

Authorize and instruct the Executive Committee to exercise the 
general oversight of all the work. It should make a comprehensive 
appraisal of all the needs and classify them in the order of their im- 
portance, so that the most urgent things are given first attention. It 
should also undertake to co-ordinate the work among the national 
committees of the giving churches, so there will be no duplication or 
omission. The same should be done with reference to the Reconstruc- 
tion Department of the World Council of Churches. Much of this can 
be done through the Executive Secretary of The Lutheran World 
Federation, but it cannot be carried to completion without the par- 
ticipation of all sections and members of the Federation. 

National committees will then know the specific responsibility rest- 
ing on them and will be able to devote themselves assiduously to their 
tasks knowing that other parts of the work are being assumed by 
others. The Executive Secretary should be in constant touch with the 
entire program and be available to give assistance wherever difficul- 
ties arise. 

Through him the Executive Committee should also seek out the 
ablest available personnel for service in the various countries where 
this work is being done. Such representation is needed to make the 
reconstruction work effective. Thus we shall call into operation the 
new organization and bind together our far-flung forces in one com- 
mon enterprise. 

This work of mutual help will produce many fruits, both direct and 
indirect. It will bring relief to those who are now in distress, and cheer 
to those who are faint and discouraged. It will strengthen the Church, 
not only in its weakened sectors but in its entire body. The work of 
Christian rehabilitation will apply the grace of God to needy souls, 
and it will bring blessing to all who engage in it, It will manifest our 
faith and show forth the love of Christ. Therefore we call upon all 
Lutheran churches and all their members to dedicate their energies 
and their life to this task. 








Kr 
Two delegates from the Orient, Bishop Gerhard May and Superin- 


Miss Hemalatha John of India and tendent Dr. George Traar of Austria 
Dr, P'eng Fu of China 
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REPORT OF SECTION III 
as Amended and Approved by the Assembly 
Facing the Problems in a Troubled World 


Fundamental changes have taken place in the world during the last 
hundred years. As far as the outward tempo is concerned, events have 
moved more rapidly than in any previous period of history. As a result 
of modern technology, nations have been drawn so closely together 
that their problems are no longer merely domestic. Decisive questions 
now have universal significance and are basically the same every- 
where, no matter how they may differ in their external manifestations. 

The disruptive elements in our civilization have been aggravated in 
the aftermath of the second world war. As man set about progressively 
conquering the material world, he lost his sense of values. Christian 
presuppositions have largely disappeared from modern society, Living 
under the influence of secularism, many have been alienated from 
God and few have remained unaffected. Confusion and chaos are 
evident everywhere. The tensions which divide the nations cloud the 
prospect of peace. 

When men see no solution for the dilemma in which they stand, 
they yield to despair. In some instances, they lose their identity in 
the masses or even their desire to live. Man’s vaunted confidence in 
progress has been proved false. Hopelessness is inevitable when reli- 
ance is placed solely upon human resources. 

Only as man turns to God and finds his eyes opened to discern the 
divine history which entered this world with Christ, can he be led 
from disillusion and futility to confidence and strength. The hope of 
the Christian is not vain. It is not built upon man-made foundations. 
Christian hope is grounded in eternal reality and springs from God's 
own act in behalf of all mankind. 

The urgent task of the churches is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in a way which the world can understand and in terms which 
will come to grips with the issues of our day. In seeking to fulfill this 
task, emphasis must be laid on two basic truths: 

1) Through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, man is restored 
to his rightful relationship with God. In this relationship he becomes 
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convinced of an individual responsibility which no person or party 
can assume for him. His dignity as a man is secured. A true fellow- 
ship is established which will survive every adversity of life or death 
and open the way to a joy which passes human understanding, 

2) From the vantage point of this fellowship with God, man sees 
himself and his relations with his fellow-men in new perspective. His 
illusions vanish. He is impelled to struggle for a fuller expression of 
God's will. He knows that he does not fight alone. God will ultimately 
prevail. 

The proclamation of these basic truths stands as the primary task 
of the churches today and always. It also supplies the most important 
contribution to the solution of human ills. No other activity can be 
substituted. More than anything else the world needs men whose 
hearts and wills have been changed by the power of the Gospel. 

The solution of the complex problems of society requires a refine- 
ment of human relations to which the Christian message is directly 
relevant. The benefit of Christian insights for a world society of order, 
justice, and brotherhood can be placed at man's disposal. If the 
churches want to speak effectively in this area, they must speak con- 
cretely. By way of illustration, we set forth certain principles which 
we believe bear closely upon the needs of the troubled world today. 

1. The rights and freedoms of man must be recognized and 
observed in society. 

This claim does not root in any dignity which man possesses of 
himself. Man has been dignified by his creation in the image of God, 
by the demonstration of God's love for him in Jesus Christ, and by 
the calling wherewith God has called him. 

The Christian's judgment of society is therefore determined not by 
political form or economic system, but by the extent to which man’s 
rights and freedom are recognized. In our time, a sharp distinction 
must be drawn between a free society on the one hand, where man 
can speak and act according to conscience and, on the other hand, 
any kind of state where, through fear and coercion, he must submit to 
the will of a ruling power. The Christiane voice must be raised in 
unmistakable protest when man’s rightful freedom is denied, 

We view with appreciation the emergence of an international re- 
sponsibility to promote respect for human rights. International accept- 
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ance of a Declaration of Human Rights and of such conventions as 
are necessary to carry out its intent will give strength to this develop- 
ment. Religious liberty should be inclusively construed in a Declara- 
tion, and the rights and freedoms necessary thereto be explicitly safe- 
guarded in a convention. We consider it imperative that freedom of 
conscience to hold or to change beliefs be regarded as an absolute 
and sacred right; and, further, that freedom to express beliefs in wor- 
ship, association, teaching, propagation, and practice be limited only 
by the requirements of public order and the rights and freedom of 
others. 

2. Men and nations live under the Law of God. 

When God's laws are broken or disregarded, suffering and catas- 
trophe inevitably result. Moral law must progressively find expression 
in international law and be accepted by separate nations as the law 
of the land. If the present effort of the United Nations to develop and 
codify international law observes this principle, it can mark an im- 
portant step toward a world society wherein the fears and suspicions 
which now divide the nations will be dispelled. 

3. Racial discrimination and persecution must give way to 
brotherhood on the basis of mutual understanding, re- 
spect, and helpfulness. 

Men of every race, language, and nationality are one in nature and 
of equal worth in the sight of God. Christ died for all men. No group 
is inherently superior or inferior to any other. The existence of recog- 
nized inequalities gives added responsibility, not added privilege, to 
those who are in favored positions. 

This conviction of man's equality before God must be appropriately 
reflected in human society, both domestic and international. The rights 
of minorities must be respected. Where freedom is met with responsi- 
bility, racial distinctions should not be drawn in economic, civic, cul- 
tural, social, or religious pursuits. Every effort should be made to 
bring dependent peoples as speedily as possible to autonomy or self- 
government within the world family of nations. 

4. Every person has the responsibility to contribute to the 
highest standard of community life. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ has significance not only for the indi- 
vidual but also for the community. We are convinced that by the 
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application of its truth a greater improvement in social relations is 
possible than through any other means. 

We recognize that the social need is great all over the world. In 
many lands this need has manifested itself in serious social tensions. 
Conditions in any one country inevitably have an effect upon the well- 
being of people in other lands. 

In their daily life, by word and deed, all Christians have a respon- 
sibility to testify to their faith. This holds true in relation between 
employers and employees, as well as in all other individual and cor- 
porate activities in the community. 

5. Every nation must yield a measure of national sovereignty 
in the interest of the common good. 

When a nation seeks only its selfish interests and disregards the 
rightful interests of others, it is violating a fundamental Jaw of cor- 
porate neighborliness. Manifestations of unrestrained nationalism lead 
to an exaltation of man and of nations above God and above other 
peoples. 

If there is to be peace in our time, imperialistic practices must be 
stopped. This holds true in the more obvious forms of aggression and 
the use of force. It holds equally true in the more subtle expressions 
of economic privilege and expansion. Power is not wrong in itself, but 
it must be wielded as a trust from God and with a sense of responsi- 
bility to meet the legitimate claims of all men. 

6. The processes of international collaboration must be 
strengthened, 

To be truly representative, the United Nations should as speedily 
as possible include all nations in its membership. It exists as an 
agency through which the peoples of the world can co-operate, if they 
will, to promote peace and order with justice. Particularly important 
are those purposes according to which it seeks to attack the under- 
lying economic, social, humanitarian, and cultural causes of inter- 
national disorder. 

At the same time, the weaknesses of the United Nations, both in 
structure and in operation, must be frankly seen. Every effort should 
be made to utilize to the fullest degree the facilities for international 
action which are now provided in the Charter and to strengthen the 
Organization by the processes of amendment which the Charter allows. 


920 ‘Tue LUTHERAN Wonn FEDERATION 


7. More effective measures must be taken to remedy im- 
partially the devastation and dislocation resulting from the war. 

In the administration of relief, governmental and nongovernmental 
agencies must avoid placing selfish political, economic, or organiza- 
tional interests before human need. By co-operation of all concerned, 
the processes of reconstruction must be speeded. We reaffirm the posi- 
tion, formally announced by many church groups, that prisoners of 
war should be promptly released and permitted to return to their 
homes and to engage in peaceful work. 

We call particular attention to the problems resulting from dis- 
placed persons, expellees, and refugees. The tragic lot of millions of 
persons—men, women, children—is beyond comprehension. The re- 
covery of Europe and, in fact, of the world, cannot be achieved while 
this situation continues to exist. The present impasse must be broken 
and apparently it can be broken only at the political level. The Chris- 
tian conscience must therefore be voiced, individually and collectively, 
to stimulate urgently needed action by the United Nations, by separate 
governments, and by the Council of Foreign Ministers. (See Resolu- 
tion in Appendix annexed.) 

8. Reconciliation must become a consistently operating prin- 
ciple in human relations. 

The Christian who has heard and responded to the message of 
reconciliation to God in Jesus Christ knows the depth of its meaning 
in the divine-human relationship. He can best interpret its meaning 
for relations among men. 

Severe tensions and divisions disturb our modern society. In varied 
forms they will doubtless continue to appear. No individual, group, or 
nation is without sin. All men are guilty before God. Reconciliation 
must therefore become a mutual process whereby men forgive each 
other and receive forgiveness. Only from such a spirit can there 
develop the forthright action which the world must take in approach- 
ing the solution of its otherwise baffling problems. 

The responsibility for the Christian testimony which has been illus- 
trated in the foregoing principles rests upon the individual Christian 
as a member of the Church and as a citizen of his country. Whatever 
his vocation may be—civic, industrial, professional—he must see and 
make known the connection between God’s will and the life of man. 
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The churches as corporate bodies have an obligation to set before 
individuals and governments, in terms that all men can grasp, the 
insights which are derived from Christian truth. While there are dis- 
tinctive heritages which each communion will emphasize, the effective- 
ness of Christian representation in the field of world affairs will 
normally increase with interdenominational co-operation. We welcome 
the establishment of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs by the World Council of Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council. We see in it an agency through which the churches 
can be informed on world issues and through which the testimony of 
the churches, when it is formed, can be mediated to international 
political bodies. 

Above all, the Christian churches throughout the world must more 
convincingly demonstrate in all their relationships the order of justice 
and brotherhood which they enjoin upon the world of nations. This 
must begin in the local congregation and be expanded in an ever- 
widening circle. We recognize that the Church as the Body of -Christ 
is one. Without forsaking or compromising our fundamental convic- 
tions, we must at every possible point join hands with our fellow- 
Christians in seeking mutually accepted goals by commonly accept- 
able methods. 

In offering this testimony which flows from the truth of the Gospel, 
we have no guarantee of its success in the world of men and nations. 
As Christians, our confidence about the ultimate course of the world 
is in God and we do not cease waiting for the day of the Lord. We 
realistically face the enormity of the task which confronts us in a 
world where men are tempted to bow before the seemingly insur- 
mountable forces of evil. We realize the frailty of the human instru- 
ment through which God must work and we know that our efforts 
prove ineffective when we ourselves become party to the evils we 
condemn. Nevertheless we do not despair. We know that the God of 
history and of eternity, who is at the same time the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, is our Refuge and our Strength. He has called us 
into His service to minister to the needs of a troubled world. We must 
release His power among men. 


And now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in 
the Church of Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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APPENDIX 

The first Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation has been 
deeply moved by the grave material and spiritual distress in which 
more than 40 million homeless and displaced persons and refugees 
find themselves at the present time. Many of these are members of 
Lutheran Churches; 

The Lutheran World Federation is anxious to take all possible 
steps, in co-operation with all ecumenical and international relief 
organizations, particularly the Refugee Commission of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Refugee Organization, in 
order to alleviate the suffering of these displaced persons; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

1. Urgently to request the authorities of all churches belonging to 
The Lutheran World Federation to do all in their power to persuade 
the governments of their countries to adopt without delay suitable 
measures for bringing effective help to these homeless and displaced 
persons and refugees, without regard to their origin, language, nation- 
ality, or status. 

2. To urge the relief organizations of the Lutheran churches to 
extend their work by adopting a comprehensive resettlement policy, 
especially for Lutheran churches and congregations in exile, and by 
energetically promising the international initiatives necessary to create 
possibilities of decent human existence for the masses of men who are 
in such desperate need. 

3. The President and Executive Secretary of The Lutheran World 
Federation are requested to bring these resolutions to the govern- 
ments chiefly concerned, the General Secretary of the United Nations, 
and the Presidium of the International Refugee Organization; to take 
the necessary organizational measures for carrying out the resettle- 
ment plan of The Lutheran World Federation; and above all to defend 
the sacred right of refugees and minorities to conduct their Church 
affairs in their mother tongue and according to their own Confession. 





RESOLUTIONS 
Passed by the Assembly 
July 4, 1947, Lund, Sweden 


As we now draw to the close of these important days, The Lutheran 
World Federation feels moved to express its thanks both to God and 
men. 

l. We join in thanksgiving to the living God. In Him we have 
our life and hope. In Him we pray that we may do our work, 

We will rise in humility and gratitude for the results of this Assem- 
bly, which in the midst of a confused world has resulted in a per- 
manent Lutheran World Federation, and we pray that God, who 
desires to bless and save all the world, may also use us and this 
Federation in His service. Soli deo gloria. 

2. We thank The Most Reverend Dr. Erling Eidem, Archbishop 
of Uppsala, Sweden, for his service to the Lutheran churches, for his 
invaluable assistance in the re-establishment of this world-wide organ- 
ization of Lutheranism; for his personal leadership as President, and 
for his guiding inspiration at this convention. 

We thank the Bishop and the Dean of Lund for their cordial recep- 
tion of the Convention in the inspiring surroundings of the wonderful 
St. Lawrence Church, the oldest metropolitan cathedral of all Scan- 
dinavia, and we thank the City of Lund for its kind reception of this 
great influx of strangers. Likewise we express our sincere appreciation 
to the Swedish authorities for their eminent helpfulness toward us. 

We thank the honorable University of Lund for its hospitality in 
placing its splendid physical facilities at our disposal. We thank the 
Akademiska Föreningen for offering us the use of its fine building 
during this week. We thank the Local Committee, with its untiring 
Docent Askmark and Dr. Schlyter, for excellent work, and we regret 
that it is impossible to mention by name all who have been our most 
cordial hosts during the convention. We thank them all. 

We thank the newspapers and the National Broadcasting Company 
for their service in our behalf, 
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3. In harmony with the report of Section 2 (IV) regarding “or- 
phaned missions,” be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized to pro- 
mote the widest possible co-operation of Lutheran churches through- 
out the world in rendering assistance to mission fields whose normal 
support is temporarily interrupted, to the end that all Lutheran mis- 
sion fields may be preserved during the present emergency period, and 
returned to the agencies formerly supporting them as soon as the latter 
are again able to assume their support and control. 

4. With further reference to certain specific problems in this field, 
be it 

Resolved, That The Lutheran World P 'ederation note and agree 
in principle with the following proposals agreed upon at the second 
meeting of members of the International Missionary Council and the 
Deutsche Missionsrat held at Baarn, Holland, May 7-9, 1947, concern- 
ing the trusteeship for German mission fields. 

“a. That the societies which at present exercise trusteeship for 
former German work, by regular report to the Deutsche Missionsrat 
and to the society concerned, enable the Germans to take an intelligent 
part in the development of affairs. 

“b. To invite the German societies, when important decisions 
have to be taken, to put their experience and insight at the disposal 
of the responsible (trustee) agencies. 

“c. To give opportunity to the German societies to participate 
in the decisions that have to be taken about structural changes as, e.g., 
the union of churches, the creation of autonomous churches, etc. 

“d. It would be of great importance if, when agreements have 
to be made or altered between German societies and other agencies 
which are temporarily carrying the trusteeship of former German 
work, the International Missionary Council were to act as the clearing 
house. This will call for the closest collaboration with all churches and 
missions, which have been aiding the German societies, especially The 
Lutheran World Federation.” 

(Commentary: It is understood from reports of the Baarn meet- 
ing, that the term “clearing house” implies essentially an exchange of 
information and a facilitation of whatever arrangements may be agreed 
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upon as mutually satisfactory to the parties primarily concerned, but 
not a legislative function.) 

5. In harmony with the report of Section 2 (III, a), regarding 
co-operative procedures in the formation of indigenous churches; and 
to the end that in each area a National Lutheran church may be 
developed, including all Lutheran churches in the area, so that an 
indigenous, self-supporting Lutheran church may carry forward in a 
unified way the work of the Kingdom in that area, be it 

Resolved, That The Lutheran World Federation request its 
member churches to encourage the formation, as soon as practicable, 
of united Lutheran churches in the various mission fields. 

6. Believing that God is willing to accept the service of all of His 
followers, and that He will empower and direct all who in true faith 
and devotion, would serve Him in the promotion of the work of His 
Kingdom, be it 

Resolved, That The Lutheran World Federation encourage all 
member Lutheran churches to give earnest consideration to measures 
intended to develop a larger measure of activity on the part of the 
laymen of the church. 

7. Believing that Christ Jesus is the answer to the sins and sorrows, 
disillusionments and discouragements, hopes and aspirations, of the 
youth of today’s world; and recognizing the present strategic oppor- 
tunity of the Church both to proclaim the saving Gospel of Christ to 
youth, and to utilize the Church's youth in active Christian service, 
be it 

Resolved, That we call upon our Lutheran churches everywhere to 
give continued and increasing attention to their youth programs; that 
we call upon our Youth Organizations, as serving arms of the Church 
in soul-winning and soul-keeping, to hold high the torch of faith; and 
that we encourage our youth to reach out the hand of Christian fel- 

- lowship, especially to our Lutheran youth throughout the world, that 
unitedly they may express effectively their common faith and devote 
themselves to common tasks. 

8. Recognizing the tragic sufferings which are being borne by the 
millions of refugees, expellees and displaced persons, as well as other 
tragically suffering people, heeding the cries of anguish and the pleas 
for help which come to our attention from many groups of these unfor- 
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tunate, homeless victims of war; and whole-heartedly desiring to aid 
in improving their situation, be it 

Resolved, That we call upon all our churches to intercede before 
the throne of God on behalf of these our brethren and to give generous 
support to all efforts of our church to bring them spiritual and material 
help; and that we request the Executive Committee of The Lutheran 
World Federation to aid as far as possible in alleviating their suffer- 
ings, in devising emigration and resettlement plans, and in safeguard- 
ing the religious life of those displaced persons who belong to the 
household of our faith. 

9. Asa further expression of the spirit of co-operation so markedly 
manifest in this Assembly, and in order to achieve a more efficient 
performance of tasks in which common action is desirable, be it 

Resolved, That (1) The Lutheran World Federation create the 
following departments or permanent commissions, each to serve in its 
special field, under the direction of the Executive Committee: 

1. A Commission or Department of Missions 

2. A Commission or Department of Work on behalf of Dis- 

placed Persöns and Refugees 

3. A Commission or Department of Relief 

4. A Commission or Department of Youth Activities 

5. A Commission or Department of Social Welfare 
and that (2) the Executive Committee be authorized to determine the 
titles, personnel, and functions of these Commissions or Departments. 

10. Recognizing its responsibilities to contribute to a world of 
peace, with order and justice, be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to estab- 
lish such relations as may be appropriate with the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, constituted by the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 





THE MESSAGE 


The Lutheran World Federation in session at Lund, Sweden, ex- 
tends Christian greetings to all congregations and assemblies to which 
this message may come. Grace and peace in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

As representatives of Lutheran churches from all parts of the world. 
we express first of all our profound gratitude to the great Head of 
the Church, that in these days of tension and distraction in the world 
He has permitted so great a company of fellow-Lutherans to gather 
together in harmony and Christian love. Before the altar and pulpit 
our hearts have been knit together and we have sealed enduring bonds 
of fellowship with one another as children of God in Christ. 

The federation of the Lutheran churches of the world has now 
become a reality. Based on solid scriptural foundations, it has been 
formed in Christian faith and love. This brings to fulfillment at last a 
great dream that for centuries has lived in the hearts of Lutheran 
people. It provides us with opportunities for united witness to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It establishes ties of fellowship and co-opera- 
tion among many millions of Lutherans in nations all over the world. 
Already sixty-six churches in twenty-six nations have expressed their 
adherence to this fellowship. Here is a bond that with God's guidance 
may become a great blessing. 

We began our Assembly with sermon and sacrament in an historic 
sanctuary. Together in the venerable Cathedral of Lund we bowed 
our hearts in penitence before our God. At this first significant gather- 
ing of Lutherans since the war, we were keenly conscious of our 
failure in our mission to the world. From the pulpit we received with 
ready minds the admonition to allow the peace of God to rule in onr 
hearts. This peace is the forgiveness of sins. It is given by God's grace 
alone, and it is received by faith alone. From the altar we received 
with sanctified hearts a greeting that may be yours in your sanctuary: 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ, whose Body and Blood ye have received, 
preserve you unto everlasting life. Go in the peace of the Lord.” 

Prayers directed to the Throne of Grace in some thirty tongues 
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bore witness to our unity of faith. The echoes of historic hymns, sung 
in several languages together, resounded through every session of the 
Federation Assembly and attested our harmony in the bonds of peace. 
Our community of faith and worship—so many men and women from 
so many lands and tongues—seemed a real foretaste of that glorious 
day when we shall see “a great multitude which no man can number, 
out of every nation and of all tribes and tongues, standing before the 
throne and the Lamb.” Our sessions concluded in the spirit of 
humble Christian joy and with a deep sense of new responsibilities 
for us all before our God and our Saviour. 

During these sacred days we have pondered with the utmost seri- 
ousness our duty as a church to a world in confusion. It became clear 
that all of us must cultivate a more profound faith, a more vigorous 
testimony, and a more energetic co-operation in Christian service. 

We desire to walk in peace and co-ordinated purpose with Chris- 
tian churches of whatever name. Yet there arose among us here in fre- 
quent repetition the determination to understand more fully and to 
hold more firmly the heritage of the Lutheran Reformation. So will 
we cultivate our faith. 

For many among us this testimony to our faith will mean suffering, 
yet more suffering. One who has already endured much was heard to 
say: “It must be made clear to all the world that the power of our 
common faith is stronger than that which divides races and peoples. 
While nations still contend about their future status and the peace of 
the world, peace already reigns among those who pray to the same 
Lord.” Another whose face was lined with the reality of pain left this 
greeting: “Suffering will be sure to come. Help us as you can, but 
above all, pray for us. We will do the suffering.” 

From those who have languished in prison cells, in dungeons, and 
behind barbed-wire barricades, came the cry: “Back to the Bible!” 
They have discovered the Old Testament as the Word of God in very 
truth. They have leamed to know the apostles of the New Testament 
as their own contemporaries, as they have faced the evil in the hearts 
of men, and as they have witnessed the power of God to save. 

Again and again the Assembly at Lund received concrete testimony 
that the Confessions of the Lutheran church have proved to be in 
our very day a power which upholds and ‘sustains men in times of 
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utmost trial. Over and over the spirit of the gathering could be ex- 
pressed in the words: “Forward to Luther! Forward to Christ and 
the Prophets and Apostles!” 

The Lutheran World Federation presents no easy remedy for the 
ills of the world. We propose no system of outward control for lives 
that are centered in self and dominated by sin. The only answer is 
truth—the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. He came to make known the 
loving heart of God the Father. He came to die on the cross that God 
as He really is and man as he really is might be reconciled. He reveals 
the eternal destiny of the sons of God in glory. But as sons of our 
Father we are brothers to all men dwelling in this troubled world. We 
are participants with them in all its blessings and all its woes. 

It was gratifying to learn that some of our sister churches which lay 
prostrate at the close of the war are slowly beginning to lift their 
heads. Many are the hands that have been outstretched to help. The 
need continues to be immeasurably great, but the ties of brotherly 
affection have been made very concrete and very strong, and we are 
determined to continue to express our faith in our help to one another. 

We call on all our fellow-believers around the whole world to join 
with us in accepting the responsibilities of this unity in faith, this 
fellowship in blessing, and this community of suffering, Like Israel, 
confronting the ruined walls of Jerusalem, we must arise and build. 

Each one must build the wall that is over against his own house. 
Each must help with the whole. There is no one so strong as not to 
need the help of his neighbor. There is no one so weak as not to be 
able to strengthen his brother's heart and hand. 

The peace of God be with you all. 


THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
In Conference Assembled at Lund, Sweden 
June 30 — July 6, 1947 


AMENDED CONSTITUTION 


(The amendments will become effective on July 4, 1948, automatically 
“unless objection has been filed with the Executive Committee by 
churches embracing in aggregate one-third of the constituency of the 
Federation.” ) 

I NAME 

The name and title of the body organized under this Constitution 

shall be The Lutheran World Federation. 


Il. Docrkmar Basis 
The Lutheran World Federation acknowledges the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments as the only source and the infallible 
norm of all church doctrine and practice, and sees in the Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church, especially in the Unaltered Augsburg Con- 
fession and Luther's Catechism, a pure exposition of the Word of God. 


III. NATURE AND Purposes 
1. The Lutheran World Federation shall be a free association of 
Lutheran churches. It shall have no power to legislate for the churches 
belonging to it or to interfere with their complete autonomy, but shall 
act as their agent in such matters as they assign to it. 
2. The purposes of The Lutheran World Federation are: 
(a) To bear united witness before the world to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the power of God for salvation; 
(b) To cultivate unity of faith and confession among the Lu- 
theran churches of the world; 
(c) To promote fellowship and co-operation in study among 
Lutherans; 
(d) To foster Lutheran participation in ecumenical movements; 
(e) To develop a united Lutheran approach to responsibilities 
in missions and education; and 
(f) To support Lutheran groups in need of spiritual or material 
aid. (former e) 
3. The Lutheran World Federation may take action on behalf of 
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member churches in such matters as one or more of them may com- 
mit to it. 
IV. MEMBERSHIP 

All Lutheran churches previously affiliated with the Lutheran World 
Convention, which through their representatives participate in the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall continue to be members of The 
Lutheran World Federation. Other Lutheran churches which declare 
their acceptance of this Constitution shall be eligible to membership 
in The Lutheran World Federation. Their acceptance into member- 
ship shall be decided by The Lutheran World Federation in assembly, 
or in the interim, if no fundamental objection is raised, by the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

V. ORGANIZATION 

The Lutheran World Federation shall exercise its functions through 
the following: 1) The Assembly; 2) The Executive Committee; 3) 
National Committees; 4) Special Commissions. In all the functions 
of the Federation, both clerical and lay persons shall be eligible to 
participate. 

VI, THE ASSEMBLY 

1. An Assembly of the Federation shall be held every five years at 
the call of the President. The time and place and program of each 
Assembly shall be determined by the Executive Committee. Special 
Meetings of the Assembly may be called by the Executive Committee. 

2. The Assembly shall consist of chosen representatives of the 
member churches of the Federation. The number of the representa- 
tives shall be determined by the Executive Committee. 

The allocation of the representatives in the Assembly shall be made 
to the member churches by the Executive Committee with the advice 
of the National Committees, and due regard shall be given to such 
factors as numerical size of churches, geographical distribution by 
continents and countries, adequate representation of the younger 
churches and the minority churches, and the right of each completely 
independent member church to have at least one representative in the 
Assembly. Suggestions for readjustments in the allocation of representa- 
tives in the Assembly may be made to the Executive Committee by 
member churches or groups of member churches, national or regional, 
and these readjustments shall become effective if approved by the 
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Executive Committee and by the member churches concerned. 

The representatives in the Assembly shall be chosen by the member 
churches themselves. Whenever Lutheran congregations in union 
church bodies combine to ask for representation in the Assembly, the 
Executive Committee may invite them to send representatives to the 
Assembly in a consultative capacity. Lutheran associations and organ- 
izations designated by the Executive Committee may be invited to 
send representatives to the Assembly in a consultative capacity in such 
numbers as the Executive Committee may determine. 

3. The Assembly shall be the principal authority in the Federation. 
It shall elect the President of the Federation and the other members 
of the Executive Committee, shall receive reports from National Com- 
mittees, shall appoint Special Commissions, and shall determine the 
fundamental lines of the Federation's work. 


VII. OFFICERS 

The President of the Federation shall be chosen by ballot of the 
Assembly and a majority of the votes cast shall be necessary for an 
election. He shall assume office immediately after the close of the 
Assembly which has elected him and before the organization of the 
new Executive Committee. He shall be the chief official representative 
of the Federation. He shall hold office until the close of the following 
Assembly, and he shall be ineligible to succeed himself. Other officers 
of the Federation shall be chosen by the Executive Committee. 


VIII. Executive COMMITTEE 

1. Each Assembly shall elect fifteen persons who with the President 
shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Federation. Member- 
ship in the Executive Committee shall be allocated with due regard to 
such factors as numerical size of churches, geographical distribution 
by continents and countries, and adequate representation of the 
younger churches and the minority churches. In the choice of mem- 
bers from the younger churches and the minority churches, an effort 
shall be made to effect changes at each Assembly in order to make 
possible a rotation among all of them. 

2. The Executive Committee shall meet at least once annually. 
It shall choose from its own membership two vice-presidents and a 
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treasurer as officers of the Federation. The duties of these officers shall 
be those usually assigned to those officers. 

3. The Executive Committee shall conduct the business of The 
Lutheran World Federation in the interim between Assemblies, shall 
supervise the appointment of National Committees and receive annual 
reports from them, shall elect an Executive Secretary and assign him 
his duties, shall make a full annual report (including complete finan- 
cial statements) to all member churches, shall appoint all committees 
and Special Commissions not otherwise provided for, and shall repre- 
sent the Federation in all external relations. 

4. Vacancies in the Executive Committee ad interim shall be filled 
by that Committee. 

5. The expenses of a member of the Executive Committee in 
attending meetings of that Committee shall be borne by the church 
to which the member belongs or arranged by the National Committee 
in which his church is represented. 


IX. Executive SECRETARY 

Immediately following the close of each Assembly the Executive 
Committee shall elect an Executive Secretary who shall devote his full 
time to this office and who shall serve until the close of the next 
Assembly. The Executive Secretary shall be responsible to the Execu- 
tive Committee for his work. It shall be his duty to carry out the 
decisions of the Assembly and of the Executive Committee under the 
general supervision of the President. He shall report through the 
Executive Committee to the Assembly of the Federation. 


X. NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
The member churches in each country shall select a group of per- 
sons who together with the member or members of the Executive 
Committee in that country shall constitute a National Committee for 
The Lutheran World Federation. Each National Committee shall be 
asked to present to the Executive Committee an annual statement con- 
cerning the interests of The Lutheran World Federation in its country. 


XI. SPECIAL Commissions 
Special Commissions shall be established under the authority of the 
Federation and shall be appointed either by the Assembly or by the 
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Executive Committee. It shall be the purpose of these Commissions 
to discharge designated functions of the Federation. They shall report 
annually to the Executive Committee, which shall exercise general 
supervision over them. 
XH. FINANCE 
The Executive Committee shall prepare annually a detailed budget 
for the Federation, designate the allocation of funds to particular 
needs, and assign to each National Committee its responsibility. for 
specific portions of the budget. The Treasurer shall be authorized to 
establish depositories in various countries. 


XIII AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to this Constitution may be made by a two-thirds vote 
of those present at any regularly called Assembly, provided notice of 
intention to amend shall have been given the preceding day. Amend- 
ments so made shall become effective one year after their adoption by 
the Assembly unless objection has been filed with the Executive Com- 
mittee by churches embracing in aggregate one-third of the constitu- 
ency of the Federation. 
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COMMUNION SERMON 


Sermon for the Solemn Communion Service 
with which the Assembly was opened 
by The Most Reverend Erling Eidem, Archbishop of Uppsala 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

“Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of com- 
passion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a complaint 
against any; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye: and above 
all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness. And let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the which also ye were 
called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts unto God. And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him” (Col. 8:12-17). 

My brethren: These words of warning which Paul, the Apostle, 
once wrote to his friends, the Christian congregation in Colosse, are 
directed to each one of us, who from various countries and peoples, 
from near and far, have gathered within these beautiful and awe- 
inspiring temple walls, hallowed by the prayers, worship, and thanks- 
giving of centuries. 

We are truly brothers. So may we feel, so ought we feel, the one 
toward the other. What riches, what good fortune, what matchless 
Grace is not herein set forth! Christ Jesus, our Saviour, the Blessed 
One, has made us to be brothers. So closely do we stand to one 
another, so binding is our communion, if only we love God. Of this 
He reminds us, when He today invites us to partake of the Sacrament 
of His Body and His Blood, that we may grow all the more closely 
together with Him, who in infinite love gave His life in death for us 
“the many” so that we, His disciples, might come closer to each other. 

This then, in the deepest sense, is our task: to keep and bestow the 
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spirit of love, as followers of the Saviour. This is our source of 
strength: the peace of Christ in our hearts. This is our aim: with glad- 
ness and devotion to thank God, our Father, through the Lord Jesus, 
in whose Name we would do all that we undertake. 


Revealing the Spirit of Love 

1. They are not extraordinary deeds and actions, nothing beyond 
ordinary conduct in its higher sense, which God asks of them who 
would be called and would be in truth His chosen, holy and beloved. 

The Apostle speaks with simplicity and naturalness about things 
which are our daily concern and which are easily understood, when 
in his figure of speech of various articles of clothing he describes how 
a faithful follower of Christ should behave. He enumerates: a heart 
of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another. And as the “bond of per- 
fectness” which binds all things together and encompasses everything 
in itself, he indicates the single word “love.” 

This is the true Christian “bond of perfectness,” that which belongs 
to the children of God. These indeed are the good deeds which God 
desires of us, and in which He takes pleasure. 

Love, which looks toward the Lord and sees in His forgiving good- 
ness its model and guiding star, will help us to discover our responsi- 
bilities in life’s personal relations, as well as our duties as true Chris- 
tians, to the community, the nation, and to mankind. 


Claiming the Peace of God 

2. High, unending, is the demand that love’s kingly command lays 
upon us, when we indeed take it in full seriousness. Left to ourselves, 
we would despair altogether. Sinners we are, and sinners we shall 
remain. Our thoughts, words, and deeds are evil and our hearts are 
corrupt. 

But the Christian looks not only upon himself, at his own sin and 
impotence. This same God, before whose holy and righteous gaze he 
stands as a wretched sinner, has, in Jesus Christ, revealed himself as 
a gracious Father, who in His infinite goodness forgives that child who 
in penitence and faith turns again to Him. Christ, the Saviour, is for 
the believer a reality as certain as his own existence. In His beloved 
Only begotten Son, who became man for our sake, and who lived, 
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died, and rose again for our benefit, God has set forth an infallible 
sign of promise. Through Him, in spite of all my own great unworthi- 
ness, I belong to God's chosen, holy and beloved. For He has “truly 
secured, delivered and redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature.” 

My brethren: Let us then allow the peace of Christ to rule in our 
hearts. Of ourselves we certainly cannot take upon us this peace 
which is bestowed in the forgiveness of sins, in life and salvation, We 
are called by God himself to claim this peace. All is given by His 
grace alone. All is received by faith alone. 

And this peace of Christ, given through grace and received by 
faith, binds us together in a communion of the heart which goes 
beyond the boundaries of time and space, which removes all differ- 
ences and conflicts. We are as limbs of one and the same body. That 
we should need one another and serve one another and give joy to 
one another is a requisite which God demands in His gracious calling 
to us who believe. The peace of Christ creates a holy, catholic church. 


Thanking God for His Grace 

3. My brethren: Thanksgiving befits us. It befits us particularly in 
these times filled with heavy and tragic memories, with spiritual and 
physical needs, with its uncertain and menacing outlook for the future. 

This is grace to be thankful for, that we may begin all in the Name 
of our dear Lord Jesus. Then all that we undertake in word or in 
deed cannot be without its blessing. In this blessed Name we begin 
and continue this whole meeting for which we are now gathered. 

And how shall we possibly be able sufficiently to thank our Father 
in Heaven that in His goodness He has granted us the unspeakably 
great gift which is called “the Word of Christ”? God grant that this 
Word may richly dwell among us, that we, each one of us, may ever- 
more, in word and deed, become glad and thankful Christian mes- 
sengers to our fellow-men. God grant also that this meeting, with its 
fellowship and resolutions, may become a help to us and an inspira- 
tion toward such a goal. 

My brethren: It is right and meet that we with heart and voice 
praise and honor God, the Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
when we are permitted in this hour to enter hand in hand and heart 
with heart into the Holy of Holies, where He meets us, Himself, onr 
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Saviour, and under the simple outward symbols of bread and wine, 
grants us who repent of our sins and believe on His Word, the unmer- 
ited gifts: forgiveness of sins, peace, and salvation. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME 


by President Erling Eidem, Archbishop of Uppsala, Sweden 
Opening Session 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to his great mercy begat us again’ unto a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who by the power of God are guarded through faith unto a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put 
to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be 
found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Peter 1:3-7). 

Since the Bible is our great treasure and matchless inheritance, we 
would begin this Assembly’s deliberations with a quotation from the 
Holy Scriptures, taken from the first epistle of Peter. 

The Apostle speaks of a “mutual joy,” a joy which is both a gift and 
a duty. This joy belongs to all they who in penitence and faith have 
accepted God's promise in Jesus Christ, and who have been born 
again to a living hope. It belongs to all they who by the power of 
God are guarded through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. In hope the faithful look forward toward the inherit- 
ance in heaven, toward perfection and the coming of the Lord. But 
even now, they rejoice and should rejoice in fellowship with one 
another. 

This inner joy is indeed so deep and so rich that it can blunt the 
sting of sorrow and distress through which they must go. The afflic- 
tions they must suffer last only for a little while. Above all, even evil 
shall not cause injury, but work a blessing. This is our assurance—“all 
things must work together for good to them who love the Lord.” 

And so, I welcome you from the depths of my heart—in our Saviour’s 





ADDRESS OF WELCOME 113 


Name-to this fourth Lutheran World Federation Assembly. From 
different lands, from near and far, from separate sections of the world, 
you have come to this old Swedish cathedral town. May you all here 
feel yourselves surrounded by the spirit of Christian brotherhood and 
sisterhood. May we, through God's grace and mercy, in these days, 
experience a rich measure of true and unrestrained community joy. 

The twelve years which have passed since The Lutheran World 
Federation was last assembled—at the capital of France, the “city of 
light”—have been indeed very long and very dark and difficult. War, 
destruction and bloodshed, violence, torture and oppression, hate, 
lying-propaganda, and enmity have made an ineffaceable and painful 
mark on our souls. We “bleed” inwardly at the thought of that which 
has come, that which is coming, and that which shall come. 

We do not despair, however, because we have a hope, a working 
hope, which never disappoints. Jesus Christ, God and Saviour, is our 
hope. He is stronger than all the powers of darkness. The thorn- 
crowned King of the Cross gives us strength to acknowledge our sin 
and guilt so that we can see and grasp our own responsibility, He 
sends us “willingness to forgive from the heart,” and then to sincerely 
seek each other's best good in loving service. 

One can say that it might have been wiser to wait for the calling 
together of this conference until conditions in the world shall be 
better and means of travel more convenient and pleasant. When the 
Federation’s Executive Committee met last summer in Uppsala, it 
was decided that we should indeed be bold to have an Assembly 
already this year. It seemed very important to us that we should take 
the opportunity as soon as possible, to tie, widen, and deepen the 
bonds between the various evangelical Lutheran communions in the 
world. 

Through the Christian inheritance which we have received in the 
Lutheran Reformation, we belong to each other. Thus it is only right 
that we should be thankful and glad to experience and give expression 
to our spiritual kinship, and we must also be thankful for the fact that 
side by side we can fight against sin and the world, a struggle to 
which our Lord Jesus Christ calls us. Naturally, this must not ever 
imply any Lutheran egotism or an indifference toward our Christian 
sister churches, Christ is our one Lord, and therefore we must try 
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with all zeal to keep and deepen the unity of spirit amongst all who 
confess with us the blessed Name of Christ. The Lutheran World 
Federation can and must promote the effort for universal Christian 
understanding and co-operation. í 

Trusting in God's mercy, we are confidently anticipating that this 
our meeting shall be an encouragement and a joy for many. But it is 
perhaps important—at the very beginning—to point out that we must 
not expect extraordinary and overwhelming results, either in the 
form of declarations of principle or in the solving of many practical 
problems. 

Our Assembly implies only a beginning—an attempt. But we trust 
that God can and will give His blessing thereto. 

In conclusion I should like to thank our American brethren most 
warmly for their consideration in coming here to us. Actually we 
should have gone to them, but they took into account all the difficul- 
ties that many of us in Europe would have experienced in going to 
their country. Thus this meeting has come to Scandinavia, and not to 
the United States of America, as decided in Paris twelve years ago. 

I should like to remind you also of those who desired and intended 
to come to our meeting but for various reasons were hindered. We 
think also of not so few among you who have come here despite great 
difficulties and hardships. 

May God bless this Assembly-its personal communion—its efforts 
and decisions—that all may glorify His Name and honor His Church. 
Give us, O Lord, clearer sight, freer minds, wills that are more willing, 
and warmer hearts. 

I hereby declare this Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation 
opened, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 


ADDRESSES 


Given at the Solemn Service in the Cathedral on Friday evening 


THE UNIVERSAL COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH 
by Bishop Berggrav, Norway 


In the Church, which in the Holy Scriptures is called the Body of 
Christ, there are many duties and fields of activity. In the words of 
the First Letter to the Corinthians we say: “For as the body is one, 
and hath many members . . . . and whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it” (I Cor. 12:12, 26). This expresses for all times 
the ecumenicity in life and sufferings of the Christians, To the body 
of the church in Norway belong, not only the ministers of the Word, 
laymen as well as the theologically trained, but all who labor accord- 
ing to the will of God, each one in his own trade or profession. 

When the secular powers invade and attempt to destroy the funda- 
mental laws on which are founded the Christian school, the Christian 
family, the Christian freedom of occupation, and the Christian social 
charities, the blow strikes the whole Church as well as each separate 
unit of the same. If anyone is persecuted and tortured because of his 
convictions and without any legal grounds, the Church, as the guardian 
of the human conscience, must stand solidly on the side of sufferers. 
We pray in our common prayer in the services: “Be, O Lord, the 
strength of those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.” 

A truly evangelical church must, therefore, take a stand against any 
attempt to interfere with or subjugate the individual conscience by 
the exercise of authority or violence. And if individual units or persons 
be displaced against their will and be made to suffer because of a 
firmly based conviction common to many believers, the Church must 
not and can not act as if it did not concern her. The Body of Christ 
would in such a case suffer and sins would be committed against the 
communion of the several members. As long as such conditions con- 
tinue with ever new aggressions, the Church and her servants must 
live and act in accordance with her duty to the Word and take upon 
herself all the consequences thereof according to her confession. 
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“When the state attempts to bind and constrain the souls as to ques- 
tions of the deepest convictions, nothing else can follow but troubles 
of conscience, wrongs, and persecution. Then it becomes a question 
of divine judgment which says: Wherever the power of the state 
deviates from justice, there the state is no longer a tool in the hand of 
God but a demonical force (Luke 4:10); John 14:30; Rev. 12, 13).” 
From all this it follows that the Christian, to be sure, should be 
obedient to the state, but also aware of the limits of this obedience. 

A good government is a gracious gift of God. We declare with the 
apostle that we for the sake of conscience are obliged to obey such a 
government in all secular affairs. This phrase “for the sake of con- 
science” means, however, that we for the sake of God are obedient to 
the government and that we therefore must obey God more than man. 
The apostle makes clear on what good government can be recognized. 
Good government is recognized by the fact that it punishes the evil 
deed, not the good (Rom. 13:3). 

If, therefore, the government punishes those who walk in the ways 
of God, it is no longer a government under the will of God; then it 
is the duty of the Church, both before God and man, to let such a 
government hear the truth. According to the Holy Writ: “Son of man, 
I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear 
the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.” (Ezek. 3:17). 

And Luther's words refer to the Church: “The secular government 
shall not rule over conscience.” “If the secular powers invade the ter- 
ritory of the spirit and take conscience captive, where God alone will 
lead and govern, then we must not obey them.” (Here follows the 
German original of the last sentence translated above: “Wenn die 
weltlichen Gewalten in das geistliche Regiment eingreifen und die 
Gewissen gefangen nehmen wollen, wo Gott allein sitzen und regieren 
will, dann soll man ihnen nicht gehorchen.”) 


THE MISSION OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN ASIA 
by Dr. Peng Fu, President, The Lutheran Church of China 


Lutheran church leaders, delegates and friends! I feel honored to 
have this opportunity to speak to you. I stand before you as a living 
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fruit of your mission work in Asia. I am a certain proof that your work 
in Asia has not been in vain. 

I wish to refer you to two Bible passages. “Go ye therefore and 
make disciples of all nations.” Jesus also said, “They need not go 
away, Give them something to eat.” The meaning of these two pas- 
sages is that when we ourselves have received Christ we must share 
Him with those who are hungering for God, in order that all men 
everywhere shall receive the living bread of God's Holy Gospel. I 
want to call to your attention our subject which is: 


“The Mission of the Lutheran Church in Asia.” 


Some will ask, “Why give such great emphasis to Asia?” If we look 
at a world map we can see immediately that the continent of Asia is 
not only the largest continent but the most populous. One-half of the 
human race lives in Asia, where there are one billion people. Recently 
Dr. Daniel Nelson and I flew from Shanghai to Sweden, We traveled 
over the whole continent of Asia, including Hongkong, Hainan, Indo- 
China, Burma, Siam, India, Arabia, and the Near East. The vastness 
of Asia impressed itself on our minds. But more impressive have been 
the sights of non-Christian people who are wasting their lives wor- 
shiping idols made with hands. Friends, what is the mission of the 
Lutheran Church in Asia? Our mission is to bring to these people 
who are sitting in the shadow of darkness the light of God's love. 

The unique message of the Lutheran Church is to bring the pure 
Gospel of God's love and redemption to all men everywhere regard- 
less of race. However, this does not mean that we can ignore the starv- 
ing bodies of millions in Asia who are dying for the lack of rice. We 
must remind ourselves of the words of Jesus, “Give them something 
to eat.” Share your food with the world of Asia. To rehabilitate Asia 
we must give those who hunger, food for their bodies as well as the 
“bread of life” for their souls. 

Our mission is to bring the Gospel of Jesus to Asia, where millions 
are waiting for Him. Once in America I went.on a fishing trip with a 
friend. We stepped into a small motor boat and soon we were far out 
on the lake. I asked my friend, “I thought you were going fishing. Why 
do you go so far?” He answered me, “Ab, you don’t understand. If 
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you want to catch fish you must go far out where there are many 
fish.” The thought came to me that so it is in God’s Kingdom. If we 
want to catch many fish for God we must go where there are many 
people. Go ye therefore to India—go to China-go to Japan—go to 
Asia—go to all the world! Again I remind you of the words of Jesus, 
“Go ye therefore into all the world . . . . Give them something to eat 
«++» Make them my disciples.” 

Finally, the mission of the Lutheran Church in Asia will not reach 
its height and its full saving power until the Lutheran Church of Asia 
presents one united front to the pagan world. Asia has reached her 
crisis. Nations which have been slaves want to be free. What form of 
government will Asia choose? Communism wants Asia. Christianity 
also wants Asia, Which shall win? Under God, we believe that our 
cause shall win. But in order to make its full contribution the Lutheran 
Church in Asia must present one voice and one united front. May I 
illustrate what I mean? 


Look at your hands. Each hand has five fingers but no two of them 
are alike, and they might often quarrel among themselves. The first 
finger says, “I am the thumb. Look how big I am. The rest of you are 
too small. Whenever anyone wants to praise someone else he always 
holds up the thumb and says, ‘Ding hao, very good.” 

The index finger says, “You four do not count, I am the most power- 
ful. When anyone wants to accuse or scold anyone he always points 
me at them.” 





The third finger says, “You are all wrong. I am the tallest. Is there 
anyone here taller than I am?” 

The fourth finger chimes in, “I am the richest, I control wealth. He 
who has a ring puts it on me.” 

The fifth finger is the smallest of all. He is too weak to boast so he 
bows down and says, “I am very humble so all I can do is kneel before 
Jesus.” 

And so unconsciously in prayer, we fold our hands, and all ten 
fingers unite in one act of prayer. Lutherans of the world, let us unite 
all our efforts into one in Christ. This is our mission to Asia and the 
world. Go ye therefore! Make disciples! Bring all men to God! Amen. 


SERMON DELIVERED AT THE HIGH MASS 
Sunday, in the Cathedral 


GREATER THINGS THAN THESE 
by Bishop Max von Bonsdorff, Borga, Finland 
Text; John 1:35-51 

"Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things 
which you see but have not been permitted to see them” (Matt. 
13:17); thus spoke Jesus at one occasion to His disciples. However, it 
was not only during the time before Christ that such a desire could 
be voiced. How many are there even in our day who with all their 
hearts would have desired to see with their own eyes the happenings 
of which our text speaks? The words “see” or “saw” occur not less than 
thirteen times in this text. It is such a vivid and clear description we 
have before us. In scene after scene it depicts for us Jesus’ first meet: 
ing with His future disciples. First we see the earnest figure of John 
the Baptist; and then beside him two of his disciples, Andrew and 
perhaps John the Evangelist. 

John the Baptist stretches out his hand and points to Jesus, who 
approaches, and says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Then the two dis- 
ciples follow Jesus to see where He lives, and abide with Him that 
day, After that comes the meeting between Andrew and his brother 
Simon and then the meeting between Simon and the Master. The fol- 
lowing day Jesus and Philip are brought together; then Jesus and 
Nathanael; and finally we have the marvelous picture of Jesus in con- 
versation with Nathanael. Who would not gladly have been along at 
these occasions, preferably supplied with equipment for taking motion 
pictures and talking pictures, in order to preserve for coming days 
what one has seen and heard? 

Meanwhile more than nineteen hundred years have passed since 
the events of the text occurred. But this great meeting of representa- 
tives of the Lutheran churches in today’s world, which now nears its 
close, has also allowed us to see a great deal. We have seen people 
from widely separated lands gather around Him, whom we in com- 
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mon with Nathanael confess to be the Son of God and the King of the 
spiritual Israel. We have seen friends and brothers, who during long 
and heavy years have been deprived of the opportunity of fellowship, 
here meet again and experience the joy of reunion. Yes, whole national 
-groups who have been torn from one another by the experiences of 
war, have here been united again and have declared to one another 
their love and esteem. Men and women from the old Lutheran 
churches have united with representatives of the young mission 
churches and of the small diaspora churches. It has been possible to 
record our actions in film and sound; thus for the future the events of 
these days have been preserved. 

However, the most important thing in this connection is not what 
our eyes have seen, but what He has seen as He has looked at us, 
around whose Person we have been gathered since the very first 
service. 

In the account of how the Lord called His first disciples, it is em- 
phasized again and again how Jesus gazed upon them. It is written, 
for example, concerning Simon: Then Jesus looked upon him and 
said: “You are Simon, the son of Jonas.” But he added: “You shall be 
called Cephas” (which means the same as Peter). To Philip Jesus 
directed simply the admonition: “Follow me.” But Philip obeyed, and 
his first act was to direct Nathanael to Jesus. On the other hand, in 
Nathanael Jesus found an honorable and guileless man, a true 
Israelite. But not even Nathanael was ready as yet. He was to see 
greater things than he had previously seen. 

When the divine Lord looks upon us, whom He through His Lu- 
theran Church has called to be His disciples and who have also 
accepted His call, then He sees right through us as He did with the 
first ones in His circle of disciples, No matter what name we bear, He 
sees how it is with us. He sees that we in ourselves are weak, sinful, 
helpless men—yes, poor sinners. However, perhaps at the same time 
He sees in us an upright disciple spirit. And so He finds that in spite 
of everything, there can be through His gracious training something 
worth-while of that which is in itself weak, that He can use even as 
an instrument in His service. And He summons us not only for what 
we are now but He gives us also a new name and therewith a program 
for the future, a life task, perhaps also a highly responsible task. Yes, 
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it is good to know that our Lord can make use of that which is in 
itself nothing, in fact perhaps just on account of that. The one who 
thinks himself to be something is little suited for the Kingdom of God, 
regardless of what place he occupies in the hierarchy of the Church. 

We have at this international meeting been gathered in the first 
place as representatives of our churches, not as individual Christians. 
But God does not want any churchly mediator between us and Him- 
self. He would find in us an upright and guileless purpose. Only then 
can He bless that work of the Church which is performed through us. 
Had not Luther in the stillness of the cloister cell battled through his 
personal inner struggle and been driven to sigh, "My sin, my sin, my 
sin,” he would never have become the pioneer for a new day in the 
history of God's Church. 

For it was vouchsafed to him to receive in his soul a vision of the 
Saviour from sin. 

Is it not noteworthy that, in the text which is now considered as 
background for all the gathering by Jesus of His disciples about Him, 
stands the wilderness prophet's witness, resting on the Old Testament, 
of the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world? The 
first disciples received that picture as a sort of food, when they began 
their journey in the discipleship of Jesus. There was not much they 
understood of its meaning. But there came a time when it was inter- 
preted for them. 

Thereafter one of them could witness: Hereby perceive we the love 
of God, because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren” (I John 3:16). The mystery of the 
cross belonged truly to the “greater things” which Nathanael, in 
accordance with Jesus’ words, would come to see. And for Simon 
Peter there came a time when the summary of all wisdom was this, 
that it is not with corruptible things, silver or gold, that we have been 
redeemed, but with the blood of Christ as of the blood of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot (2 Peter 1:18f). It is from him that 
Martin Luther has transferred this picture to that part of his Little 
Catechism, which is its most precious gem, namely, the explanation 
of the Second Article of the Creed. 

And so we can dare say, with humble gratitude to God, that the 
Lutheran part of Christ's Church in the world has received the grace 
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to grow in a special degree for we have the picture of the cross as 
background for its development. This is something which the Church 
of Luther in our modern time must never forget. The cross on Gol- 
gotha is the foundation for the glorious fact that also a poor and 
wretched sinner can be counted as the Lord's forgiven disciples and 
can be used in His service. And in the measure that the Lutheran 
Church remains a church with its gaze fastened upon the power and 
glory, in that same measure shall she also be able to serve the whole 
Christian Church on earth with her special gift of grace. 

Over the last portrait in our text-the meeting between Jesus and 
Nathanael-there rests a special light and unfolding radiance. Our 
Lord speaks of greater things than what the disciples had up to that 
point beheld, and He promises that Nathanael shall be privileged to 
see the heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man. Was this also a privilege which was vouchsafed 
only to Jesus’ first apostles, who were eyewitnesses? Or may even we, 
His disciples in this more recent day, be recipients of something of 
its promises? There are many among us, participants in this Lutheran 
World Assembly, who have come from churches which have suffered 
very drastically through war and oppression. Is it not unmerciful to 
talk to them about an open heaven and greater and more glorious 
things? Should they not have wanted rather to close their eyes and 
not need to see all that they have had to suffer? Perhaps, and yet I 
believe that these people who have had to bear the cross of suffering 
more than others, often are able better than more fortunate people to 
have their eyes turned upon the Man on the Cross and to see the 
splendor and the glory around His thorn-crowned head. He also went 
the way of suffering. He did it for us, and even when everything out 
in the world is breathing hatred and bitterness there still remains in 
the heart of God the same love that was once revealed on the cross 
of Golgotha. 

The heaven of God's grace and love is open for us through Him 
who was the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, and it stretches above us 
with its rich treasures even when the gifts of our external life are so 
few and simple. It is for us to have our eyes more turned to spiritual 
good than to the material things. It is for us to have our conversation 
in heaven and our minds turned to that which is above, not to that 
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which is upon the earth. Then already the “greater things” will fill our 
hearts with peace and joy and one day the Perfect Country shall be 
open for us with all its treasures, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


If your eyes see God’s clear heaven, 
If you carry His peace in your heart, 
You will have strength in all danger 
And courage in every struggle; 
Willingly you can lose your life 
And gladly you can give your strength unto the end 
In fulfilling your calling. J 
Amen. 
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THE PLACE OF THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
IN THE WORLD TODAY 
by Dr. Ralph H. Long, Executive Director, 
National Lutheran, Council, New York, N. Y. 


Christianity is the religion of strange paradoxes and sharp contrasts, 
On the one hand it patiently bears the cross, makes sacrifices, and 
suffers shame, while on the other hand it wages a mighty warfare 
against powerful foes and resourceful opposition. Contrary to all 
expectation, it can find joy in tribulation and thrives most in persecu- 
tion. The satisfaction which it affords to those who espouse it is 
beyond human understanding, for they seldom complain under trials. 
When they do, it is probably because they have lost the vigor of their 
faith and the ardor of their love. 

From its founding Christianity has been beset with temptation and 
trials, subjected frequently to the violent assaults of its foes, the 
calumny of scoffers, the treachery of betrayers, and the ridicule of 
the unknowing, It has suffered shame and pain because of the indiffer- 
ence of lukewarm adherents and the mistakes of misguided zealots. 
Much of the history of the Christian Church is written in blood and 
its records are decorated with tears and crosses. Like her Lord and 
Master, the Church of Christ has always been misunderstood, misrep- 
resented and maligned. Despite all these things Christianity lives 
and the Church goes on from victory to victory in accordance with the 
promises of her Lord. 

For more than a decade the Christian Church has experienced 
unusual tribulation in many forms. Not all have suffered in the same 
degree, but because all belong to the body of Christ, the hurt and the 
harm have been felt by all. This is true especially of the Lutheran 
Church, which is an important part of Christianity. Its followers who 
are found in every land and clime speak many different tongues. 
Luther's Catechism has been translated into at least 160 languages 
and the Lutheran gospel is preached in more than 100 languages. 
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There is a diversity of organization and custom, yet there is a funda- 
mental unity of faith which binds all its constituencies into a common 
fellowship and comradeship. = 


Federation Desirable 

There are a number of presuppositions to be noted in the topic, 
“The Place of the Lutheran World Federation in the World Today.” 
It assumes that a free association of churches as is proposed in the 
Lutheran World Federation is desirable and possible, and that such 
an organization has a place and a definite responsibility in the world. 
Obviously it is also assumed that the Lutheran churches of the world 
urgently need this federated strength themselves. Finally there is the 
further assumption that through a united approach Lutherans can 
make their best contribution to the ecumenical movement of evangeli- 
cal Christianity. If these assumptions are valid then it is incumbent 
upon us to unite our hearts and hands in a sincere endeavor to meet 
these responsibilities in the most effective manner. 

Sporadic efforts to achieve greater Lutheran solidarity were made 
both in Europe and America in the last century but with only partial 
success, Then came the first world war which seemed to shatter every 
hope for a better international understanding among Lutherans on a 
world basis. However, instead of indefinitely deferring a closer ap- 
proach it provided the occasion for a more intimate acquaintance and 
a better understanding. Moved by brotherly love, the Lutherans of 
the world who were in a position to do so set about to help their 
brethren who were in distress because of the ravages of the war. 
Through this ministry a new hope was born and the way was pre- 
pared for the first great assembly of Lutherans of the world. 


First Convention—Eisenach 

As a result 160 delegates and representatives of Lutheran churches 
in twenty-two nations met in Eisenach, August 19-24, 1923, to discuss 
their common problems. In spite of cultural, national, and linguistic 
diversities they discovered the inner unity of faith which bound them 
together and became keenly conscious of the spiritual kinship that 
existed among them. They then and there decided that there was need 
for a world organization and created the Lutheran World Convention. 
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On the basis of the common faith which had been discovered the fol- 
lowing doctrinal statement was unanimously adopted: 

The Lutheran World Convention acknowledges the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments as the only source and the infallible norm of all church 
teaching and practice; and sees in the Lutheran Confessions, especially the Un- 
altered Augsburg Confession and Luther's Small Catechism, a pure exposition of 
the Word of God. 

Profoundly influenced by the essential unity of spirit and faith 
which was discovered underneath all external differences, the Conven- 
tion decided to further Lutheran solidarity and projected a program of 
relief for the strengthening of weak and suffering Lutheran churches 
throughout the world. 


Second Convention—Copenhagen 

Six years later the Convention met for the second time in Copen- 
hagen, June 26—July 4, 1929, 147 official delegates from twenty-one 
countries, and 1,000 unofficial delegates being present. The confes- 
sional declaration which was adopted at Eisenach was reaffirmed. The 
report of the Executive Committee to which had been committed the 
responsibility of administering the relief program was heard with 
interest. In confirmation of the policies suggested by the Executive 
Committee it was resolved that: 

In all its work of serving love the Lutheran World Convention and its com- 
mittees shall, so far as the means are available, assist the needy and deserving 
churches of the faith, without respect to race, language, or political alignment. 
Third Convention—Paris 

The third Convention was held in Paris, October 13-20, 1935. One 
hundred delegates from twenty-two countries attended. In spirit and 
purpose the Paris Convention followed the pattern set by the two 
previous ones. By resolution it declared its purpose to be “to bring the 
Lutheran churches and organizations of the world into an enduring 
and intimate relationship with one another in order to promote one- 
ness of faith and confession and to ward off antagonistic and hostile 
influences.” It was also decided “for the sake of the continuity and 
efficiency of the work of the Lutheran World Convention” to create 
the office of executive secretary. 

One more historical reference is necessary. In 1936 the Executive 
Committee met in New York and discussed ways and means for the 
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promotion of the unity of the Lutheran churches of the world, with 
the result that a series of propositions concerning the relationship of 
Lutherans to ecumenical movements was adopted. A few quotations 
from these propositions will be of interest to this assembly. 


Lutheran Church Ecumenical in Character 

Speaking of the ecumenical character of the Lutheran Church, the 
following is stated: 

Based upon prophetic and apostolic Scriptures and growing out of the ele- 
mental human experience of personal faith, the Lutheran interpretation of the 
Gospel is not bound to incidentals, such as polity or liturgy or type of piety, With 
the God-Man as its center and the universal priesthood of believers as its radius, 
it covers the whole range of the human family and can never be the exclusive 
possession of any particular race, nation, or temperament . . . . 

The universal appeal of the Lutheran interpretation of the Gospel, the ele- 
mental quality of the Lutheran understanding of faith, and the catholic breadth 
of the Lutheran doctrine of the Church, impart to Lutheranism an ecumenical 
quality that must be remembered in these days of emphasis upon externals, In 
the truest sense Lutheranism is itself an ecumenical movement. 


With reference to Lutheran solidarity the propositions have this 
to say: 

The times seem to demand that the inner unity already existing among the 
Lutherans of the world be cultivated and mobilized in Lutheran world solidarity. 

The purpose in seeking to develop Lutheran solidarity is to help meet the 
difficulties that confront our churches just now in common with all Christendom, 
to unite our forces in support of our Lutheran brethren who even now are suffer- 
ing for their faith, and to secure co-operation of Lutherans everywhere in enter- 
ing the new doors and traversing the new paths that God has recently opened 
to the progress of the evangelical spirit. The purpose is to help one another in 
preserving and sharing with all nations the treasures we possess in the Gospel of 
‘our Lord whom we know to be the Redeemer of the world from sin. 


Concerning ecclesiastical relationships the proposals make the fol- 


lowing recommendation: 


That the Lutheran churches of the world should proceed with united front 
in their relations with ecumenical Christian movements, general co-operative 
organizations, or Christian churches claiming universality. They should agree 
among themselves as to their united participation or non-participation. 


Fourth Convention Planned—Philadelphia, 1940 
Complete preparations were made for the fourth world gathering 
of Lutherans in Philadelphia in 1940. In order to develop and 
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strengthen the organization a committee was appointed to draft a con- 
stitution for submission to the convention. Certainly there was a genu- 
ine desire and a real purpose to build a more substantial structure 
upon the foundation that had been laid. 

Then came the second great conflagration of the nations of the 
world which divided the Lutheran forces into hostile camps. It made 
it impossible to hold the Philadelphia Convention and virtually para- 
lyzed the work of the Lutheran World Convention. Communications 
were disrupted so that the work could not be promoted even through 
correspondence, Bitterness arose and hatreds were engendered by the 
cruelties and barbarities of war, and it seemed that long years would 
be required to bridge the gulf that had been made. Those were dark 
days indeed. However, through the blackness of those years a ray of 
light gave hope and courage to prepare for the day of peace. Out on 
the far-flung lines of Lutheran missionary enterprises the light shone 
brighter than elsewhere, for those sections of the Lutheran World 
Convention which were free to act came to the rescue of the mission- 
aries who had been cut off from their home societies and thus pre- 
served this important work against the day when peace would make 
it possible for them to reassume their fields. What would have been 
the fate of these orphaned missions if there had been no bond of faith 
and love? 

Before the close of the conflict efforts were made to reform the 
broken lines. When at last hostilities ceased immediate steps were 
taken to reactivate the Lutheran World Convention, 


Executive Committee Meets Officially—1946 

The Executive Committee felt the responsibility to rally the Lu- 
theran forces as soon as possible in order to consolidate their efforts 
in rebuilding those parts of the Church which had suffered most 
during the war. It was not a simple matter to make all the necessary 
contacts and arrangements for a meeting of the committee. An earnest 
effort was made to get the committee together in Copenhagen in 
December, 1945, but it was not completely successful. Finally an 
official meeting of the Executive Committee was held in Uppsala in 
the last week of July, 1946. It was the first official meeting since 1939. 
In spite of all that transpired in the intervening seven years the fel- 


130 Tue LUTHERAN Wonn FEDERATION 


lowship of faith remained intact. It was fortunate that at such a time 
there existed a world organization of Lutherans which could begin 
at once to rebuild the broken walls of Zion and mend the breaches 
caused by the war. Any doubt that may have existed in the minds of 
the members of that committee as to the necessity of the Lutheran 
World Federation was soon dispelled. The world situation made it 
imperative to plan largely and wisely to help bind up a broken and 
bleeding humanity. 


Difficult Problems Overcome 

There were difficult problems and embarrassing questions in the 
meeting which could easily have wrought havoc, but God was present 
and His Spirit was felt. Otherwise it would have been impossible to 
achieve such unanimity of spirit and earnestness of purpose even 
though the committee determined to meet the issues bravely and 
frankly. Looking squarely at the staggering problems which confront 
the Lutheran Church along with all Christendom, the Executive Com- 
mittee agreed that it was absolutely necessary to strengthen the ties 
that bind it together and develop the world organization to a greater 
degree of efficiency. The Executive Committee believes there is a 
place for the Lutheran World Federation in the world today. 


Constitution Proposed 

That belief is expressed throughout the constitution, especially in 
Article III, The Nature and Purposes of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion. The doctrinal basis is the same as that adopted at the Eisenach 
Convention and the nature of the organization is stated simply as a 
"free association of Lutheran churches.” 

Five specific purposes are mentioned in the constitution. A careful 
examination of them will reveal their importance. In practically every 
instance they are impossible of realization unless they are undertaken 
jointly and co-operatively. They demand an organization such as 
proposed. 

Let us look at them briefly. 

The purposes of The Lutheran World Federation are: 


United Witness 
“a) To bear united witness before the world to the Gospel of 


Jesus Christ as the power of God for salvation.” 


KEYNOTE ÅDDRESSES 131 


Can there be any doubt that this is a function of the most urgent 
importance? The world is desperately in need of such witness to lead 
it out of confusion and chaos. It is a time for bold and daring testi- 
mony to the eternal truth that Jesus is Lord and Saviour of all. The 
hour has struck for the Christian Church to take its stand with Christ 
and bring the evangel of His life and love to a disintegrating and dis- 
couraged world. No measures will save the world unless they are 
derived from the eternal principles of God as enunciated and lived 
by Jesus Christ while on earth. God must be placed in the center of 
life, in the center of national and international affairs. For the sake 
of the Gospel which has been divinely committed to the Church, and 
for the sake of the world which is reeling on the brink of spiritual 
emptiness, it is imperative that we unite the witness of the Church 
to the Gospel. 

If it is important to emphasize evangelism for the world situation 
today, it is equally important to pay special attention to the funda- 
mental truths of God as expressed in the cardinal principles of the 
Reformation. There is great need for definite direction and positive 
principles in this witness. Over against those who would substitute 
the wisdom of man for the wisdom of God we must proclaim the 
eternal authority of the Word as the revelation of God's will for man- 
kind. One of the cherished heritages of the Reformation is the esti- 
mate which it places on the Word of God. The witness of the Lu- 
theran Church must emphasize that the Holy Scriptures are the only 
source and the infallible norm of all church teaching and practice, We 
must not falter in this testimony but make it unforgettable by a unani- 
mous witness as though coming from a single voice. 

Another witness which is sorely needed is that Jesus is the Saviour 
of all mankind. His redemption is complete. It is not a synergetic 
work, partly His and partly the believers; it is not a patchwork but a 
seamless robe of righteousness. Christ did not come to subsidize the 
sinner, that is, to make up for a few deficiencies, but He came to save 
to the uttermost. That message is exceedingly important because it is 
truth, and because there is a strong tendency to believe that man 
can save himself or at least contribute a major portion to his salvation. 
The doctrine of justification by faith through the grace of God is the 
most important truth for the world to learn today. Obviously it 
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implies that man is a sinner and that it is necessary for him to confess 
his sin and guilt, but nothing less will avail to heal the world's ills 
and save men from their own follies. 

Amid the confusion that sometimes borders closely on a spiritual 
vacuum there is a crying need to witness to the age-old divine truth 
that man is saved alone through the merits of Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
it is very appropriate that the Lutherans of the world unite their 
voices in bearing a single testimony to this eternal and saving truth. 
The doctrine of justification by faith, if accepted by the world, will 
do more to lift mankind out of despair and despondency than any- 
thing else. 

Then there is the great truth which was restored in the Reformation 
which emphasizes the privilege of each believer in coming directly 
to the throne of God. How essential it is at a time like this that the 
doctrine of the universal priesthood of believers should become a 
living reality! For light and wisdom, for courage and strength men 
everywhere may come directly to God who is more concerned with 
the plight of the human race than we are. These living truths must 
be brought to the world with all the force and pointedness of which 
we are capable. A united witness is the answer. 


Unity of Faith 

“b) To cultivate unity of faith and confession among Lutheran 
churches of the world.” 

Unity of faith and confession is in itself a desired end, for without 
it there is confusion and controversy which militate against the life 
of the Church. While there is a fundamental unity of faith among 
the Lutherans of the world, there is need for its further cultivation. 
In order to bear a united witness it is prerequisite to have unity of 
faith and confession in fact as well as in profession. To attain these 
ends will take time and patience. Such unity cannot be achieved by 
resolution or decree. As a matter of fact, the future existence and 
usefulness of the Lutheran churches depend very largely upon their 
being knit together by a common faith rather than by a common 
organization. Without this unity the future of the Lutheran World 
Federation is in jeopardy and all its other purposes will fail. It is 
necessary constantly to cultivate a deeper unity of faith, not so much 
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for the sake of self-preservation but rather for the sake. of the faith 
itself, and for the sake of the witness thereby to all the world. 

Especially at this time when there are so many forces that would 
divide and destroy the unity of the Church, every effort should be 
made to cultivate and preserve that unity. The forces at work in the 
world are centrifugal, tending to distract and disjoin those things 
which belong together. Such dangers are very imminent for the 
Lutherans. No doubt the unity which exists is due in large measure 
to the oneness of confession, one catechism, and the treasure of Lu- 
theran hymns which find universal use. Nevertheless, these cannot be 
counted on to preserve that unity against the divisive factors that have 
been introduced into the world which are also felt by the Lutheran 
churches. 

Through the Lutheran World Federation it will be possible to cul- 
tivate greater unity by the meeting of minds and hearts in assemblies 
such as this, through the exchange of theological literature, and 
through frequent intercourse of church leaders. No other avenue is 
at hand for the cultivation of unity at present. 

Unless the unity of the Lutheran faith and confession is cultivated 
it is certain to suffer. Corroding influences will destroy it unless it is 
carefully nurtured, It is not an overstatement to say that the preserva- 
tion of the Lutheran faith demands that its unity be maintained. 


Fellowship and Co-operation 

“c) To promote fellowship and co-operation in study among 
Lutherans,” 

Scattered as Lutherans are all over the world under different politi- 
cal and economic circumstances, it is highly important that they 
should know each other and give expression to the bond of faith which 
unites them. Too long have they lived unto themselves as if they had 
little concern for their brethren of the faith in other parts of the world. 
They confess regularly every Sunday that they believe in the “com- 
munion of saints,” but that has only academic significance unless they 
make it actual and concrete wherever possible. Therefore the Lu- 
theran World Federation is necessary as the medium through which 
such fellowship and co-operation can be promoted. 

There is a camaraderie that is born of common woes and there is 
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fellowship of suffering. These have been experienced in recent years. 
Naturally the bonds of sympathy between those of the same house- 
hold of faith in the time of trouble is to be expected. It usually comes 
to the surface just as the bubbling spring finds its way to the outlet at 
the foot of the hill. Much more important is the fellowship that exists 
among those who hold the same faith and are possessed of the same 
aspirations. That must be promoted if it is to thrive. Here is a vast 
field for the Lutheran World Federation to exert its influence for good. 

This organization is also needed for the co-operation in study among 
Lutherans. Every Lutheran church has a contribution to make to the 
composite whole. We must also approach the problems of life and of 
the Church in a united way so that the full impact of the Gospel as 
we understand it may be exerted in the world. Such co-operation and 
fellowship will help to dispel suspicions and distrust and will make 
for greater strength in doing the work of the kingdom. 


Ecumenical Responsibilities 

“d) To achieve a united Lutheran approach to ecumenical Chris- 
tian movements and to common responsibilities in missions and 
education.” 

If the Lutheran confessions are important for a better understand- 
ing of the universal Christian Church, and if the Lutheran churches 
are to make a real contribution to the ecumenical movement, then 
there ought to be a united approach, “A house divided against itself 
will fall” and a Lutheran church divided against itself in relation to 
ecumenical Christianity will certainly have little influence. There 
must be a common channel through which the fundamental principles 
and truths of the Reformation can be presented. 

If it is thought that the building up of a greater Lutheran conscious- 
ness and solidarity will militate against the ecumenical movement, we 
need to remind ourselves of several things. 

It is evident that practically all the Lutheran churches affiliated in 
the Lutheran World Federation are in sympathy with the ecumenical 
movement, for most of them have signified their intention of uniting 
with the World Council of Churches. For that reason the proposed 
constitution refers to this among the purposes. A strong Lutheran 
church with unity of faith and of purpose can and will make a more 
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definite and positive contribution to the World Council than a church 
divided and disjoined. 


World Council Needs Strong Confessional Groups 

Furthermore we believe that the World Council will be a better 
balanced organization if it has strong confessional groups within its 
ranks than if it is made up of those only who have little regard for 
confessional standards. There must be a proper and dignified respect 
for the confessional position of all the churches in the ecumenical 
group, and this can best be accomplished by each denomination pre- 
senting a united front. This will strengthen the World Council. Those 
who oppose the consolidation of churches of the same faith are not 
truly ecumenical, They seek by a syncretic process to amalgamate all 
Protestant faiths by ignoring confessional differences and thus break- 
ing down the devotion and loyalty to confessional principles. Ecu- 
menical strength cannot be built on such basis. 

We are definitely in favor of the ecumenical progress that has been 
made and we want it to result in the strongest organization possible. 
This can result only from real honesty and a genuine purpose to culti- 
vate a due respect for the right of each communion to adhere to and 
propagate its own confession. Through a common approach and a 
united front the Lutheran Church will be able to make a positive and 
worth-while contribution to this world-wide movement of evangelical 
churches. 

The same applies to the common responsibilities in missions and 
education, Today more than ever before it should be realized how 
important it is that there be some definitely common policies with 
regard to world missions. Tremendous problems confront the Lu- 
theran churches now, and they cannot be solved by independent 
action. It is high time to counsel together with reference to the 
ongoing building of the kingdom throughout the world. 


Lutheran Missions Preserved 

Emphasis was given in every assembly of the Lutheran World Con- 
vention to the necessity of co-operation in the foreign mission service. 
Perhaps the finest demonstration of the place of a federation of Lu- 
therans is to be found in the record of the recent war years. Millions 
of dollars were raised and a sizable personnel was recruited to pre- 
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serve the missions which were cut off from their home bases, As a 
result all of these outposts of Lutheran missionary endeavor were pre- 
served. Without a common agency it would have been impossible. 
Although the war ended two years ago, there is continued need for 
united support of many Lutheran missions fields. The likelihood is 
that this condition will exist for an indefinite number of years. What 
the final outcome will be no one can foretell, but in the meantime we 
must be prepared to co-operate in wise missionary statesmanship in 
order to hold the gains that have been made. Furthermore, we must 
through a common agency project a more comprehensive and flexible 
plan for co-operation in this great work. The best guarantee that any 
Lutheran mission society has that its interests will be protected and 
its mission fields preserved for later occupancy is to be found in this 
kind of procedure. We simply must unite our efforts in this strategy. 


Give Aid Where Needed 

“e) To support Lutheran groups in need of spiritual or material 
aid.” 

No lengthy argument is needed to establish the importance of this 
function. It is all so vividly before us right here in Europe that it 
becomes self-evident. 

Thoughtful and sensitive Christians recognize the tremendous re- 
sponsibility which rests upon the Christian Church in this moment. 
The destruction of cities and churches, the devastation of material 
wealth, the dislocation of life, the disruption of the work of the 
Church, the depletion of spiritual values, the disregard of sacred 
things, and the contempt for the Church of Jesus Christ—these are 
factors in today's world which must be faced. Will the Lutheran 
Church, which has been affected to a great degree, be able to survive? 
How shall it meet these issues? 


Strong Must Help Weak 

Some may be inclined to become pessimistic when they contemplate 
the conditions that face the Church. Discouragement and despair may 
induce many people to regard the happenings of the world as of such 
overwhelming dimensions that they cannot be conquered. Some Lu- 
theran churches face a situation so tragic and hopeless that they need 
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every assistance that can be given them. The responsibility rests upon 
those who are strong to come to their rescue. 


One World Within God's Love 

The old spirit of nationalism which divides humanity and severs the 
ties of faith and friendship must be overcome by the Spirit of God 
which comprehends the whole world within its love. Today the 
primary task of the Lutheran Church is to arise and to stand united 
as brethren of a common faith and meet these issues heroically. We 
must preserve the faith of our church around the world and promote 
the fellowship of all its members. God is calling to us in this hour of 
affliction to rise above petty prejudices and stupid suspicions and look 
upon our brethren, wherever they may be, with eyes of compassionate 
love. Because Lutherans need each other so desperately, it is impera- 
tive that an organization such as the Lutheran World Federation be 
created and supported, 


Church Has Always Faced Problems 

Repeatedly one hears that the Church is facing problems today 
which it has never faced before, Substantially the problems are no 
different than those which the Church has always had to face. They 
are the problems of sin, sorrow, death, broken lives, broken hearts, 
blasted hopes, and distress. The difference is in the scope and mag- 
nitude and possibly in the form which these sufferings take, for they 
are no longer confined to a small area or to a single nation, but are 
practically universal. There is in reality a “distress of nations” and as 
a consequence the universal Christian Church feels the effects. 


Reconstruction Program Co-ordinated 

We are confronted with an enormous task of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of suffering Lutheran churches, particularly in Europe. 
The most natural and logical thing is that Lutherans co-operate in this 
project rather than try to accomplish it by independent action, or lose 
their identity in a more general project. An understanding was reached 
with the headquarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, 
even before the war had ended, that Lutherans would carry on a 
direct program of relief and reconstruction to the brethren of their 
faith and at the same time co-ordinate it with the reconstruction work 
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of the World Council. Already we have experienced the wisdom of this 
provision. It means something very tangible and precious to distressed 
and dismayed Lutherans to have their own brethren in the faith extend 
the hand of fellowship and helpfulness to them. This can best be done 
through an organization such as the Lutheran World Federation. 


United Action Needed 

Think, for instance, of the churches of our faith which are in such 
distress that their very future is in danger. How shall we meet these 
issues unless we attack them unitedly? They are opportunities for the 
Church through the Gospel of Jesus Christ to give men power to live 
triumphantly. Here is an opportunity to bind up the broken-hearted 
and to lift up the feeble knees. Christianity is not a shibboleth to be 
conjured with; it is a way of life which requires vision, high courage, 
devotion, and intelligent application. To give men power, power of 
faith, of love, and of real religion, is the need of this hour. 

There have always been minority Lutheran groups who have 
needed the assistance of the brethren, and it is quite certain there will 
be such weak and endangered Lutheran constituencies even after the 
present emergency has been overcome. For their sake, for the sake of 
the welfare of the whole of the Church, and for the sake of the one- 
ness and inner unity, there must be a common agency through which 
these problems can be met and overcome. 

Not only do the weak and endangered Lutheran churches need the 
encouraging help of their stronger and more favored brethren, but 
the obverse is also true. All are members of the body of Christ, conse- 
quently the affliction affects all. There is a reciprocal blessing in help- 
ing one another. Through the Lutheran World Federation we shall 
be joined not only in the fellowship of a common faith but also in the 
fellowship of common suffering and mutual sympathetic understand- 
ing. Out of these fellowships will come untold blessings and benedic- 
tions to all. 

In conclusion and by way of summary: the call of this hour to the 
Lutherans of the world is to arise, to shake off dull complacency, 
formality, and indifference. It is time for living faith and heroic God- 
inspired action. God expects glory in our lives. The cause is not lost 
if we respond to the challenge of this hour in the spirit of faith and 
in the power of God. 
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This is our day of grace, our great opportunity. Our task today is to 
arise and to stand together as brethren of a common faith. We must 
preserve the faith and fellowship of Lutherans round the world. We 
must strengthen the hearts and hands of our brethren who are sorely 
afflicted. We must carry on all the work that is under the banner of 
the Church of the Reformation on the world-wide fields of missionary 
endeavor. We must join hands with our Christian brothers in other 
evangelical churches to bring healing to all the world. This is our task. 
This is the place of the Lutheran World Federation in the world today. 


THE TESTIMONY OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
by Prof. Anders Nygrén, Sweden 
Wednesday morning 


A strong desire for unity runs through the Lutheran world. We 
want to stand together. But because of that very fact, we are faced 
with a searching question: “Has our Lutheran Church truly a united 
testimony? Has she a testimony to give to a confused and devastated 
world?” 

There is nothing of boasting in this question. It does not imply that 
our Lutheran Church is better than other churches, or that we claim 
to possess special spiritual resources for the ordering of the world and 
creating cosmos out of the now existing chaos. No, it is just the oppo- 
site, This question is one which humbles us and should waken our 
conscience. A church which does not have a testimony is not a true 
church. And if our Church has a testimony, then that testimony must 
be united and clear. “For if the trumpet give an uncertain voice, who 
shall prepare himself for war?” (I Cor. 14:8). 

In the beginning the Church of Christ had a testimony, so that the 
Apostle Paul could use the psalmist’s words concerning it: “Their 
sound went out into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of 
the world.” The apostle knew that they indeed had a testimony to 
give-the testimony of how God through Christ has conquered the 
powers of sin and death, and has clothed us in His own righteousness, 
giving us a share in the new life in Christ Jesus. 

The early Christians knew that they were living in the last days 
when God himself had intervened to save His people, and that the old 
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eon was passing away until the day of Jesus Christ, when the new 
creation would reach its consummation. This has been called the 
eschatological perspective of early Christianity. 

But soon this eschatological hope lost its power over the Church. 
It is true that the evangelical tradition about God's work in Christ 
remained alive, but it did not come to man as a genuine Gospel, as 
the overwhelming testimony of God's new creation. The Church, 
therefore, no longer had any real testimony, because her teaching 
concerned in the first place not what God has done for us, but what 
we must do—it became Law and not primarily Gospel. This was the 
result of the fact that the eschatological hope had ceased to be a liv- 
ing reality within the Church. 

But with Luther the Gospel's echatological significance comes back 
in its original power. God is for him an actual reality. Luther knows 
what it means to be subjected to the wrath of God. Thus the word 
about God's work in Christ, through which He has set aside His curse, 
becomes a true testimony, a gospel. Justification by faith alone is not 
a theoretical doctrine, but the great reality around which everything 
in the Christian life revolves. It means, moreover, that the Church has 
a testimony, a joyful evangel. 

It is this testimony which the Lutheran Church now must recon- 
sider. We have in our church actually nothing over which we should 
pride ourselves. Because from a church which has received such a 
message one should expect more than what we actually find today. 
The Lutheran Church also has lost its eschatological dynamic. Its 
theology and preaching have been drawn into the general process of 
secularization. 

The spirit of secularization has in our time obviously become bank- 
rupt. Thus great new opportunities are opening up. However, now 
the great question arises as to whether the Lutheran Church can 
recover its original testimony, or if she can speak only in secularized 
terms. Our task is clear: we must give the testimony of the Gospel— 
Luther's testimony—to the present world. This, therefore, must be our 
watchword: “Always forward toward Luther.” Amen. 
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WE MUST WORK WHILE IT IS DAY 
by Bishop Lajos Ordass, Budapest, Hungary 


Thursday morning 


It seems a very simple wisdom which we recognize in these words 
of our Saviour. In such understandable language He teaches us the 
deepest science. Every hearer can understand these words. It will 
remain good wisdom until the end of time. In spite of many inven- 
tions which man has made to brighten and lighten the night, the 
peasant during the harvest time must still admit: “We must work 
while it is day.” 

However, these words are more than a simple sentence. They 
should lead us to a better understanding of the world situation. They 
should awaken the zeal of all Christians. They should wake us up if 
we feel inclined to quietly sleep. The enemy does not rest. He is 
always at work. In one of the parables of our Lord, we read how the 
evil one corrupts the seed in the night. But he works not only at 
night—he is always at work—and how eagerly he works! May I ask 
you, dear brethren, if you have observed this? I think we cannot avoid 
seeing the results of his labor. It all stands before us so vividly. Every- 
where ruins, need, hate, sin, all show clearly the work of the enemy. 
Yes, the old enemy is at his work. 

Now what will become of this world if only the enemy shall be at 
work? When we see the world and all its need, is it possible that we 
can say anything else than: “We must work while it is day.” 

I believe that just on this point many Christians today find the deep- 
est problem of their lives. Many who have gone through the hard 
struggle to the very limit of their courage and strength, and to the 
very brink of desperation ask today even in the church: “Is there any 
day?” 

In our work, in personal man-to-man discussions, we have all heard 
this question. Perhaps we have asked this question ourselves. It may 
be that the reason we have so little power in our work is that we are 
of the opinion that it is already evening. We do not feel that we 
should work any longer. 

Thus it is necessary to turn to the Bible. There we find the message 
of Advent: “Now it is high time to awake out of sleep . . . . The night 
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is far spent, and the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works 
of darkness and let us put on the armor of light” (Rom. 13:11-12). 

Also the message of the morning and that which shines with the 
clear light of the summertime: “Behold, I say unto you, ‘Lift up your 
eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest’” 
(John 4:35). “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). 

It is not evening! Convince yourself of it from the Word of God. 
Man can have a new beginning by His grace. He gives the morning; 
He gives the harvest. See how rich the harvest is. Tell it to all your 
co-laborers who begin to despair. Let us declare it here and now: It 
is a bright day which God gives us and we must repeat over and over 
again: “We must work while it is day!” 

Yet even in these words we have not said all; we have not expressed 
the most important things. “We must work while it is day.” That is 
not merely a statement for our day; it is not the result of our seeing 
how the enemy is working. This will not convince us that it is still 
day. The important thing for the Christian to remember is that it is 
the command of our Master. He has said: “I must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day” (John 9:4). And He has also said: 
“Walk while ye have the light” (John 12:35). He is the Master, our 
Lord, the Lord of the Day. 

Therefore, let us say it over and over again: “We must work while 
it is day"—and when we have said it, let us do it. Amen. 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND ITS TASKS IN THE WORLD 
by Bishop D. Hanns Lilje, Germany 


Friday morning 


“Lift up your eyes and see!” “Open your eyes!” “Look and behold!” 
Thus the Bible exhorts us Christians, not once, but frequently. It is a 
clear command, a comforting and at the same time dynamic challenge. 

We are surrounded by so much anguish and woe that our eyes at 
times are blinded; and when we do open our eyes, we behold so 
many failures that we are tempted to grow weary. But God, the Holy 
One, commands us to lift up our eyes. For this world, even this piti- 
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able world, this sinful world, is still subject to His will. We have 
learned to know His will in Christ Jesus, and it is this will of God 
which determines our view of the world. How do we face the tasks 
of our Church in the world? Precisely as we see them before the face 
of God. 

This means, first, that we face our tasks perfectly realistically. We 
do not have any illusions concerning the world in which we live and 
work. We have experienced the horrors of two world wars within one 
generation; and now, although the armed conflict has been ended, 
mankind is still haunted by fear and plagued by misery. In the face 
of these conditions we are not so frivolous as to be optimistic about 
the future. But we are still less justified in assuming a defeatist atti- 
tude of resignation and despair. No, we have learned the wholesome 
truth that the judgment of God is coming upon the nations of the 
world-not only upon one or two nations, but upon all nations where 
the name of Christ has been proclaimed and where a Christian church 
existed. This church, we confess, was powerless to prevent mankind's 
plunge into darkness and chaos. But we ourselves, we personally, 
share responsibility for this catastrophe; we were disobedient, we 
were selfish, we were cowardly, we were sinful. A church is truly 
Lutheran only if it fearlessly proclaims this judgment of God aver all 
the nations and if it, above all, humbly and penitently submits to this 
judgment itself. 

Second, we face our tasks organically. That is to say, we know 
indeed that the Church today bears a tremendous responsibility over 
against the world. The world of nations, whether it knows it or not, 
whether it says so or not, is actually waiting for the help and guidance 
which only the Church can give. But we also know equally well that 
this renewal must begin within ourselves, within us Lutheran Chris- 
tians, our pastors and congregations. Our congregations must first of 
all be renewed inwardly. Holding fast to the Scriptures and Confes- 
sions, and clinging to Christ in the obedience of faith, these same con- 
gregations will become the source of new life for the world. The 
Church, the Lutheran Church, dare not fail now! A really Lutheran 
Church must be an awakened, a renewed, a living Church. 

Finally and most important, we face our tasks in the light of God's 
promises. When we are renewed to true obedience and to uncon- 
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ditional faith in God's Holy Word, then the world around us changes 
its face. Then our eyes are opened to see more than the dark shadows 
of pain and suffering; then we behold the sunshine and the glory that 
stream from the promises of God. It has pleased God to connect His 
promises with His Word, and we experience every day, even in the 
midst of grief and destruction, that new opportunities present them- 
selves whenever we proclaim the Gospel with believing hearts; that 
He Himself opens doors for us that hitherto had been closed; that 
there is not only indifference to the Gospel and rejection of His Word 
in the world today, but also genuine hunger for the Word of Life, and 
that some men are really seeking to find the way to our Lord. And 
thus this suffering, anguished world changes its face once more: it is 
subject not only to hopelessness but also to the law of the life divine, 
When we regain our confident trust in the power of this law of God, 
we can see the Risen One at work, and the glory of the great day of 
His coming sheds its radiance upon the road which we are traveling 
in this world. 

Away with defeatism, with hopelessness and despair! Gratefully, 
obediently we heed the command of our God. Serve the Lord with 
gladness! Amen. 


CHRIST, THE HOPE OF THE WORLD 


by the Rev. S. W. Savarimuthu, India 
Saturday morning 


Colossians 1:21-29 


The collocation of the three rich words “faith, hope and charity” is, 
linguistically speaking, a new creation of the apostle Paul. He wanted 
to give a new expression to a new experience. The trinity of the 
theological virtues is thus a peculiar combination of Paul, the Chris- 
tian, to the Greek-speaking world. Paul was able to do this because 
God was pleased to make known to him the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the gentiles, which is “Christ in you the hope of 
glory.” 

“The hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23) cannot be understood by 
means of secular ethics or philosophy which seeks to understand 
Christian mystery through the medium of rationalism. Only he who 
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understands Christian faith, nay, only he who has the Christian faith 
that justifies him before God, can understand and experience within 
himself the Christian hope. 

It is a characteristic of Paul to speak of “hope” in conjunction with 
sufferings. See, for example, II Cor. 1:7-8. “And our hope for you is 
steadfast, knowing that, as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so also 
are ye of the comfort. For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning our affliction which befell us in Asia, that we were weighed 
down exceedingly, beyond our power, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life.” 

In this passage we get the two words: “hope” and “despair.” Despair 
is loss of hope, lack of “spes.” Paul speaks of both hope and hopeless- 
ness almost in the same breath. 

Paul would not have us ignorant concerning our affliction which 
befell him in Asia. None of us here present need to be told of the suf- 
ferings, of the affliction which befell us during and after World 
War II, more particularly those of our family who come from the 
European countries. We could say with Paul that “we were weighed 
down exceedingly, beyond our power, insomuch that we despaired 
even of life.” 

But the Christian who has put his faith in God can have hope in 
this hopelessness, For he alone knows the source of this tribulation, 
Commenting on the 6th Psalm, Luther says “When this Psalm says ‘O 
Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot 
displeasure,’ the psalmist confesses that what he suffers is from God. 
For to be rebuked in the Lord’s anger is nothing else than to be con- 
founded, and to be found guilty before the eternal judgment.” 

In his analysis of this experience of what the mystics would call the 
“Dark Night of the Soul,” Luther speaks of the co-existence of the con- 
trasted feelings of fear and love. “This work of God in the heart of 
the saint is not to be comprehended by any rationalistic understand- 
ing; there is darkness upon the face of this deep; and there may exist 
together a most servile fear and most ardent love. Love lies in a most 
secret depth, but servile fear appears and is felt with intolerable 
violence; the spirit is borne upon the top of the waters and nothing is 
left but a groan that cannot be uttered.” 

It is because what he suffers is from God, man “should flee unto no 
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other than the angry God himself. We are taught always to flee unto 
God against God, as it were.” It is this process which Luther calls 
“hoping against hope,” that is, from the God of wrath to the God of 
mercy. And it is precisely at this point that “Love, most severely, 
sharply, and vehemently wrestles against hatred, hope against despair, 
mercy against wrath, praise against blasphemy, perseverance against 
flight, and, in a word, heaven against hell, to the unspeakable nowhere 
of the soul.” This conflict “no one can avoid or escape, unless by hope 
man lays hold of the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

It is to that man who has thus obtained hope in despair through 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, that Christ becomes the hope of the 
world, which we in our Sections have sought to describe as a con- 
fused or devastated world. From what we have said above, we may 
truly describe the world we live in as a world without hope—a world 
in despair. It is concerning this world in despair that the apostle Paul 
exhorts us to be rooted and settled in the faith, and not to be lured 
away from the hope of the Gospel, whereof we, as well as Paul, were 
made ministers (Col. 1:23). 

The Christian, then, is a minister of hope, in this world of despair. 
When Christ is in us the hope of glory, we shall like Paul “preach, 
warn, teach, every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus.” In confusion he finds meaning; in devastation 
he brings about reconstruction; in despair he rejoices in hope, because 
Christ is the hope of both this world and the next. Amen. 


REPORT OF COMMISSION III TO SECTION III 
The Lutheran Church Facing the Problems of a Troubled World 
(This Commission Report is printed in the proceedings by special 

request of Section III.) 


A. MATERIALISM, SECULARISM, AND NIHILISM 


The Spirit of God makes the secrets of men and the riddles of the 
universe manifest. When the Holy Scriptures state, with reference to 
our Lord, that “when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with com- 
passion for them, because they were distressed and scattered, as sheep 
not having a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36), two things are indicated: (1) 
Our Lord was in a position to discern the true condition of man who 
was alienated from God and plunged into sin, anxiety, and fear of 
death (cf. John 2:25). (2) Our Lord had compassion on the people 
who were in this condition. 

Witness to Christ requires of the church that it should not separate 
itself in pious isolation from the world in which it lives. Nor should 
the church callously condemn the world and leave it to suffer distress 
of body and soul. On the contrary, the church must, in a spirit of sober 
self-knowledge and compassionate love, identify itself with the guilt 
of the world. 

L 

We must make it clear to ourselves that a fundamental change has 
taken place in the history of the world during the last hundred years 
Today we can look back upon and clearly comprehend what has hap- 
pened in the past decades. As far as the outward tempo is concerned, 
the world has changed more swiftly during the past century than in 
any previous period. By means of modern technology we have come 
so close to one another on the earth that there is no nation today 
whose problems are merely domestic; decisive questions now have 
universal significance and they are basically the same everywhere, no 
matter how they may differ in their external manifestations. 

These great world problems have assumed frightful proportions. 
Among the various mighty movements which marked the brilliant 


147 


148 THE LUTHERAN Wonn FEDERATION 


opening of the nineteenth century, destructive forces have proved to 
be the most powerful. The demons have conquered. Destructive forces 
have gained the mastery. What once looked like the dawn of a new 
day for mankind and what once misled countless contemporaries to 
dream of fantastic progress proved to have another and a horrible 
side. It is now clear that there is not only progress toward what is 
good and noble; there is also progress, no less powerful, toward what 
is evil and ignoble. We have all been in danger of forgetting what 
must have been known to us from the Scriptures, namely, how easily 
power can be put into the service of injustice, violence, inhumanity. 
If things had happened according to the logic of people who lived a 
century ago, mankind would have developed a progressively perfect 
world order. Meanwhile the nineteenth century must strike us as an 
idyllic and patriarchal age when compared with the century of world 
wars in which we are living. The disintegration of our age is most 
intimately connected with the forces which made the preceding age 
truly great. The two cannot be separated. What produced the resur- 
gence a century ago also produced the shocking effects which have 
today become visible to us. 

Two very simple things must first be mentioned. On the one hand 
is the fact that power was sundered from justice. Europe's political 
creed has gradually been reduced to the formula, “Might makes right.” 
In the political sphere no other standard remains. It can be asserted 
without sentimentality that anyone who puts his faith in naked power 
renounces the right to appeal to justice. Either we reject belief in 
power and believe in the applicability of God's righteousness to inter- 
national relations or we are face to face with the collapse of political 
order which threatens the world. Technological civilization, which 
was once welcomed as man’s liberator, is leading man to uncertainty, 
despair, and other great evils and vices. Fear of life counterbalances 
fear of death. While some people cringe in fear before the atomic 
bomb, others are not frightened by it because life itself has become 
so unbearable. 

Idolatry of power and mass psychology have together become the 
roots out of which the totalitarian state, for example, has quite natu- 
rally grown, for the totalitarian state is an attempt to solve the prob- 
lem of the masses by means of an extension of unbridled power. 
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Materialism, secularism, and nihilism represent stages on the path 
which the modern world has taken to get away from its earlier reli- 
gious foundations. The materialism of practical everyday life, which 
was introduced by the development of modern civilization and tech- 
nology, could at first be combined with a Christian spirituality which 
served as an ideological superstructure. Secularism represents the pro- 
gressive decay—a decay which led to complete dissolution—of these 
spiritual presuppositions. Nihilism, finally, is the mature fruit of secu- 
larism. Alienation from God and from everything transcendental is at 
once the cause and the effect of this devolution. 

The state of permanent revolution in which Europe has lived for 
more than a century and a half has led people farther and farther 
away from the religious foundations of human existence. Rationalistic 
ideas, in so far as they were combined with certain Christian elements 
which were either consciously embraced or unconsciously inherited, 
at first deceived men. But when the Christian presuppositions disap- 
peared, the destructive power of these ideas became manifest. Awe 
and reverence toward God were supplanted by a confident reliance on 
reason. One sphere of life after another became autonomous. Unity of 
life was threatened when science and art, economics and politics, went 
their several ways. To be sure, European life enjoyed an unprece- 
dented resurgence whose influence extended to all parts of the world, 
and the intellect of man, released from old bonds, flowered brilliantly 
in many different areas, However, the soil out of which this new life 
sprang began to crumble. Luther's teaching concerning secular orders 
was misused as a justification for the autonomous dissolution from 
religion of all spheres of life. The clergyman was largely supplanted 
by the teacher and the physician, by the politician and the journalist. 

In the vacuum created by the displacement of God, new gods 
assumed mastery, and around these gods new mythologies quickly 
developed. Political ideas were transformed into substitute religions. 
The collective egoism of political parties and of nations was clothed 
with divine dignity, and it became a patriotic duty to pay homage to 
these parties or nations. In this way the old nations of Europe have 
degenerated. The new nations outside of Europe are threatened with 
a similar danger. In the conflict of autonomous ideologies and states 
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with one another mankind is experiencing a new kind of polytheism. 

In all honesty, however, it must also be stated that there are note- 
worthy movements in all lands, the participants of which recognize 
the danger and seek a return of their peoples to Christian foundations. 
The great struggle is not finished. We are now living in a critical time 
in which the political thinking of the whole world, cut loose from 
Christian foundations, is threatened. We are, all of us, confronted by 
the question whether even the political ideals which were of Christian 
origin do not become dangerous as soon as they lose their connection 
with their origin. 

Here lies the real task of the Christian Church. But the task of the 
Church, in its function as guardian, is made more difficult by the fact 
that the Church itself, even in its theological thinking and ecclesiastical 
action, often has had more faith in culture than in the power of the 
divine Spirit and often has pursued secular ideals rather than the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of Christ, Whenever the Church itself succumbs 
to the process of secularization, its witness becomes untrustworthy to 
others and is in itself uncertain. 


III. 

The consequence and the final stage of secularism is nihilism. The 
church must soberly take into account the spiritual condition into 
which a large part of mankind has today fallen. We call this condition 
nihilism. The real cause is a complete loss of faith. Ours is an age of 
metaphysical impoverishment. Nihilism does not openly attack the 
traditional Christian faith, nor is it a developed heresy. The fact of the 
matter is that such great words of the Christian faith as God, sin, 
redemption, and eternity are simply not understood any longer. Man 
has lost the capacity to hear God's call. He is no longer able either to 
believe or to pray. 

A confusion of conscience results from this. The relationship of good 
and evil to personal responsibility is broken, Good citizens who per- 
sonally “wish no one any ill” nevertheless do and tolerate dreadful 
things, The notion of duty is emptied of all meaning or is disastrously 
distorted. When duty is no longer determined by the Ten Command- 
ments, it is justified by any and every inferior sentiment. When obedi- 
ence is no longer governed by conscience, it becomes a nihilistic 
obedience which recognizes no ethical obligation. Man rejects the 
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clear divine order and overthrows every law of humanity because he 
is commanded to do so, and he excuses himself by saying that he was 
only doing his duty. 

Not only is every traditional form of fellowship destroyed where 
nihilism flourishes, but man's very capacity to enter into fellowship is 
lost. Mass psychology and nihilism are mutually inclusive. The fanati- 
cism to which the masses fall prey and the attempt to subdue the 
masses by a state’s exercise of coercive measures may hide but they 
do not heal the nihilistic condition. When coercive measures fail, then 
the nihilism becomes manifest. 

Human life loses its purpose and its meaning where nihilism flour- 
ishes. Man feels that he is forsaken and completely hopeless in a mean- 
ingless world. Cynical nihilism is a form of utter despair. 

The result is a complete destruction of the conception of man, 
When man is interpreted in purely materialistic terms, as in the race 
theory, all traces of genuine humanity vanish. The man who no longer 
fears God succumbs to a fear of men and does not even wish to live. 
Under such circumstances man as such may be said to disappear. This 
is what nihilism means. 

IV. 

The confusion reflected in this development should not astonish us, 
for it is a shocking confirmation of the biblical teaching concerning 
man, the world, and its history as summed up in Luther’s expression, 
“lost and condemned creature.” Without God man cannot create a 
history which produces peace and salvation. Our age reveals this as 
no other age before. 

The question then suggests itself, Is there a way to escape nihilism? 
Is there any hope? Humanly speaking, we have no right to say that 
there is. Only by humbling ourselves before the bitter evidences of 
disintegration can we avoid the natural tendency of man to flee from 
harsh reality and seek sanctuary in illusion. Only in this hard school 
can we reach the limits of what is human, and there our eyes will be 
opened to discern the divine history which entered this world with 
Christ. 

Of course this is not to be understood as meaning that, inasmuch 
as man has now reached the end of his rope, the creative and life-giv- 
ing effects of God's grace will necessarily restore him. We have no 
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assurance that God will grant the world a possibility of revival. Judged 
by human eyes, the opposite is quite as possible: Nihilism may simply 
be the strongest expression of God's judgment, and the human race 
may be hastening to its destruction. 

Nevertheless the Church has reason to hope because God in Jesus 
Christ loved the world. In fact, the church has the duty to bear wit- 
ness to God's revelation and proclaim His redemptive purpose. In 
doing so the Church does not identify itself with either optimistic or 
pessimistic interpretations of the world situation. By its very existence 
the Church is a comfort and a hope for the world, and because of its 
faith it has the courage to serve the world even if it appears to be in 
a hopeless condition. Accordingly, the Church has certain concrete 
tasks to perform in our troubled world. 

1. The church owes it to the world to bear witness to the Chris- 
tian faith in such a way that the world can understand its reference 
to the reality of God and can accept the revelation in Christ. 

2. The Church owes it to man to guide him out of his illusions 
about himself and out of his despair to an awareness of the reality of 
his existence, the heart of which is responsibility toward God. Just as 
man must die his own death and no one else can do this for him, so 
man must live his own life; no one else can live it for him, When this 
is learned, the true conception of man will be restored and conscience 
will be reinstated in its rightful place. 

3. The Church, as the bearer of the divine revelation, offers man 
the possibility of true fellowship. When the First Commandment is 
observed, the proper relations between man and man will be restored. 
Thus the abuse of power and the effects of mass psychology will be 
radically overcome. 

B. Race RELATIONS 
L 

1. The problem of race relations has made its appearance during 
the last century. It is not treated specifically either in the Scriptures 
or in the Reformation Confessions. The problem confronts us in two 
forms. First, the attempt is made to exalt particular races (especially 
the value of one's own race) and to debase other races. Second, the 
attempt is made entirely to disregard all racial differences. 

9. In these two forms of thinking we recognize that the problem 
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of race relations is a result of the secularization of modern man. 

3. The fact that racial differences are either exaggerated or dis- 
regarded makes it clear that any secular approach to the solution of 
the race problem is false, for every such approach ultimately grows 
out of collective egoism or collective nihilism. 

4. Over against collective egoism and collective nihilism with their 
consequences for anthropology, the Scriptures affirm faith in God the 
Creator, and thus they assert the unity of the human race in the sight 
of God. K 

5. In the light of biblical revelation this unity of mankind ex- 
presses itself in the oneness of all men under the judgment and grace 
of God. This is clearly exhibited in the incarnation of God in Jesus 
Christ. 

6. The oneness of men under the judgment and grace of God is 
realized in the Christian community which, on the one hand, lives in 
the certain hope of a perfection which is to be, and, on the other hand, 
despite all its imperfections, even now by its very existence manifests 
traces of this perfection which is to be. 

7. A real solution of the race problem can accordingly be found 
only within the Christian community. 


IL. 

1. Biological and historical distinctions which are conditioned by 
racial differences are neither removed nor minimized when seen in 
the light of the Christian faith. 

2. Every overevaluation and every underevaluation of one or more 
races on the basis of racial differences is contrary to the Christian 
conscience. 

3. The basic principle for the solution of the problem of race 
relations is to be found in Christian liberty. 

4. The basic principle of complete liberty in mutual relations be- 
tween different races requires the spiritual corrective of love, which 
is the standard for the whole life of the Christian community. 

5. Just because of this love, custom, although it represents only 
the external form of morality, must always be given sympathetic con- 
sideration in race relations. 

6. The regulation of race relations in liberty and love must be 
achieved by means of fraternal discussion, conducted with a sense 
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of common responsibility toward God the Creator and with a common 
expectation of our Lord's return and the completion of His work of 
salvation in His one Church. 

7. That the Christian community takes the oneness of all men in 
God's sight seriously is demonstrated by the fact that unrestricted fel- 
lowship in Word, prayer, and sacraments is granted to believers of 
another race. 

Ill. 

1. From the point of view of the Christian faith, therefore, the 
problem of race relations cannot be solved in terms of biological or 
political considerations, nor can it be solved on the basis of a philoso- 
phy of history. It must be recognized that the problem is ethical. 

2. The efforts of Christendom to regulate race relations remain 
just as tentative in this world as Christendom itself. A final solution of 
all the problems connected with race relations is accordingly impos- 
sible even within the sphere of the Christian community. 

3. The basic law of liberty in love points beyond the present to 
Him who is perfect Love. 

4, Perfect Love confronts us in the person of Jesus Christ, clothed 
in the corporeality of a particular race. 

5. In testifying to this humanity of Jesus Christ the church con- 
fesses that God has a purpose with regard to races. Now it is hidden, 
to be sure, but it is certainly a salutary and glorious purpose. 

6. Although many difficulties arise from the fact that the Gospel 
is everywhere and always witnessed by men who are racially con- 
ditioned, yet this very fact also makes us rejoice in the certainty that 
God in His grace seeks and finds men in the condition in which they 
are. 

C. REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

The distress of millions of refugees and displaced persons confronts 
not only Christendom but also all the peoples of the world with one 
of the most difficult social problems of our time. The undermining of 
traditional and sacred forms of human society, the destructive effects 
of irresponsible political powers, delusions about race, and demoniacal 
nationalism have not only made millions of people homeless but have 
also deprived them of the means of livelihood and plunged them into 
a chaos of apathy and despair. 
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At the close of the war there were more than 13,000,000 displaced 
persons and refugees in Europe and in the Near and Middle East. 
More than 9,000,000 of these were in Central Europe. The remaining 
4,000,000 were distributed over all the other European countries 
except Spain and Portugal. According to nationality the majority of 
the displaced persons and refugees were Poles, who numbered 
3,400,000. In addition there were 2,500,000 French, somewhat over 
2,000,000 adherents of the Soviet Union, lesser numbers of Czecho- 
slovaks, Italians, Belgians, Dutch, Balts, Norwegians, Danes, members 
of various southeastern European states, and a large number of Jews, 
mostly of German origin. 

The assembly of displaced persons and the organization of their 
transport to their home countries had just begun when the Potsdam 
Agreement created a new refugee problem in Germany. Part of the 
population of the eastern German provinces beyond the Oder-Neisse 
line had fled into western and southern Germany before the advance 
of the Russian troops. Now the order was given in Potsdam that the 
German nationals who remained in the eastern provinces, the German 
nationals in Austria, the Sudeten Germans, and the German-speaking 
people in Hungary should be deported to Germany. The Allied Con- 
trol Council estimated that these people numbered 6,650,000. How- 
ever, according to the German census taken in the fall of 1946, before 
the completion of the deportations, more than 10,000,000 German 
refugees from the East and other German-speaking refugees and ex- 
pellees had arrived in Germany. Completion of the deportations which 
have been announced is expected to bring the total of German 
refugees and expellees to 13,500,000. 

Thus the Allied governments, the occupation authorities, the govern- 
ments of Sweden, Denmark, and Switzerland, UNRRA, and the gov- 
ernments of Austria and Italy were confronted with a double task: 
On the one hand they had to transport to their homes the displaced 
persons and the non-German refugees who are bracketed with them. 
On the other hand, the German refugees and expellees had to be 
absorbed into the German economic and social life. 

Meanwhile the number of displaced persons and non-German 
refugees has rapidly declined. Of the original 13,000,000, only about 
1,500,000 are left in Germany. On account of the disbanding of 
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UNRRA, a new refugee organization, IRO, called into being by the 
United Nations, will care for these people. It is proposed to provide 
those who cannot or do not wish to return to their homes with oppor- 
tunities for resettlement in western Europe or overseas. Under con- 
sideration here are primarily Poles, Esthonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, 
and Jews, the number of whom has increased during the last year 
through accessions from the East; about 120,000 Jews are now living 
in Germany as displaced persons. 

But the German refugees and displaced persons are to remain in 
Germany and are gradually to be absorbed into the German economy. 
The difficulties which, in view of the present conditions in Germany, 
stand in the way of an execution of this plan are extraordinarily great, 
for the refugees represent 20 per cent of the total population. So far, 
despite all the efforts of the German refugee organizations, only the 
most elementary and provisional steps have been taken. It is not pos- 
sible to introduce a permanent solution as long as the deportations 
are continued and as long as German economic life is not revived. 
According to the calculations of experts, moreover, the prospects of 
absorbing all the German refugees in the internal economic life of 
Germany are very dark even for the long future. A large percentage 
of the German refugees and expellees will remain without opportuni- 
ties of work and of earning a livelihood even if the most extensive 
program of rebuilding and perhaps also the most radical redistribution 
of land were undertaken. 

The wretched conditions resulting from irregularity in manner of 
life and occupation are common to both groups, the displaced persons 
as well as the German refugees and expellees. More grievous than the 
material want are the social instability and the spiritual distress to 
which these people are exposed. As a consequence of the fact that the 
displaced persons cannot be returned to their homes and that the 
refugees have lost all their possessions, together with their homes, their 
life is uprooted and they are subject to a process of proletarianization. 
Of fundamental importance is the insecurity of these people, who feel 
that they are not wanted anywhere. They have a claim upon our help 
and support not only for their own sake but also because, as sources 
of social dissatisfaction and political unrest, they represent a peculiar 
peril to the internal, eternal peace of countries in which they live. 
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It is generally agreed that a constructive solution can still be 
achieved for a majority of the displaced persons and refugees. They 
still place their hope and trust in those who are now caring for them. 
But a continuation of the present unclarified situation threatens to 
produce a monstrous catastrophe which can only eventuate in deteri- 
oration and possibly death by starvation for multitudes of people. 
Moreover, a bolshevization may be expected to follow. 

The activity of the League of Nations after World War I demon- 
strated that such a tremendous problem can be solved in spite of all 
the difficulties, but also that it can be solved only by large-scale inter- 
national action. Because refugees then endangered foreign policy in 

. the Balkans and Near East, the League of Nations very successfully 
resettled large numbers of them and thus afforded them opportunity 
to start life afresh, 

The present refugee problem differs from that of thirty years ago 
only in its extent. Briefly put, ways and means must be found to create 
an existence befitting human beings for about 1,500,000 displaced 
persons and non-German refugees and 13,500,000 German refugees 
and expellees. What has been accomplished so far is extremely dis- 
appointing. It is true that there are indications of a growing under- ` 
standing in the world for the necessity of providing opportunities of 
emigration for the remaining large numbers of displaced persons who 
cannot return to their homes. But beyond this the general refugee 
problem has not improved since the end of the war. On the contrary, 
it has worsened incalculably as a consequence of the continued depor- 
tation of Germans and the flight of Jews and politically imperiled 
people. 

The Christian churches feel that they have a responsibility toward 
these millions of homeless people. The Lutheran churches in America 
have especially befriended them by sending helpers and comforters 
to the places of greatest need and by furnishing the means of reliev- 
ing some of the need. The Lutheran churches of the whole world 
ought, through The Lutheran World Federation and by means of 
encouragement and activity co-operate in the solution of the refugee 
problem, which is one of the most urgent problems of our troubled 
world. 


In the first place, we must not relax in our efforts to call the atten- 
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tion of responsible authorities to the gravity of the situation and to the 
perils involved in it in order that necessary measures may resolutely 
be undertaken and subsequently carried to completion.° 

In the second place, we must be untiring in our efforts to provide 
our churches and our fellow-believers with information and thus to 
prepare them above all for the emigration of refugees which may some 
day take place. No failure to attain in full our hopes for united inter- 
national action dare divert us from the support of these needy people 
both by word and by deed. 

Without in any way betraying the special ties which unite the 
Lutheran churches, Lutheran relief organizations were the first and 
the foremost in acknowledging their obligation to those in critical 
need, irrespective of their creed, race, or nationality. The Lutheran 
World Federation should emphatically reassert this principle and its 
application in the treatment of the refugee problem. 

The presence of from 12,000,000 to 14,000,000 refugees in the heart 
of Europe presents a social, political, economic, and geographical 
problem which is very difficult to solve, and for this very reason it is 
urgent that it should be solved. Nothing has so far been done inter- 
nationally for its solution although the United Nations have set their 
powerful machinery in motion and the IRO has very properly been 
created to help the 1,600,000 displaced persons and assimilated groups. 
Political powers may justify this as they will, but Lutheran Christians 
will, on the basis of the Gospel, find the refusal to render aid in the 
case of human need on an unprecedented scale neither comprehensible 
nor justifiable. 

Political powers have established the principle of one peace with- 
out discrimination. The Lutheran churches of the world, in the unity 
of their common evangelical faith, can wholeheartedly approve this 
principle. But for this very reason they must also intercede for undis- 
criminatory measures, since without them one peace for all-alike is 
unthinkable. 


© It is accordingly recommended that The Lutheran World Federation consider addressing 
a formal appeal to the principal governments concerned, as well as to the secretary general of 
the United Nations. The appeal should center on the petition that the United Nations, in keep- 
ing with its high ideals, extend the activity of the International Refugee Organization to the 
displaced persons, refugees, and expellees of all lands, irrespective of their condition, race, 
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Herntrich; Hauptpastor Lic.; 
Hummelsbütteler Kirchenweg 6, Hamburg-Fuhlsbüttel 
Schöffel; Bishop Dr.; Heimhuderstrasse 36, Hamburg 


Thüringen 
Mitzenheim, Moritz; Bishop; Pflugensberg, Eisenach 
Zimmermann, Walter; Oberkirchenrat; Mariannenplatz 1, Berlin SO 36 
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Oldenburg 
Staehlin; Bishop Dr.; Dobbenstrasse 19, Oldenburg 


HOLLAND 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
Bik, C. P. J., Lomanstraat 59, Amsterdam 
van Heest, Dr. J. P.; President, the Ev. Luth. Church; 
120 F. v, Mierisstraat, Amsterdam 
Kooiman, Prof. Dr. W. J., 6 Valeriusplein, Amsterdam 
Lichtenauer, Dr. W. F., Bergsche Plaslaan 1, Rotterdam 
Pel, C.; Pastor; Lomanstraat 51, Amsterdam 


HUNGARY 
Janossy, Lajos; Dean; Lutheran Theological Faculty, Sopron 
Ordass, Lajos; Bishop; Esterhazy Utca 12, Budapest VIII 
Posfay, György; Pastor; Blekingevägen 13, Lund, Sweden 
Radvansky, Antoine, 4 Chemin Kermely, Geneva, Switzerland 
Vajta, Vilmos; Pastor; Kraftstorg 10b, Lund, Sweden 


ICELAND 
Icelandic Lutheran Church 
Gudmundsson, Prof. Admundur, Reykjavik 
Sigurdsson, Sigurgeir; Bishop; Reykjavik 


Evangelical Lutheran Free Church 
Sigurdsson, Arni; Pastor; Reykjavik 


Innia 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
David, Paul; Pastor; Rajahmundry 


Santal Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Gausdal, J.; President, the Santal Ev. Luth. Church; 
Dumka, Santal, Pargana 


Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Lakra, Joel; President, 
the Gossner Ev, Luth. Church of Chotanagpur and Assam; Ranchi 


Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Andhra 
Oberdorfer, C. W.; Pastor; Gudur, Nellore District, Madras, S. India 
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Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Savarimuthu, Prof. S. W., Gurukul, Kilpauk, Madras 


LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, in Exile 
Berzins, Prof. Dr. Ludwig, c/o Archbishop Griinbergs 
Grünbergs; Prof. Dr. Teodor, Archbishop 
Breitestr. 8, Esslingen a/Neckar 
Kundzins, Prof. Dr. Karlis, Frohe Quelle, Detmold-Hiddesen 
Rozit, Elmar; Pastor, c/o Archbishop Grünbergs 


LITHUANIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH, in Exile 
Keleris, A.; Pastor; Bremensvörde, Balt Lager, Germany 


MADAGASCAR 
Church of Madagascar 
Frisch, Finn; Pastor; Collettsgate 39E III, Oslo, Norway 


NORWAY 
Aalen, Prof. Dr. Leiv, The Church Faculty, Oslo 
Amdahl, Einar; Gen. Secretary, Norwegian Mission Society; Stavanger 
Berggrav, Dr. Eivind; Bishop; Oslo 
Christie, Hartvig; Pastor; Barum 
Fjaer, Sigurd; Domprost; Trondheim 
Hansson, Kristian; Chief Secretary of Church Department; Oslo 
Hauge, Dr. Reidar; Dronningsgatan 6, Moss 
Moe, Prof. Olaf; Holmenv. 44, Oslo 
Ording, Prof. Hans, Jegerv. 13, Ris, Oslo 
Zarbell-Engh, Markvar; Pastor; Schwenseng. 15, Oslo 


POLAND 
Polskiego Kosciola Ewang. Augsburg W. R. P. 
Gloeh, Feliks; Mil. Chaplain; Grabowa 4, Warsaw 
Kotula, Karol; Pastor; Pietrkowska 4, Loda 
Michelis, Zygmunt; Pastor; Emilii Plater 7, Warsaw 
Szeruda, Dr. Jan; Bishop; Bracka 18M 27, Warsaw 


SOUTH ÅFRICA 
The Lutheran Church of South Africa 
Follesoe, N. M.; Pastor; pr. Bergen, Norway 
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SWEDEN 
Aulén, Gustaf; Bishop; Strängnäs 
Cederberg, Daniel; Pastor; Staffanstorp 
Johansson, Harry; Director; Sigtuna 
Lindström, Martin; Rector; Lundsberg 
Newman, Ernst; Domprost; Lund 
Nygrén, Prof. Anders, Lund 
Pernow, Birger; Director of Missions; Stockholm 
Rodhe, Edvard; Bishop; Lund 
Runmark, Richard; Director; Stockholm 
Ysander, Torsten; Bishop; Visby 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
American Lutheran Church 
Bodensieck, Dr. Julius, 
ERA, IA&C, OMGUS, A.P.O. 742, Postmaster, New York 
Bodensieck, Justine (Mrs.), 

ERA, IA&C, OMGUS, A.P.O. 742, Postmaster, New York 
Ochs, H. H., Wolff & Marx Co., San Antonio, Texas 
Poppen, Dr. Emmanuel, 2645 Bexley Park Road, Columbus 9, Ohio 
Rieke, Marcus; Pastor; 57 East Main Street, Columbus 15, Ohio 
Schuh, Dr. H. F., 57 East Main Street, Columbus 15, Ohio 
Sodt, Dr. William G., 2106 W. Kilbourn Ave., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Augustana Lutheran Church 
Benson, Dr. Oscar A., 

1207 Garland Bldg., 58 E. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Bergendoff, Dr. Conrad, 835 35th Street, Rock Island, Ill. 
Bergstrand, Wilton E.; Pastor; 2445 Park Ave., Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
Bersell, Dr. P. O.; President, the Augustana Lutheran Church; 
2445 Park Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 

Nelson, Dr. Clifford A., 1928 Goodrich Avenue, St. Paul 4, Minn. 





United Lutheran Church 
Bachmann, Dr. E. Theodore, 1600 S. 11th Avenue, Maywood, Ill. 
Beisler, Henry, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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Brown, Dr. P. D., 309 West Marsh Street, Salisbury, N. C. 
Diehl, Nona (Miss), 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Ebert, Sister Anna, 2100 South College Avenue, Philadelphia 30, Pa. 
Fry, Dr. Franklin Clark; President, The United Lutheran Church; 
231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 

Henninger, Judge James F.; 457 Hamilton Street, Allentown, Pa. 
Herman, Dr. Stewart, 121 State Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Jensen, J. K., Janesville, Wis. 

Loew, Ralph; Pastor; 1080 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Nolde, Dr. O. Frederick, 7602 E. Lane, Wyndmoor 16, Pa. 
Roth, Dr. Paul H., 2827 Girard Avenue N., Minneapolis 11, Minn. 
Tappert, Dr. Theodore, 7333 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
Telleen, S. F., 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Tulloss, Dr. Rees Edgar, 161 Woodedge Road, Springfield, Ohio 
Walker, H. Torrey, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Wentz, Dr. Abdel Ross, 

Gettysburg Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Aasgaard, Dr. J. A.; President, Ev. Lutheran Church; 
408-5th Avenue, S., Minneapolis 15, Minn. 

Bergsaker, Dr. A. J., 408-5th Avenue S., Minneapolis 15, Minn. 
Gullixson, Dr. T. F., Como and Luther Place, St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Jorgenson, Dr. Herman E., 425—4th Street S., Minneapolis 15, Minn. 
Schiotz, Dr. F. A., 411—46th Street, Brooklyn 20, N. Y. 

Wee, Dr. Morris, 327 South La Salle Street, Chicago 4, Ill. 
Ylvisaker, J. W.; Pastor; 2308 Elliot Avenue S., Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Finnish Suomi Synod 
Heikkinen, Jacob; Pastor; 
c/o Archbishop Aleksi Lehtonen, Turku, Finland 


Lutheran Free Church 
Burntvedt, Dr. T. O.; President, Lutheran Free Church; 
Augsburg Seminary, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
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Danish Lutheran Church 
Farstrup, A. E.; Pastor; 4260 3rd Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Videbeck, C. M.; Pastor; 42 Seventy-second Street, Brooklyn 9, N. Y. 


VISITORS 
ARGENTINA 
Armbruster, John M.; Pastor; Cuenca, Buenos Aires 


CHINA 
Klockars, Birgit; Missionary; 
c/o Hartman, Strindbergsgatan 3D, Stockholm, Sweden 


(CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Ruppeldt, Olga (Mrs.), Yilina, Ev. farsky urad 
Zatko, Viera (Mrs.), Kornuberova, Bratislava 


DENMARK 
Andersen, Borge; Pastor; Frederikssundsvej 37, Copenhagen NV 
Berner-Schilden-Holstein, L., Lensbaronesse, Langesö, Fyn 
Blichfeld,-M.; Pastor; Martens Allé 10, Copenhagen 
Borregaard, Svend; Pastor; Skamstrup per Morkév 
Brix Kronberg, Ellen (Mrs.), Vang per Thisted 
Brix Kronberg, Peder; Pastor; Vang per Thisted 
Fabricius, Else (Mrs.), Hartmansvej 44, Charlottenlund 
Görnandt, Werner; Superintendent; Larslejstraede 11, Copenhagen 
Hégsgaard, Jens; Missionary; Skindergade 24, Copenhagen V 
Högsgaard, Oline (Mrs.), Skindergade 24, Copenhagen V 
Jensen, Aage; Editor; Peder Bangsvej 60, Copenhagen F 
Jorgensen, J. (Miss), 

Kommunelaererinde, Thorvaldsensvej 58, Copenhagen V 
Jorgensen, Dr. K. Jordt, Hersegade 9, Roskilde 
Jorgensen, Vagn; Pastor; Veggerslev per Tornled St. 
Langhoff, Johs.; Cand. Theol.; Frederiksborgsgade 5, Copenhagen K 
Nielsen, Marie (Miss), Spöttrup St. 

Nedergaard, Y. (Mrs.), Valdemarsgade 27, Copenhagen V 
Norgaard, Alice (Mrs.), Christian IX's Gade 1, Copenhagen K 
Nygard-Christiansen, Thora (Mrs.), V. Boulevard 41, Copenhagen K 
Nyholm, K.; Director; Hellerupvej 51, Hellerup 
Östergaard (Mrs.), Hollandervej 18, Copenhagen V 
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Rendtorff, C. A. V.; Pastor; Strandagervej 24, Hellerup 
Rodhe, Arne; Pastor; Klemensker 
Schaeffer, Frank; Pastor; Osterbrogade 116, Copenhagen Ö 
Thaysen, D. (Mrs.), Oster Lindet 
Westergaard-Madsen, W.; Pastor; Vangeleddet 10, Copenhagen Brh. 


ENGLAND 
Kramm, Dr. H. H., 6 Erskine Hill, Golders Green, London N. W. 11 
Rieger, Dr. Julius, 23 Manor Mount, Forest Hill, London S. E. 23 
Watson, Prof. Philip S., 142 Friary Road, Birmingham 20 


ESTHONIAN CHURcH, in Exile 
Horm, Arvo; Editor; Bokbindarevägen 80 II, Stockholm 32, Sweden 
Käärik, Kaljo, Saltvägen 4, Enskede, Sweden 
Laretei, Heinrich; Pastor; Furusundsgatan 16, Stockholm, Sweden 
Mägiste, Julius, Grönegatan 18B, Lund, Sweden 
Norviit, Lembit; Med. Cand.; Lilla Gräbrödersgatan 2A, Lund, Sweden 
Dis, Martin; Pastor; Mjölnaregatan 4I, Malmö, Sweden 
Peetri, Artur; Lawyer; Pernau, Bargi 2 
Purre, Helene; Fil. lic.; 

Garvaregatan 11, Baltic Humanitarian Association, Stockholm, Sweden 
Pohl, Hj.; Pastor; Erik Dahlbergsgatan 5, Stockholm, Sweden 
Saar, Max Emil, Hagagatan 48, Stockholm, Sweden 
Uiirike, Madis; Stud. Jur.; Mjélnaregatan 4I, Malmö, Sweden 


FINLAND 
Haikola, Lauri; Pastor; Fredsgatan 3A, Lund, Sweden 
Harjunpää, Toivo; Pastor; Äbo 
Lehtonen, Mrs. Aleksi, Turku 
Lindholm, Ake; Pastor; Helsinki 
Siirala, Aarne; Pastor; Järvenpää 





FRANCE 
Becker, Jean, 20 Faubourg de France, Belfort 
Guenal, Frank; Pastor; 47 Avenue Maceau, Noisy-le-Lac 
Rosenstiehl, C. P.; Pastor; 
Bischheim/Strasbourg, 29 Rue Nationale (Bas-Rhin) 
Wheatcroft, Mrs. Frank, 16 Rue Chauchat, Paris 9 
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GERMANY 
Alexy, Desider; Pastor; Esslingerstrasse 23, Stuttgard-Hedelfingen 14A 
von Bodelschwingh, Dr. Fritz, Upplandsgatan 91B, Stockholm, Sweden 
Asmussen, Dr. Hans, Königsturmstrasse 26, Schwäbisch-Gmind 
Bender, Julius; Bishop; Karlsruhe 
Dibelius, Otto; Bishop; Jebenstrasse 3, Berlin-Charlottenburg 2 
Dörne, Prof. Martin, Rostock 
Eckstein, Prof. Dr. Richard, 

Kirchl. theol. Hochschule, Johannis-Stift, Berlin-Spandau 
Glöge, Gerhard; Dean; Ev. theol. Faculty, 15 Jena 
Girgensohn, Prof. Dr. Herbert, Theol. Schule, Bethel/Bielefeld 
Kissel, Dr. Rudolf, Upplandsgatan 91B, Stockholm, Sweden 
Knak, Sigfried; Missions Director; Georgenkirchstrasse, N. O. 18 Berlin 
Röntsch, Bernhard, Friparksvägen 10, Danderyd, Sweden 
Schanze, Wolfgang; Oberkirchenrat, Humboldstrasse 53A, Weimar 


HoLLAND 
Blasé, Dr. J. E. B., Koniglaan 6, Bussum 
Ruppert, M.; Stadhouderslaan 45, Utrecht 
Nolte, C. F.; Pastor; Prins Hendrikslaan 85, Utrecht 


HUNGARY 
Lesko, Bela; Pastor; Blekingevägen 3B, Lund, Sweden 


ICELAND 
Palsson; Pastor; Reykjavik 
Sigurdsson, Bryndis (Mrs.), Reykjavik 
Sigurdsson, Mrs. Sigurgeir, Reykjavik 


INDIA 
Andersen, A.; Pastor; Norgesmindevej 21, Hellerup, Denmark 
Christensen, I. (Mrs.), Molsgade 2, Aarhus, Denmark 

Christensen, Jens; Missionary; Molsgade 2, Aarhus, Denmark 
David, Mrs. Paul, Andhra Ev. Lutheran Church, Rajahmundry 
Diehl, Carl Gustav; Missionary; Nils Bjelkegatan 6, Lund, Sweden 

Gausdal, Mrs. J. “Runni”, Arnes, Norway 

John, Hemalatha (Miss), The Andhra Christian College, Guntur 
Kumaresan, Jacob; Theol. Cand.; Tamil Lutheran Church, Madras 
Oberdorfer, Mrs. C. W., Gudur, Nellore District, Madras, S. India 
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Robert, Dr. Pitchai, Missionsstyrelsens Expedition, Uppsala, Sweden 
Schwan, Carl David; Missionary; Tirupati, Chittoor District, Madras 
Schwan, Laura (Mrs.), Tirupati, Chittoor District, Madras 


LATVIAN CHurcH, in Exile 
Berzins, Evalds; Pastor; Södra Tvärgatan 8B, Malmö, Sweden 
Biezais, Docent Haralds, Egilsgatan 17B, Uppsala, Sweden 
Dolietis, Dr. K., 

Garvaregatan 11, c/o Baltic Humanitarian Assoc., Stockholm, Sweden 
Ozols, Arturs, Verkstadsgatan 1B, Malmö, Sweden 
Sakarnis, Oskars; Theol. Lic.; 

Diakonistyrelse, Jacobsbergsgatan 17, Stockholm 7, Sweden 
Sudars, Alfreds; Pastor; Ostrabo, Växjö 
Norway 
Askeland, Olaf; Pastor; Bergen 
Dahl, Rigmor (Miss), Waldemar Thranesgt. 62 III f, Oslo 
Godal, Dr. Tord 
Gogstad, Theodor, Mandal, Norway 
Hauge, Anne (Mrs.), Dronningnesgt. 6, Moss 
Norborg, Joseph; Journalist; Trondheim 
Strömme, Sigvard; Pastor; Snäsa 


POLAND 
Szeruda, Anna (Mrs.), Bracka 18M 27, Warsaw 


SWEDEN 
Ahlden, Ragnar; Pastor; O. Vallgatan 2B, Lund 
Ahlén, Oscar; Komminister; Västra Eneby 
Ahlert, Albert; Kontraktsprost; Lomma 
Ahlfors, Karin; Teol. Stud.; Storgatan 36, Eslöv 
Albertson, Erik, Mr. and Mrs.; Teol. Stud.; Tomegapsg. 8, Lund 
Andrén, Ake; Pastor; Slöjdgatan 7, Lund 
Andrén, Carl-Gustaf; Teol. Stud.; Fjelievägen 8, Lund 
Andrén, Gustaf Olof, Dale-Järne 
Anselm, Gunnar; Pastor; 
Studentsgatan 14, Lund 
Askmark, Docent Ragnar, S. Espl. 3C, Lund 
Augustsson, Algot, Réneholmshemmet, Höör 
Aurelius, Julia (Mrs.), Stortorget 6, Lund 
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Bäfverfeldt, Arvid; Director; Kungsgatan 28, Uppsala 
Beckman, Teodor; Kontraktsprost; Rämen 
Beijer, Erik; Pastor; Vänge Prästgärd, Bjärges 
Beran, Walter; Pastor; Snäckvägen 17, Göteborg 
Bergbom, John; Domkyrkokomminister; Kungsgatan 41, Lulea 
Bergman, E. (Miss), Arkivgatan 19, Lund 
Bern, Maria (Mrs.), St. Södergatan 8, Lund 
Björkquist, Manfred; Bishop; Birger Jarlsgatan 18, Stockholm 
Blau, Mimmi (Mrs.), Bangatan 10, Lund 
Bring, Prof. Ragnar, Gerdagatan 6, Lund 
Cederberg, Stina (Mrs.), Staffanstorp 
Dahlberg, Karin; Fil. Kand.; Bantorget 6, Lund 
Dalfe, Karl-Gustaf; Fil. Lic.; Lokföraregatan 9C, Lund 
Eidem, Elizabeth (Mrs.), Ärkebiskopsgärden, Uppsala 
Eidert, Paul; Kyrkoadjunkt; Moheda 
Ekelin, Oskar; Rector; Räby, Lund 
Elde, Gunnar; Editor; Box 407, Stockholm 1 
Elgquist, Amanda (Mrs.), f.d. missionär, Göteborg 
von Engeström, Prof. Sigfrid, Heby, Gnesta 
Ericsson, f. Lundberg, Dagmar; Teacher; 
Engelbrektsgatan 10, Göteborg 
Eriksson, Johannes; Vice Pastor; Hasslövs Prästgärd, Hallandsäs 
Erling, Ernst, and Mrs.; Kyrkoherde; Vävaregatan 2, Lund 
Flodin, Inga (Miss), Fritzhemsgatan 11, Ostersund 2 
Flodmark, Eric, Kristinelundsvägen 1, Malmö 
Flodmark, Sigvard; Med. Kand.; Fridhemsvägen 1, Malmö 
Franz, Egon; Teol. Stud.; Malmgatan 34, Eslöv 
Franzén, Roland, Mr. and Mrs., Villa Blomhälla, Gävle 
Fredriksson, Sven E.; Komminister; Prästgärden, Oreryd 
Garneus, Nils; Pastor; S. Esplanaden 15, Lund 
Grahm, Evert; Komminister; Säbydal 
Grane, Robin; Director; Skövde 
Gunnarsson, Gunnar; Pastor; Prästgärden, Mellösa 
Hammar, Prof. Gunvor (Mrs.), Kristinelundsvägen 27A, Malmö 
Hedberg, Helena (Mrs.), Karl XI Gatan 10, Lund 
Hellborg, John-Erik; Teol. Lic. Pastor; Postiljonsgatan 8, Lund 
Hellqvist, Pastor and Mrs. Sven, Norra Värmdö 
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Helmer, Pastor and Mrs. Emil, Fosieby 
Hemmingsson, Gustav; Kyrkoadjunkt, Skytts Tommarp 
Holmberg, Fritz; Kyrkoherde, Södervidinge 
Holmlin, Elisabeth; Matron, 

Children's Home; Hemtrevnaden, Göteborg 
Holmström, Sven; Vice Pastor; Prästgärden, Västland 
Hulthen, Tore; Domkyrkoadjunkt, Stureplatsen 1, Göteborg 
Häkansson, Bernt; Komminister; Kattarp 
Högman, Ingvar; Press Secy.; 

Kyrkliga Pressbyrän, Diakonistyrelsen, Stockholm 7 
Hällen, Gösta; Läroverksadiunkt; Hospitalsgatan 11A, Lund 
Ivarsson, Lars, Brahegatan 1, Stockholm 
Jarleman, Rune; Teacher; Box 67, Kalix 
Johansson, Alice (Mrs.), Nordiska Ekumeniska Institutet, Sigtuna 
Johansson, Emil; Kyrkoadjunkt, Lottefors 
Johnson, Margret (Miss), Dalum 
Jönsson, Albin; Kontraktsprost; Riseberga 
Jönsson, Ludwig; Teol. Stud.; Värmlandsgatan 22, Malmö 
Jönsson, Oscar, Domkyrkovaktmästare, Lund 
Jönsson, Silluf; f.d. missionary; Järnvägsgatan 24, Limhamn 
Karlström, Dr. Nils; Docent; Luthagsesplanaden 25, Uppsala 
Kiesow, Hermann; Kyrkoherde; Skänegatan 27, Göteborg 
Kjöllerström, Prof. Sven, O. Vallgatan 41, Lund 
Kruse, Waldemar; Pastorsadjunkt; Nils Perssons Plan 7, Malmö 
Lageson, Agne; Pastorsadjunkt; S. Esplanaden 15, Lund 
Larsson, Gottfrid; Kyrkoherde, Mjöbäck 
Larsson, Ulla (Miss), Ärkebiskopsgärden, Uppsala 
Liljestrand, Gunnar and Mrs.; Kyrkoherde; Bjuräker 
Lindskog, K. E.; Kyrkoherde; Molkom 
Lindstam, Ingemar; Komminister; Söraby Prästgärd, Rottne 
Lindström, Dr. Valter; Director; Diakonistyrelsen, Stockholm 7 
Lindquist, David; Docent; Docentgatan 5, Lund 
Lindquist, Signe (Miss), Bankgatan 22B, Lund 
Ljungman, Henrik; 

Theol. Fil. Kand., V.D.M.; Lokföraregatan 15B, Lund 
Lundblad, Emil; Kontraktsprost; Dalby 
Marx, Erich; Pastor; Hantverkaregatan 18-20, Stockholm 
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Mesche, Eva-Juliane (Mrs.), Svartmangatan 16, Stockholm 
Möne, Gordon and Mrs.; Komminister; Gustav Adolf 
Nathorst, Ruth (Miss); Missionary, Uppsala 
Nehleen, Dr. P. H.; Komminister; Monbijougatan 10A, Malmö 
Newman, Elsa (Mrs.), Kapitelhuset, Lund 
Newman, Brita (Miss), Kapitelhuset, Lund 
Nihlén, Joel; Grönegatan 8, Lund 
Nilsson, Eric; Kyrkoherde; Lyngby, Kongsmarken 
Nilsson, Karin (Mrs.), Lynby, Kongsmarken 
Norne, Arthur; Kyrkoherde; Hässjö 
Nygrén, Gustaf; Kyrkoherde; Simlängsdalen 
Nygrén, Irmgard (Mrs.), Helgonavägen 10, Lund 
Nyström, Harald; Komminister; Hjälmderyds Prästgä rd, Rörvik 
Ohm, Oscar; Kyrkoherde; Ovraby, Svenstorp 
Olsson, Hilding; Teol. Fil. Kand., Lund 
Olsson, Karin; Fil. Stud.; Bantorget 6, Lund 
Olsson, Sven Häkan; Printer; Lund 
Ots, Martin; Kontraktsprost, Ättehögsgatan 7, Göteborg 
Persson, Anna Maria; Teacher; Lomma By Skola, Lomma 
Persson, Klara, Distriktssköterska, Villa Nybo, Onnestad 
Regner, Anna (Miss), Lunds C., Bangatan, Lund 
Regnér, Eva (Miss), Lunds C., Bangatan, Lund 
Regner, Vera (Miss), Lunds C., Bangatan, Lund 
Regnér, Valborg (Miss), Lunds C., Bangatan, Lund 
Rehnberg, Bertil; Teol. Fil. Kand., Lilla Sigridsgatan 1, Lund 
Renwik, Gustaf; Kyrkoherde; Axelvold 
Robertz, Christian; Pastoratsadjunkt; Karl XII-gatan 8A, Lund 
Rodhe, Birgit (Mrs.), Odengatan, Uppsala 
Rodhe, Dr. Sten; Odengatan, Uppsala 
Rodhe, Ruth (Mrs.), Biskopshuset, Lund 
Rosenius, Martin and Mrs. Kyrkoherde; Estuna 
Ryberg, Karin (Miss), Remmenedal 
Rydén, Millie (Miss), Apelgatan 11, Lund 
Rydén, Tord; Komminister; Skänegatan 41, Hälsingborg 
Rydinge, Victor; Komminister; Sunne 
Sahlin, Dr. Margit; Odengatan 6, Stockholm 
Sandén, Olof, Ostehedsgatan 12, Göteborg 
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Schiebe, Gustav Werner; Kyrkoherde; Svartmangatan 16 II, Stockholm 
Schlyter, Dr. and Mrs. Herman, Bredgatan 14, Lund 
Schultheisz, Robert; Kyrkoherde; Eldsberga (Halland) 

Sjögren, Henning, Skolgatan 5, Lund 
Skoglund, Gunnar, Svensk Filmindustri, Stockholm 
Steimer, John; Missionary; Stenkyrkogatan 17, Malmö 
Stenfelt, Willy; Missionary; Uppsala 
Strömquist, Eric and Mrs.; Kyrkoherde; Kyrkogatan E, Gävle 
Sundelin, Stig; Kyrkoadjunkt; Box 2424, Grängesberg 
Sundén, Hjalmar, N. Centralgatan 7, Gävle 
Synnergren, Sigrid, Spolegatan 2, Lund 
Tengvall, Marianne; Teol. Stud.; Järnvägsgatan 15, Lund 
Thomell, John-Erik; Kyrkoadjunkt; Norrvidinge 
Thölin, Carl Gustav; Teol. Stud., Postiljonsgatan 4, Lund 
Tiliander, Bror; Pastor; O. Vallgatan 37, Lund 
Ulfgard, Ingrid (Mrs.), Stälbrogatan 7, Lund 
Wachtmeister, Countess Ebba, Knutstorp 
Wedeby, Henning; Kyrkoherde; Finja 
Wedmark, Birger; Kyrkoherde; Gärdstänga 
Weinicka, Karl; Komminister; Torggatan 31, Haparanda 
Wenemark, Einar; Kyrkoherde; Ortofta 
Wenngren, Carl Erik; Stiftsadjunkt; Ymsevägen 8, Stockholm 41 
Wihlborg, Alfred; Kyrkoherde, Malmö 
Wikerstähl, Arvid; Pastor; Västergatan 20, Trelleborg 
Wiklund, Sture; Komminister, Strömsbro 
Witt, Marta; Teacher; Hässleholm 
Wängsjö, Ebbe; Pastor; Missionary to India 
Zellin, Helge; Komminister; Älvsbacka 
Äkerblad, Ingeborg (Mrs.), St. Annagatan 4, Lund 
Osterlin, Gustav; Kontraktsprost; Svedala 
Osterlin, Lars; Fil. Kand., Teol. Stud.; Svedala 
Odquist, Bengt; Fil Kand.; Van Dürens väg 2A, Lund 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Hallendorf, J. Erik; Pastor; Kungsgatan 28, Uppsala, Sweden 


SWITZERLAND 
Ullmann, Dr. Hermann, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva 
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UNITED STATES OF ÅMERICA 
Aasgaard, Mrs. J. A., 408—5th Avenue S., Minneapolis 15, Minn. 
Arnesen, Norma (Miss), Observ. Terr. 7, Oslo, Norway 
Arndt, Dr. William R. (Missouri Synod), St. Louis, Mo. 
Aus, Dr. George, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 

Beer, Dr. and Mrs. P. G., 708 St. John Street, Allentown, Pa. 
Bella, Dr. and Mrs. J. Igor, Palisady 39, Bratislava, Czechoslovakia 
Benson, Mrs. O. A., 1703 Catalpa Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 
Benson, Hilda (Miss), 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Bergendoff, Mrs. Conrad, Rock Island, Ill. 

Bergquist, Mrs. J. E., 1018 N. Harvey Avenue, Oak Park, Ill. 
Bersell, Mrs. P. O., 2445 Park Avenue S., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Bowman, Algot, Mr. and Mrs., Monmouth, Ill. 

Bremer, Otto, Gallatin D-33 Soldiers Field, Boston 63, Mass. 
Brown, Frank; Pastor; 3539 N. 21st Street, Philadelphia 40, Pa, 
Brown, Mrs. P. D., 309 West Marsh Street, Salisbury, N. C. 
Casperson, H. C.; Pastor; 264 Cedar Avenue, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Christenson, Dr. John A.; 421 Melrose Street, Chicago 14, Ill. 
Crumley, James R., Roanoke College, Salem, Va. 

Edwall, Mrs. E. H., 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Evans, Luther W. and Mrs.; Chaplain; Hdqts. 2nd Constabulary 
Brigade, Office of the Chaplain, A.P.O. 407A—Munich, Germany 
Farstrup, Mrs. A. E., 4260 Third Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Fendt, Dr. Edward C., Capital University, Columbus 9, Ohio 
Fisher, Chaplain and Mrs. Roy L., 
385th Station Hospital, A PO, 696, Nürnberg, Germany 

Fry, Mrs. Franklin C., 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Gornitzka, Pastor Odd, 1619 Portland Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 
Graebner, Dr. Martin (Missouri Synod), St. Paul, Minn. 
Haas, Pastor Harold, 514 Moore Place, Linden, N. J. 
Hallgren, Vivian (Miss), 14 Ivernia Road, Worcester 6, Mass. 
Hellquist, Doris (Miss), Sycamore, Ill. 

Hellquist, Vincent, Sycamore, Ill. 

Herman, Mrs. Stewart, 121 State Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Hershey, Dr. Robert D., 2111 Sansom Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Hong, Dr. Howard, Lutheran World Federation, 

c/o World's Y.M.C.A. (Weinheim), A.P.O. 403, Postmaster, New York 
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Jensen, Mrs. J. K., Janesville, Wis. 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Eric H., Spokane, Wash. 
Jonson, Dr. Elof K., Chicago, Ill. 
Jorgensen, Mrs. H. E., 425 South 4th Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Kendall, Pastor and Mrs. Leonard, 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Park Ave. at 25th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Kendall, John L., Park Ave. at 25th Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Kirschenmann, Pastor and Mrs. Edgar 
(Missouri Synod), St. Louis, Mo. 

„ Lebo, Mr. and Mrs. Ellerslie, Millersville, Pa. 
Loew, Mrs. R. V., 1080 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Lof, John C., 4222 Decatur Street, Omaha 3, Neb. 

Long, Dr. and Mrs. Ralph H., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
Lund-Quist, Pastor Carl E., 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
Nelson, Martin R., 110 East 2nd Street, Jamestown, N. Y. 
Magnusson, Alva E., 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland 
Maier, Dr. Walter (Missouri Synod), St. Louis, Mo. 

Mall, Pastor Carlton H., 

Chicago Lutheran Seminary, 1650 South 11th Avenue, Maywood, Ill. 
Mayer, Dr. Fred (Missouri Synod), St. Louis, Mo. 
Michelfelder, Dr. and Mrs. S. C., 

17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland 
Mykland, Pastor G. K., West Des Moines, Iowa 
Norquist, Ernest, Hodge Hall, Princeton, N. J. 

Pearson, John R., Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn. 
Poppen, Mrs. E. F., 2645 Besley Park Road, Columbus, Ohio 
Priebe, Kenneth, Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa 
Qualben, Paul A., 24 Homestead Avenue, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Quam, Mr. and Mrs. John, Andvikgrend, Bergen, Norway 
Reinke, Mr. and Mrs, Hellmuth O. W. 

Rimmereid, John 
Rolsted, Frederick M., 8605 South Aberdeen Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Roth, Mrs. P. H., 2827 Girard Avenue North, Minneapolis 11, Minn. 
Ruff, Dr. G. Elson, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Sandberg, William, 511 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn 16, N. Y. 
Schaeffer, William B., Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden 
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Scherzer, Pastor and Mrs. John, 
CRALOG OMG-BE, A.P.O. 751, c/o Postmaster, New York, N. Y. 
Senft, Kenneth C., LWF, WCC, 

World's Y.M.C.A., 626 H.Q., C.C.G., BAOR, Germany 
Shaheen, Pastor Raymond, 324 Howard St., South Williamsport, Pa. 
Smith, Mrs. R. E., Oak Park, Ill. 

Svensson, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert F. 

Svensson, Marianne (Miss) 

Telleen, Mrs. S. F., 722 Upper Boulevard, Ridgewood, N. J. 
Torkelson, Robert P., 206 First Street, Merrill, Wis. 
Tulloss, Mrs. Rees E., 1617 Woodedge Road, Springfield, Ohio 
Walker, Mrs. H. Torrey, 1100 Eldridge Ave., West Collingswood, N. J. 
Wickey, Vivian (Miss); 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Willander, Mrs. A. A., 838 Washington Boulevard, Oak Park, Ill. 
Wogen, Mr. and Mrs. Norris L. 


GREETINGS AND MESSAGES RECEIVED 


From King Gustav of Sweden: “I send you all my heartfelt thanks 
and my best wishes.” 

From King Frederik of Denmark: “My heartiest thanks for kind 
wishes.” 

From King Haakon of Norway: “I thank The Lutheran World Fed- 
eration for their kind greetings.” 

From President Paasikivi of Finland: “I beg yourself and all partici- 
pants in the meeting to receive my sincere thanks for your kind greet- 
ings and my best wishes for success for your valuable work.” 

From President Bjoernsson of Iceland: “Cordial thanks for the kind 
greetings from The Lutheran World Federation and every good wish 
for the Conference.” 

From Prince Gustaf Adolf of Sweden: “Will you please convey to 
the members of The Lutheran World Federation my sincerest thanks 
and warmest greetings.” 

From the Executive Committee—Federal Council of Churches: 
“Executive Committee, Federal Council of Churches, extends fraternal 
greetings and follows your meeting with prayer for God’s blessing.” 

From the Archbishop of Canterbury: “Brotherly greetings to you 
and to the Assembly of The Lutheran World Federation,” 

From the Luther Leaguers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
U.S. A.: “Greetings in Christ from 5,000 Leaguers at Convention pray- 
ing for your Conference.” 

From the Siangbeh Synod, Church of Sweden Mission, China: 
“Greet The Lutheran World Federation with Psalm 117: ‘O praise 
Jehovah, all ye nations; laud him, all ye peoples. For his lovingkind- 
ness is great toward us; and the truth of Jehovah endureth for ever. 
Praise ye Jehovah.’” 

From the World's Y. W. C. A.: “The World's Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association sends The Lutheran World Federation sincere greet- 
ings. May God's Spirit guide the Assembly as it listens anew to God's 
Word for today and calls the Church to witness and action in an 
agonizing world.” 
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From Bishop Samuel Starke of the Slovakian Evangelical A. B. 
Church in Yugoslavia: “May the good Lord crown your Conference 
with rich blessings. This wish is sent with my brotherly greetings.” 

From the Canada District of the American Lutheran Church: 
“Canada District assembled at Luther College wishes Federation 
God's blessing.” 

From the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia: “Vener- 
able Fathers and Brethren in Christ: This letter of greeting is a wel- 
come means of appearing in your midst. We of the U.E.L.C.A. greet 
you, venerable fathers and brethren with an old greeting which may 
have died out, but is worthy of reviving because of its deep meaning: 

God Greet You — Gruess Euch Gott — Gud Halse Er! 

“Human greetings are but wishes. When God greets, He gives—gives 
Himself with all His riches. No greater thing can happen to the Con- 
ference than that He himself comes and imparts His holy and gracious ; 
Presence. He ‘in the midst of her’ (Psalm 46:5), she and every part 
of her shall not be moved and may be sure that all His promises in the 
Old and New Testaments are being fulfilled on each and every occa- 
sion. Be assured that this Gop Greer You, now being prayerfully writ- 
ten, will be prayerfully repeated during the coming weeks and during 
the days at Lund. He will say His yea and Amen to it. He has greeted 
the Lutheran Church in the past, of late in trying ordeals and with 
heavy, terrible blows. Some of you have come out of great tribula- 
tions. The blessings of those of you who were deemed worthy to suffer 
for Truth’s sake have even reached to us in distant Australia. We 
beheld again the victory which is our faith. Now He is greeting the 
Lutheran Church by the rays of His tender mercies breaking through 
the clouds as evidenced in paving the way for The Lutheran World 
Federation gathering. He will not fail to greet the Church in the 
future—for example at and through the Conference. 

“May this first post-war Assembly of The Lutheran World Federa- 
tion be the means of causing Lutheran Churches the world over anew 
to realize that, possessing the Word and Sacraments in their purity 
and retaining the watchwords of the Fathers, Sola Scriptura, Sola 
Gratia, the Lutheran Church possesses the fountain from which the 
life of Christ, the Lord, may flow into all her parts and beyond, into 
the Church Universal, with the result that, as W. Löhe puts it so pith- 
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: Her children hold watch at this fountain, in joyous calmness, with 
shining faces, and with keen-edged swords, knowing that this spring 
is the one from which all that are saved must draw.’ 

“As this realization is gaining ground we may be confident that all 
and every part of the Lutheran Church will uphold the Lutheran Con- 
fessions both as to doctrine’ and practice, not regarding them as irk- 
some yokes but as life-giving springs. Thus consolidated she will, by 
the grace of God, make her contribution to the Church Universal by 
doing her share in alleviating distress, in bringing the Gospel to the 
Christ-less and, in the World Council of Churches, by her distinctive 
message. 

“Once more, God greet you, in which greeting He will also bring 
to you, sublimed, enriched, made effective, the humble greeting of the 
small yet virile Church in the faraway continent under the Southern 
Cross. 

“God willing, at the next Conference of The Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, the U.E.L.C.A. ‘will be there’ through representatives from 
her midst.—J. Storz, President General, The United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church in Australia,” 

From The Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India: 
“On behalf of the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
India, I wish to send warmest greetings to The Lutheran World Fed- 
eration in session at Lund and to convey through you to the repre- 
sentatives of the various component parts of The Lutheran World 
Federation the sincere good wishes of the Lutheran Federation in 
India for the progress of Christ's Kingdom in the various lands repre- 
sented at the Conference. 

“We in the mission field feel that Christian statesmanship points to 
the need to unify the missionary forces within India, drawn from 
various backgrounds, at present acting as separated, isolated units. 
Their unification will in the providence of God help still further to 
enrich the life of the Lutheran Church in India as a whole in such 
a way as to equip it for a more effective witness and richer service 
for Christ's Kingdom in our land. The recommendation of the Post-war 
Planning Commission of our Federation in India in this connection 
deserves special attention for investigation of possibilities in the next 
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quinquennium with a view to help to build up a strong united Lu- 
theran Church in India. 
“With very cordial greetings from the whole Federation and its ten 
constituent Churches, I remain, Yours in His Service, 
J. D. Asmvapam, President, F.E.L.C.” 


From the World Council of Churches (in process of formation): 
“On behalf of the World Council of Churches I have the pleasure to 
send fraternal greetings to The Lutheran World Federation on the 
occasion of its important meeting at Lund. The World Council is 
deeply aware of the fact that the ecumenical task can only be per- 
formed if the main confessional federations and alliances perform 
their task of bringing the churches of their confessional family to- 
gether in close fellowship and so prepare the way for the even greater 
and more difficult task of establishing the wider ecumenical Christian 
brotherhood. We express, therefore, the wish that the Lund Confer- 
ence may lead both to a fastening of the ties among the Lutheran 
churches of the world and to a strengthening of the bonds between 
the Lutheran churches and those of other communities which find 
their expression in the World Council of Churches. 

“I feel bound to use this opportunity to express the deep gratitude 
of the World Council to all Lutheran churches, which have helped 
so generously and effectively in the great work of Christian recon- 
struction which it has been our privilege to co-ordinate. We feel sure 
that in the coming years when the reconstruction task must be con- 
tinued and even intensified, the Lutheran churches will bear their 
share and more than their share of the common work. 

“The World Council is glad to find that the great majority of the 
Lutheran churches have already decided to participate fully in the 
definite establishment of the Council at the first Assembly next year 
in Amsterdam. We look forward to the day when all great Lutheran 
churches will be members of our fellowship. The Lutheran churches 
as bearers of the original heritage of the Reformation with its uncom- 
promising emphasis that the Word of God alone creates and main- 
tains the Church, will have to help the whole ecumenical fellowship 


GREETINGS AND MESSAGES RECEIVED 187 


as it seeks a more inclusive unity which cannot be made by men but 
only created by that same eternal Word of God. 
“I remain yours most sincerely, 
W. A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary” 


From the World’s Student Christian Federation, to Archbishop 
Eidem: “I am writing to you as the President of The Lutheran World 
Federation. I should be grateful if you would pass on to the First 
Assembly of the reorganized Federation in Lund the greetings and 
good wishes of the World’s Student Christian Federation, We are par- 
ticularly glad to send this message to a great meeting of this kind in 
Sweden, since it was at Vadstena Castle in Sweden that our Federa- 
tion was founded fifty-two years ago. Through all these years we have 
rejoiced in the full co-operation of Lutheran students in many coun- 
tries through national movements in the life of our Federation. The 
movements in Scandinavian countries and in Germany have always 
played a leading part in the direction of the life of the Federation. 
And now in recent years we have welcomed the Lutheran Student 
Association of America through the United Student Christian Council 
into our fellowship. 

“We are deeply grateful also for generous assistance in our present 
work of reconstruction which has come to us from Lutheran church 
sources. It is our hope and prayer that this Assembly may be used of 
God for the upbuilding and strengthening of His Church throughout 
the world. 

“Remembering how gracious you were to me when I visited Sweden 
during the war in 1943, I should like to add a word of personal 
greeting. 

“Yours very sincerely, 
Robert C. Mackie, General Secretary” 


From the World's Sunday School Association, to Archbishop Eidem: 
“In behalf of the World’s Sunday School Association, I am happy to 
send greetings to The Lutheran World Federation in its Assembly at 
Lund. : 

“Tt is certain in advance that, because of the deep spirit of consecra- 
tion in which the delegates will confess the Truth in this confused and 
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devastated and troubled world, your Assembly will be blessed, even 
beyond your greatest hopes. 

“The community of interest between The Lutheran World Federa- 
tion and the World’s Sunday School Association is expressed in a per- 
sonal way in the fact that you are President of the former and Vice- 
President of the latter. The World’s Association wishes to be of service 
to Lutheran churches everywhere. Our concern is for the Sunday 
School and for all other institutions for Christian education. 

“May the blessing of God be with you and the great Assembly over 
which you preside. 

“Yours in the work which Jesus Christ our Lord has set us to do 
together, 

Forrest L. Knapp, General Secretary” 


From the “Iglesia Evangelica Espanola” (Spanish Evangelical 
Church): “In vivid remembrance of the first World Convention of the 
Lutheran Church in Eisenach, where we were represented by our 
Pastor Hans Fliedner and sent through him the greetings of the Span- 
ish Evangelical Church, we do not want to miss the opportunity to 
participate this time in Lund—at least in spirit—at the celebration of 
your meeting, to praise God together with you, and to ask for His rich 
blessings for your work in the Name of the Lord. 

“As circumstances make it quite impossible to send a delegate from 
our Spanish Evangelical Church to Lund, we have asked our old and 
good friend, Dr. Alfred Th. Jörgensen of Copenhagen, to bring our 
cordial greetings and to express our profound gratitude for your great 
interest in our work for the Lord in our country. 

“Please receive our most sincere wishes for the successful course 
of your deliberations for the spreading of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
on earth. 

“We greet you in fraternal reverence, and sign in the name of the 
Executive Committee of the Spanish Evangelical Church, your very 
devoted, 

The President: Elias Araujo 
The Secretaries: Benjamin Heras, Hans Fliedner.” 


From the Council of the Evangelical Church of Germany: “ . . . We 
hope that from the impact of the terrible judgment which has come 
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upon a great part of the world people will once again listen to the 
Word of the living God that Christendom may receive the grace to 
unite them in the spirit of the love of Christ, After so much fighting 
and suffering, may peace and order again come to the world. 
“In cordial communion, 
D. Wurm” 


From the “Sinodo Evangelico Aleman Del Rio De La Plata,” Buenos 
Aires: “I wish to send you my most cordial thanks for your kind invi- 
tation to the meeting of The Lutheran World Federation in Lund. We 
are glad that Rev. Armbruster, the President of the ‘Iglesia Luterana 
Unida’ in Buenos Aires, undertakes to travel to Sweden and he offered 
to take our greetings to our fellow-believers in Lund. 

“We shall follow the deliberations of the Federation and assure you 
of our blessings and prayers. 

“In his explanation of the second Petition of his large Catechism, 
Luther says: 

“ Dear Father, we pray, give us first thy Word, that the Gospel be 
sincerely preached throughout the world; and we pray that it be 
accepted in faith, to work and live in us; so that through the Word 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, thy kingdom may prevail among us 
to the defeat of the devil’s Kingdom; so he shall have no claim and 
power over us and at last shall be utterly overthrown and sin and 
death and hell be destroyed that we may live forever in perfect right- 
eousness and blessedness.’ 

“May the Lord God give His blessing to the Assembly in Lund, to 
build His Kingdom! That is our wish for the assembled brethren of the 
faith. 

“With most sincere greetings, Martin Marezynski, Propst” 


Greetings have also been received from: Bishop Oxnam of the 
Methodist Church of America; Pastor Froise, missionary of Norwegian 
Mission Society, Natal, India; Pastor Carl Hermansen, Copenhagen; 
Pastor Abrahamsson, Liverpool, England; Professor Dr. Karl Pröhle, 
Sopron, Hungary; Bruno Goldenberg; R. Karlsons, Insula Strub, 
Berchtesgaden, Germany. 


From the World Convention of the Churches of Christ: “In behalf 
of the World Convention of the Churches of Christ, I send to your 
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Assembly, meeting in Lund, Sweden, June 30 to July 6, our very warm 
fraternal greetings. You are meeting at a very critical time in the life 
of the world. Many strong currents are running against the Church, 
but the Church will and must prevail. Such a world gathering as you 
are holding will bring encouragement and inspiration to all who 
attend. The bonds of Christian fellowship will be greatly strengthened 
during your days in Lund. May your fondest hopes for this significant 
gathering be fully realized. 
Jesse M. Bader, General Secretary.” 





